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PREFACE

ES| Lao Basic Course, Volume [, provides introductory material in modern spoken
Lao for the student who wishes to achieve proficiency in the language spoken by
about three million persons in Laos and an additional ten million persons in Thai-
land. The Vientiane dialect, used in official government communications and general-
ly the most useful for American students, is the dialect represented here.

The initial volume of this course is the product of collaboration between Warren .
Yates, chairman of the FS| Department of East Asian Languages and Souksomboun
Sayasithsena, Lao language instructor. Dr. Yates has povided the general plan for
the work and the English language content. Mr. Sayasithsena has been responsible
for the authensicity of the Lao language material. Assisting in the classroom trial
of most of the material in this volume were Malichanh Svengsouk, Kongkam Thanasack,
Doungkeo Sayasithsena, and Somsangouane Thanasack. Mrs. Svengsouk also provided
assistance in proof reading. [rma C. Ponce did the final typing.

Unlike most FSI language textbooks, this volume is not accompanied by tape re-
cordings. Lao Basic Course, Volume I, follows the *‘microwave” format and is not
so much a set of materials to be mastered as a set of guidelines for conversational
interplay between students and their native-speaking Lao instructor. 'The format,
which owes much to the work of another FSI linguist, Dr. Earl W. Stevick, does not
lend itself readily to presentation on magnetic tapes.

FSI is indebted to Warren Ziegler and Marcelle Carlier of the Agency for Inter-
national Development for early encouragement and financial support for the develop-
ment of Lao teaching material. FSI also gratefully acknowledges the financial assist-
ance of the U.S. Office of Education in the development and publication of this
volume.

R Al

James R. Frith, Dean
School of Language Studies

Foreign Service Institute
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LAO BASIC COURSE

T

I NTRODUCTION

This 1is the first of two volumes designed to teach spoken
Lao to English speakers. SOme dialect of Laoc 18 gpoken and
understeod by approximately three million persons in Laos and
about ten million in Thailand. The Lao presented 1 thils book
is the Vientiane dialect, which 1s used in all governmental
communications. It is spoken 1n the central part of laos DY
approximately 2,000,000 persons and 1s understood throughout
the Kingdom of L&os and in Northeast Thailand.

Thne material in this text is 1in the form of a series of
85 teycles! In the 'microwave! format orlginated by Dr. Earl
W. Stevick of the FSI, ang first used 1n two Imodules! of &
course in Swahili.l The descriptlon of the microwave format
that follows 18 pased on these two texts. Each tunitc? of a
mlcrowave course 1s called a cycle and consists of two 'phases'!
In the first phase (M-phase) The student learns a small amount
of the language and in the second phase (C-phase) he puts 1t
to use. The diagram pelow 1lllustrates this:

Connected Conversation
M-Phase

gommunication

Mimicry of sounds

Manipulation of C-Phase

structure

Learning Meaning of words

ONE CYCLE

(Footnote on next page)
xvl



LAO BASIC COURSE

The term '‘microwave! (a very short wave) emphasizes the
short span of time between the presentatlon of new material
and its actual use in real commurniication.

The teaching methodse‘used with the M-phase and C-phase
may vary & great deal and the teacher should feel free to use
+he one that seems most effective to him. The sentences 1n
the M-phase are provlded with cue words and they may be done
iike substitution drills, bub other types of drill such as
mimicry drills, transformation drills, translaticn drills,; etc.,
should also be used whenever they seem appropriate.

In the C-phase the instructor should exert himself to the
fullest extent posslble to make everything that isg sald 1n
class be 'real communication'. Communicatlion can occur only
1f this condition is met: One person is giving information
shat another person doesn't have but igs 1nterested 1n having.
The C-phase will normally consist of questions and answers,
which may be Jolned together to form short conversatlonal
exchanges. In the beglnning this will be the limit of the
gtudentts capacity. Later on short narrations will be posslble
and normal. If the students are going to be interested in what
ig being sald 1t follows that they may wish to have some control
over what i1s beilng talked about. The instructor should encourage
this. Thie may mean any of several things, depending on the
nature of the ciass and thelr apirit of independence, ete. It
may mean only that the instructor supplies new vocabulary I1tems

lSwahiliz An Active Introduction, General Conversatlon and
Swahili: An Active Introduction, Geography. ed. by Earl W.
gtaevick, Foreign Service Institute, Department of State,
washington, D.C., 1966

2More explicit and detailed suggestions for teachling mlcrowaves
are included in Notes to Teachers at the end of the Introduction.
Specifilc advilice for full exploitation of the material 1n each
cycle 1s given iIn each cycle. All of these suggestions are
given In the Lac language for the benefit of Lao teachers who
may not understand English very well. :

xvili



LAQO BASIC COURSE

to be used 1In patterns already learned or it may mean that
additional grammatical patterns and vocabulary items may have
to be taught. In either case the 1nstructor should allow the
student to have a major vcice 1n what 1s taught. The instructor
should be thoroughly famillar with the materials contained in
this text so that he may readlly skip about when the studentls
interest leads him to do so. Each cycle forms an lndependent
unit so that taklng the cycles out of sequence will not cause
any problems that can not be easily dealt wlith. This text
should be looked upon as an ald to teaching and not as a
complete course of instructilon.

It will normally reguire from 250 to 300 hours in class
to complete thls text. A sfudent who has done well in this
part of the course should be able to perform all of the followin
things: order a simple meal, ask for a room in a hotel, ask and
give street directions, tell time, handle travel requirements an
expressions of peliteness plus some of the following: introduce
people to each other, discuss his work, glve autobiographical
Information, and discuss current events.

Notes To Students

1)} Listen carefully and imitate as closely as you can
what the Instructor says. DBe prepared to try to
improve what you say if the instructor doesnl't
approve of 1t. Keep in mind that in the beglnning
of language study you will probably have rather
poor abillity fo monltor your own efforts. The
closer your sounds resemble English the farther
they will be from Lao.

2) You should aziways know the meaning of anything you
say wlthout trying to put a literal word-for-word
English translation on it. For example, s§a kh3j
s¥i faa means "My shirt is blue' but a word-by-word
translation of this would be Tshirt I color sky.!
A11 you need to know 1s what a Lac would say if he
wanted to tell you that his shirt was blue.

3) The material presented to you in each c¢ycle is very
limited both Iin content and grammatical form. You
will not find it difficult to learn the meanings,
to pronounce the sentences, or to understand the

xviii



LA0C BASIC COURSE

!

grammatical structure presented, but you should
geep in mind that you will not only be expected
to do the things referred to above, but you will
be expected to,know how te use these sentences
in tcommunicativel! situations, 1l.e. sltuations
in whilch you are telling someone else something
he doesn't know, but needs or wants to know.

The !Notes! that accompany each cycle contaln
information of several different kinds: (a)
description of the grammatical sbtructure in the
cycle, (b) information about the meanings and
uses of words, and (c) descriptions of situations
in which words are used. Thls informatlon should
help you understand petter what 1s being taught
in the cycle. You should study it outgide of
class after you have learned to use the material
in the cycle.

The 'iApplication' should be done after completlon
of all other parts of the cycle., It provides an
opportunity for you to test your knowledge of
different aspects of the cycle such as grammatical
structure, vocabulary, etc.

The Lac use a wrlting system which 1s historically
related to that used for Sanskrlt. AT a later
stage in the course you will be asked Lo learn €O
read it, but it would impose an undue hardship on
you in the beginning to nave to learn 1t, so a
special transcriptlon has been devised., It 1s,
however, provided only as an aid to memory. You
will learn correct pronunciation by imitating your
+sacher, being corrected, and Srying again, but not
by reading. Although all the symboles used in the
speclal transcriptlon are explalned in the chart
that follows, 1t will be helpful to keep the
following conventions in mind: (&) Vowel length
ig indicated by doubllng the vowel symbol, and

(b) The pltech contour on a syllable 1s indlcated
by a symbol above the vowel.

xix



LAO BASIC COURSE

EXPLANATION OF THE SPECIAL TRANSCRIPTION
USED IN THIS TEXT

Symbol Usual English Approximate Pronunciation
Letter
b b similar to English b in buy
D p (after s) like the p in spy
(no puff of air after it)
ph o] like p in ple
d d similar to English d
t (after s) like the t in sty
(no puff of air after it)
th t t as 1n tie
k k (after s) like the k in ski

(no puff of air after it)

kh k k as in kite

o somewhat like J in Jet

il 1 l as in long

m m m as in me

h h h as in hen

T r I as in fun

5 s 5 as 1n see

n n- n as in need

n -ng like -ng in sing

nJ -ny as 1n canyon

1] v as in vet .
as in yet

il 1 i as 1n sip

sl ee ee as in see

XX
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e =
es ay
£ a
ge a
v u
¥y T
a uh
a3 s
a u
aa ah
u 00
uu ou
o] o]
oc o}

o -
00 aw
la, ua, 1w, ew, eew, EW,

uj, coj, ya,.yal, and uaj

aw ow
aaw ow
aj

aa]

oJ oy
20] oj

xxl

e as in pet

1t

as 1n date

[

as in cet

|p

as 1n fan

somewhat llke u in sugar
notnlng like 1t 1n English
like a in Cuba

similar to British pronuncila-
tion of silr

somewhat lilke u in fun
a as in father

oo as in look

like oo 1n boot

o as in cone but shorter

¢ as 1in so

aw as in law

have no counterparts 1n
Engilsh

ow as in cow

like ow above but longer

y as in my

like y in my but longer

oy as 1n boy

like oy as in boy but longer
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TONES IN LAO

There are six tones in Lac. The pltch contours, names, and
gymbols for them are 1llustrated below:

khaa kh3a khaa khia khaaw khiw

Pilteh , \ ;

Contour

Names LOwW MID HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
PALLING RISING FALLING

sl — NV N

*xxli
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APPLICATION
1. Complete the following sentences using the English as a guide:

(a) laaw caw boo?
(Is she taller than you?)

(b) hyan caw hyan laaw
(Your house is as pretty as his.)

(© ladaw njaan caw
(He walks faster than you do.)

(d) lyan nii lyan nan
(This story is more interesting than that one.)

N

(e) ladaw pen khén caw
(He's as intelligent a person as you are.)

® ldaw khap 16t phyan caw
(He drives faster than your friend.)

(9) phdj phaj koo bdo laaw
(Nobody is as evil (bad as he is.)

(h) pym hia nii hia nan
(This book is as cheap as that one.)

0] miak-mian ndaj nii niaj nan
(This mango is as big as that one.)

) mbéon niaj nii ndaj nan
(This watch is more expensive than that one.)

(k) héda-sip laan kiip
(50,000,000 kip. That's very expensive.)

() myy nii ladaw khaaj myy waan nii
(He is selling it cheaper today than yesterday.)

(m) nan
(It's much more delicious than that.)

Answers: 1 (a) suupg kwaa, (b) ndam thaw kan kap, (c) waj kwaa,
(d) nda son-caj kwada, (e) sd-ldat thaw kan kép, (f) waj kwaa,
(9) sta thdo, (h) thjyk thaw kan kap, (i) njaj thdo kan kap,
() phéen kwaa, (k) phéeg ldaj, (I) thyyk kwaa,
(m) man scep laaj kwaa.

04/10/2014 11:11 AM 206



LAO BASIC COURSE

A. Repeat each utterance after the instructor.
B.  Self-correcting shows you are making progress, which will lead to building your self-
confidence.
C. Besure you comprehend each utterance you make.
Greeting Cycle
M-1
(To be) well, comfortable sa-baa] SETSRI)
(To be) good, well dii 3]
Hello! Hi! sd-baaj dii U0
M-2
(Question word) boo O?
You caw, thaan L%‘], Nau
How are you? séd-baaj dii boo? Seuaeio?
How are you? caw si-baaj dii boo? (Ragzuaefo:
M-3
Thank you khdop-caj 209074
I, me khdj 298
And (what) how about? ...dee? 602
Family khdop-khia A9UOD

Fine, thank you.

I'm fine, thank you.
And you?

And your family?

sd-baaj dii, khdop-caj.

khdj sa-baaj dii, khdop-caj.

caw dee?

khoop-khua caw dee?

Szuaedl, 29U,

298g=Ue0, 29U,

(96012
O9UADLNN?
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M-4
To say goodbye laa Q9
First, before k3on nau
To meet, find phdo 2
Each other kan N
New, again ma j Tow
To invite; please séen (SU
To go paj o
Goodbye! l4da kdon 9!
See you again! phdo kan maj! LT
Farewell! Take care! séen paj dii! (SUTUO!
C-1.
Hello! [Hi, good morning, etc.] A. sé-baaj dii.
Hello! [Hi, good morning, etc.] B. sa-baaj dii.
C-2
How are you? A. séa-baaj dii boo?
Fine, thank you, and you? B. sé-baaj dii khdop-caj, caw dee>?
I'm fine, thank you. A. Kkhdj sad-baaj dii, khdop-caj.
C-3
How are you? A. caw si-baaj dii boo?
I'm fine, thank you. B. khdj sa-baaj dii, khdop-caj,
And you? caw dee?
I'm fine, thank you. A. khdj sa-baaj dii, khdop-caj.
C-4
How's your family? A. khoop-khta caw si-baaj dii boo?
My family is fine. B. khoop-khtua khjj sa-baaj dii.
Thank you. khbop-caj.
C-5

Goodbye. See you again.

Farewell! See you again.

laa kdon! phoo kan maj.

B. sdon paj dii! phoo kan m&j.
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

NOTES

A Lao sentence has two parts: a Subject and a Predicate.

Subject Predicate
caw sd-baaj dii
"You are well, fine."

The Subject is a Noun Phrase. A Noun Phrase is a (I) Noun plus modifiers,
determiners, etc. or (2) a Noun Substitute (pronoun, etc.).

Noun Phrase

caw
||y0u

The Predicate is a Verb Phrase. A Verb Phrase is a Verb (or Verbs) with optional
preferable elements and post verbal complements.

Verb Phrase

sd-baaj dii
"(is/are) well, fine"

The Subject (NP) precedes the Predicate (VP), thus a Sentence (S) can be written in
this way:

S—> NP +VP

which means, "A sentence consists of a Noun Phrase preceding a Verb Phrase".

A sentence can be changed into a guestion by the addition of a question word (Q), thus
S+Q.

NP + VP + Q
caw sd-baaj dii  boo
(you [are] well Question)

"Are you well?"
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APPLICATION

kh3j is probably the of the sentence kh5j si-baaj dii
(a) predicate (b) subject (c) question word (d) non of the these.

(All answers are at the bottom of the page)

In the sentence sd-baaj dii boo, sa-baaj dii is (a) subject
(b) question word (c) predicate (d) none of these.

In the sentence caw si-baaj dii boo, boo is (a)the question word (b) predicate
(c) subject (d) none of these.

caw sd-baaj dii boo is (a) a statement (b) a question
(c) acommand (d) none of these.

boo caw si-baaj dii is (a) a question (b) a statement
(c) acommand (d) none of these.

Answers: 1b, 2c, 3a, 4b, 5d
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Cycle 1
M-1
Pen paak-kaa Uanna
Table to’ Tox
Chair tap-ii 898
Book pym 4
Paper cla L%J
Thisisapen. an nii mEen paak-kaa. SuUccUVUINN.
Thisisatable. an nii m&en to’ SVVIVTOL.
Thisisachair. an nii mfen tap-ii. SuLIUG9S.
Thisisabook. an nii m&Een pym. Suvcludu.
Thisispaper. an nli méen cila. §1Jﬁc£h1JL'$J.
M-2
What njan N9
That nan 51
Wall faa (AR
What is this? an nii mEen njan? SuLcIVNEY?
What is that? an nan mgen njan? Suiuccungy?
That is a wall. an nan méen faa. SuDuCcdvL.
C-1
A.  What is this? A. an nii mEen njan?
B.  Thisa pen. B. an nii m&en paak-kaa.
C-2
A. What is that? A. an nan m&en njan-?
B. Thatis a chair. B. an nan m&en tap-1i.

tJeseu tgifia Uudo nauasnivazuielinsjunaug! 293989090 nIugeuen I
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futaaueasiina)Itd?  fanndadydasionldinanisuaaciatingiodasnwo.
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NOTES

1) The Verb phrase may consist of a Verb (V) with a Noun Phrase complement,
thus VP = V + NP.

Verb + NP

mEen paak-kaa
"is (a) pen”

The following sentence is an example of the copula verb mgen followed by NP

complement:
NP + \ + NP
an nii méen paak-kaa
"This IS f(a) pen.”

2) The NP an nii is made up of a Noun an plus a determiner nii.

3)  an belongs to a special class of nouns that serve as substitutes for other nouns. They
are called "classifiers." an can be used as a substitute for any inanimate noun (pen,
chair, etc.). an nii means "this" or "this one ".

4) tan-1i, to’, paak-kaa and other nouns like this (things that can be counted) have

no number indication in Lao, so they may refer to one or more than one thing according
to the construction they occur in.

njan "what?"is a question word substitute. It substitutes for all
inanimate nouns and for some other nouns in questions. Observe the following

example :
NP +  V (copula) + NP
Question: an nii meEen njan
(this is what)
" What's this? "
Response: an nii méen to’
"This IS (a) table."

njan is in the same position in the sentence as the word it replaces. (NOTE: This is

not the case with English what.
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What is this?
This is a book.)

5) méEen "be"is used to indicate the identification of things in the example given. It has
otheruses, but is much more restricted in use than "be" in English.

APPLICATION

In the sentence an nii m&en péak-kaa.

1. an nii is (a) predicate (b) subject (c) Noun Phrase complement (d) Verb Phrase.
2. mé&en is (a) Noun phrase (b) question (c) Verb (d) complement of the verb.

3. paak-kaa is (a) Verb Phrase (b) Noun Phrase complement of mE€en (c) question
(d) predicate.

In the sentence an nii m€en njan

4. njan refersto (a) an animate noun (b) the Verb Phrase (c) it is a noun.

5. méEenis (a)acopulaverb (b)itis used to identify the subject
(c) itis a noun phrase (d) itis none of these.

6. an is a classifier and refers to things, not people. True or false?

7. nii (a) means "this" (b)itis a Noun Phrase (c)itis a determiner
(d) it precedes the classifier.

8. tap-1i may mean (a) "achair" (b) "chair" (c) "the chair"
(d) "chairs" (f) any of these.

Answers: 1b, 2c, 3b, 4c, 5a-b, 6true, 7a and c, 8f
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Cycle-2
M-1
I, me khdj 29¢)
You caw, thaan (99, N9
He, she l4daw, phdn 292, W2V
We (all) phuak-haw WINS
We phuak-kh3 j WON29e
You (pl.) phuak-caw WINCID
They kha-caw (29099
This is my pen. an nii méen paak-kaa kh3j. SuULLVUINN 2oL
This is your pen. an nli méen pdak-kaa caw. SVULLVUINNICI.
Thisis his (her) pen. an nii mEen pdak-kaa laaw. SVVEIVUINNINID.
This is our pen. an nii méen paak-kaa phuak SulgLUUINNg
haw Won(Sa.
This is our pen. an nili méen pdak-kaa SVULLVUINNT
phuak-khdj. WON298.
This is your pen. an nili méen pdak-kaa SuULLVUINNS
phtuak-caw. WINER.
This is their pen. an nii méen paak-kaa SuVCcIVYINNg
kha-caw. (2909°.
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M-2

Pencil sdo-dam SO%

Chalk sdo-khaaw $299

Hat miak NUON

Raincoat sya-fon (Soflu

Umbrella khén-hom sy
Whose pencil is this? an nii m€en sdo-dam phaj? Subtcusonles?
Whose chalk is this? an nii méen sdo-khdaw phdaj?  Sulcluseaole?
Whose hat is this? an nii m&en mdak phdj? S

Whose raincoat isthis? an nii mEen sya-fon phaj?

Whose umbrellais this? an nii m&en khan-hom phaj?

il

ubecoumuonles?

SubcuiSedule?
il

SulrcudusSLles?

C-1
A.  Whose pen is this? A. an nii méen
B.  Thisis my pen. B. an nii m&en
C-2
A.  What is this? A. an nii m€en
B. Thisisa hat. B. an nii méen
A.  Whose hat is this? A. an nii meen
B.  This is his/her hat. B. an nii meen

10

paak-kaa phaj?
paak-kaa khdj.

njan?
miak.
miak phaj?
miak laaw.
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Supplement to Cycle 2

Excuse me! khdo-thoot! 210!

It does not matter! b30 pen njap! zﬂaﬁum’éj!
Thank you. khdop-caj. 29u7].
You are welcome. b30 pen njan. zﬂtﬁum’éj.

‘taguniju‘tagumUmiJmmsgmmmnﬂueenajggsjnnSJugﬂanzo neuitdaciaruiio

@amucagaunumumeamweenaﬁmmowﬂo

C-1
A.  Excuse me! A. khdo-thoot!
B. It'sO.K. B. bdo pen njap.
C-2
A.  Excuse me, what is this? A. Kkhdo-thoot, an nii m€en njan?
B. Thisisapen. B. an nii m&en paak-kaa.
A.  Thank you. A. khdop-caj.
B.  You are welcome. B. bdo pen njap.
C-3
A.  Excuse me, is this your A. khdo-thoot, an nii mé&en
pen? padak-kaa caw boo?
B.  No, it's your pen. B. D50, an nii m&en pdak-kaa caw.
A. Thank you. A. khdop-caj.
B.  You are welcome. B. bdo pen njan.

1 (x5 & (4 5 & [ 20 s 20 20 11
N‘llJUSEJU?daaLEOEJC’J?’M)JSSS’]&JjQSleI]SJiU?lJQlJlJ qeidunaugagdumn 13 Wiunnavieg luwag

gagala. g=lu "dadmdadingnual" F9geunuuudiinsjugejnaugaylngo.

11



LAO BASIC COURSE

NOTES

1) The NP may consist of N + NP in which the second noun or Noun substitute stands in
the relationship of "possessor"! to the main or "head" noun, as in this example:

Noun + NP (Possessor)

paak-kaa khdj

pen |

"My pen"

2) phaj "who, whose, whom" is a question word substitute. It substitutes only for animate
nouns and noun substitutes in questions.

Noun + NP (Possessor)
paak-kaa laaw
pen he
"His pen”
paak-kaa phaj
pen who
"Whose pen"

phdj occupies the same position in the sentence as the noun it substitutes for.

3) Since the form of the pronoun does not change in Lao (like English | "me" "my" mine,
etc.) its structural relationship is determined by the kind of construction it is in, thus:

1 The term 'possessor' implies a varied set of structural and semantic relationships besides simple ownership
in Lao just as it does in English.

12
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(a)As subject of a sentence

khdj sa-baaj dii

I am fine.

(b) As "possessor" after the "head" noun

paak-kaa khdj

pen my

"my pen"

4)  Although sex distinctions are not indicated in the Lao pronoun, number distinctions are:

Singular Plural

khdj " phuak-kh5j "we"
phuak-haw  "we"

caw "you’ phiak-caw  "you (plural) "

laaw "he, she" khi-caw “they"

Both phuak-haw and phuak-kh5j mean "we". phuak-haw is used when the

speaker wishes to include the hearer in his reference. phuak-kh3j is used when he
does not wish to include the hearer.

None of these pronouns may be used to refer to inanimate object objects, thus
laaw does not mean "it" and kha-caw does not refer to "they" for objects.

13
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APPLICATION

1. Inthe NP pym caw, caw can be translated as (a) you, (b) yours,
(c) your, (d) none of these.

2. Inthe NP sdo-dam kha-caw, kha-caw means (a)they, (b) their (c) theirs,
(d) none of these.

3. Inthe NP miak ldaw, laaw means (a) him, (b) her, (c) she, (d) his, (e) all of
these (if) non of these.

4. Inthe NP paak-kaa kh5j, kh5j means (a)l, (b) my, (c) me, (d) mine.

5. Inthe NP to’ phuak-caw, phuak-caw means (a) one male person, (b) more
than one person, (c) one female person.

6. Inthe NPcia phaj, phdj (a)isaquestionword, (b) means "what?", (c)
means "whose", (d) has no meaning.

7. caw paak-kaa means (a) my pen, (b) your pen, (c) his pen, (d) it has no meaning.

8.  Translate the following NP into English : (a) sdo-dam phaj,
(b) mGak, (c) tap-1i caw, (d)cia khdj, (e)pym kha-caw,

(f) pAak-kaa phuak-caw, (g) sya-fon phdj, (h)to’ phuak-haw.

Answers: lc, 2b, 3bandd, 4b, 5b, 6a, and c, 7d, 8 (a) whose pencil, (b) his/her hat,
(c) your (sg.) chair, (d) my paper, (e) their book(s), (f) your (pl.) pen, (g)
whose rain coat,

(h) our table.

14
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M-1

Office building
Office

School
Hospital

Post office

Cycle 3
héon-kaan Ts9nau
hdop-kaan &sjnﬂw
héon-hian Ts9su
héon-mdo Ts9od
héop-sdaj 159899

Is this an office building?
Is this an office?

Is this a school?

Is this a hospital?

Is this a post office?

méen hdéon-kaan boo?
mEen hdop-kaan boo?
méen hdéopn-hian boo?
méen hdéon-mdo boo?

mEen hbéon-sdaj boo?

CEDUTSINAVD?
(OuMDINAND?
CUUTS9S UD?
(CDUTSINDD?

T 2 8 e Tk

(UUIS9ILD?

M-2

Market
Hotel
Restaurant

Police station

Embassy

ta-laat 090 (OE190)
hoopn-héem TS9sL
haan-aa-haan S
kom-tam-1ldat NUOHN20
khaaj tha-hdan SENWYO

Yes, this is a market.

Yes, this is a hotel.

Yes, this is a restaurant.

Yes, this is the police

station.

mEen leew, nii mEen

ta-laat.

méen leew, nii mEen

héon-héem.

méen leew, nii mEen

haan-aa-hdan.

mEen leew, nilii mEen

kom-tam-1ldat.

Yes, this is the military base

mEen leew, nili mEen

khaaj tha-haan.

15
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C-1

A. s this a hotel? A.nii m€en hodon-héem boo?

B. Yes, thisis a hotel. B.méen leew, nii mEen hdop-heem.

%jcfzﬁ’ﬁnSJu28321'1611J§m§)§)3283m33 KONV LIEODVHV

C-2

A. Is this your book? A.an nii m€en pym caw boo?

B. Yes, thisis my book. B.mEen leew, an nii mEen pym

Kh3j .

woonis Buojafiv Wilinsjunavcarnsuiiviigon eesBulordneeglo
C-3

A. Whose book is this? A.an nii mEen pym phdj?

Is it yours? pym caw boo?
B. Yes, thisismybook. B.m&en lgéew, an nii m&en pym
Kh3j .

ﬁﬁc’émgof’ﬁwiﬁu C1 oz C2 ﬁenﬁmmsaeuﬁosané‘cu
1 o éi <l) g I 5 20 e'\ | o %4 o ¥ (la- s
NavagwewUdzd0ise9lolgugay Su°) cnaacm@nngniﬂg ToesaaeaﬂaumSJUUﬂcgmmn

eaoNFInagoalins u@alatoomaY

NOTES

1) One type of Noun Compound is composed of Noun + Noun, in which the second noun
stands in a "modifier" relationship to the first or head noun. The following are examples:

Noun +  Noun ("Modifier")

1) haan aa-hdan
shop food
"restaurant”

16



LAO BASIC COURSE

2)

3)

2)

4)

Another type of Noun Compound is made up of Noun + Verb and is similar to a Sentence :

1)

2)

nii means "here, this, this one" when it occurs alone. It may also occur after the
classifier as a determiner, as in an nii "this, this one".

Observe the relationship between a question with mEen boo and its affirmative

response:

khan

z v

hoop m3o

building medical doctor
"hospital”

khaaj tha-hdan

camp military persons
"camp, fort"

sya fén

clothing rain
“raincoat"

Noun +  Verb
s90 dam
stick black
"pencil”
hom
rod shade
"umbrella”

17
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

Question: NP+ mEen + NP + boo

nii mEen héon-mdo boo

Affirmative
Response: meEen leew

Both the Subject NP and the Complement NP are usually absent in the response;
however, the response may contain a complete confirmation after the
mEen leew response, as follows:

Question: nii m€en hdéon-mdo boo?
Response: méen leew, nii mEen hdon-mdo
APPLICATION

In the Noun Compound sya-fon, sya is (a)the head noun,
(b) the modifier of £on, (c) the classifier, (d) none of these.

In the Noun Compound haan aa-hdan, aa-hdan is (a)the head noun, (b) the
modifier, (c) a question word, (d) none of these.

In the Noun Compound héon-hian, hian is (a)a Noun, (b) a verb (c) VP, (d) none
of these.

khan-hom is (a) a NP, (b) VP, (c) S, (d) Noun Compound,
(e) none of these, (f) all of these.

dam sdo0 means (a) black stick, (b) pencil, (c) pen, (d) it is meaningless.

"Fort" is translated into Lao, as (a) sya tha-hdan,
(b) haaj tha-hdan, (c)hdéon tha-hdan (d) khaaj aa-haan,
(e) tha-haan khaaj.

"Raincoat" is translated into Lao as (a) fon sya, (b) fon mdo,
(c) sya-fon, (d)sya pym, (e)sya-fon.

Answers: la, 2b, 3b, 4aandd, 5d, 6b, 7c

18
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8) A correct response to the question nii m&en hdopn-mdo boo is
(@) 1leew, (b)leew boo (c)mEen lgew (d) mEen (e) mEen boo
(mEen leew, nii mEen hdon mdo
9) If you wanted to find out if something was a book, what would you say?
10) If you wanted to find out if a certain umbrella belonged to a particular person, what
would you say?
Cycle 4
M -1
Garage haan peng lot SIVEUYDO
Court saan 9
Post office héon-kaan paj sa-nii Isgnautdseld
Church boot Tuo
Z00o stan-sat SOVSO

They are going to the garage.

They are going to court.

They are going to the post

office.
They are going to church.

They are going to the zoo.

kha-caw si paj

tu-sdom-10t.
kha-caw si paj saan.

kha-caw si paj

héon-kaan paj sa-nii.

kha-caw si paj boéot.

kha-caw si paj

suan-sat.

(29398 tUgRUSO.

(2999 LUK,

(29t isgnau
TUseD.

(2999 tUT U0,

(2995 [UKoVUS0.

Answers: 8c, d, f, 9(an) nii m&en pym boo, 10(an) nii m&en khan-hom
caw boo (or) (an) nii mEen khan-hom phaj

19
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The children

The monks

The athletes

The beauty queen

Custom officers

dék-nsoj
khiu-baa
nak-kii-laa
naan-naam

nidaj-phéda-sii

(ONUE
au

Y
UNAa9
U999

VDWW

Where are the children going? dék-nooj si paj sdj? (Onuesstdls?
Where are the monks going? khiu-baa si paj sdj? @Uﬂ%‘tdcﬂ&?
Where are the athletes going? nak-kii-laa si paj saj? Innangtuls?
Where is the beauty queen ndan-pdam si paj sdj? u999u8 td18?
going?
Where are the custom officers ndaj-phda-sii si paj sdj? view sgsgtdls?
going?

M-3

Theater héon-sii-née (hbéon-sdaj-huup-naw) TS?%QU (TS‘j&‘]EJ§UL°§‘])

Temple wat 30

Shoe store haan-khaaj kéep SAUL98 1Y

Beauty-parlor haan-sdem-siaj SIVF VS0

Custom house  héon-kaan-phda-sii TS9navwag

Printing office héog-phim Ts9aL
Are you going to the theater? caw si paj hdon-sii-née (951U S9SUD?

boo?

Are you going to the temple? caw si paj wat boo? (RS LUS0D?
Are you going to the shoe caw si paj haan-khaaj- (R0 tUsu29e
store? kéop boo? (Hu?
Are you going to the beauty caw si paj haan-sdsm- (R LUSAUCSTL
parlor? stuaj boo? go8?

20
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M-3 Continued

Are you going to the

custom house?

Are you going to the
printing office?

caw si paj hoéop-kaan-

phda-sii boo?

caw si paj héon-phim
boo?

(R9StuUlsgnau

WAS)?

(R9F TS 9WLD?

M-4
Togo paj 1§
Not going b5o paj Oty
Yes, I'm going. paj. T
No, | am not going. b0 paj. 913}
C-1
A. Are you going to the shoe A. caw si paj haan-khaaj-kéep
store? bo0o?
B. Yes. | am going to the shoe B. paj, khdj si paj haan-khaaj-
store. kéep.
C-2

A. Are you going to the custom A.

house?
B. No, I'm not going. B. Dbdo,
C-3
A. Where is he going? A.
B. Heis going to school. B.

caw si paj hobop-kaan

phaa-sii boo?

bdo paj.

laaw si paj saj?
laaw si paj hobop-hian.

galdinnToudusn cowerwanldilinsuidastneniindSssjugilioss
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C-4
A. Are you going to the A. caw si paj hbéopn-sdaj boo?
post office?
B. Yes, I'm going to the B. m&en leew, khdj si paj hodop-

post office. saaj.

gaduon chelinsjudandy F9Tdiculadn Baiadadosaoaui@als.

NOTES

1) Verbs of motion frequently have locative (place word) complements.

NP + pre-V + V (motion) + Loc
kha-caw si paj ta-laat
they {will go

{are going (to the) market

No relational word is necessary between the verb of motion and the place expression.

2) saj "where"is a question word that stands in a substitute relationship with locatives:

Question: caw si paj saj? "Where are you going?"
Response: khdj si paj td-ldat  "I'm going to the market."

si is a pre-verb used to indicate incomplete action here.

3) m&en lgew is an acceptable affirmative response to any question with boo as the
guestion word.

Question: caw si paj hdéon-sda] Are you going to
bo0o? Post office?
Affirmative
Response : méen leew, [khdj sipaj Yes, (I'm going to the
hbop-sdaj] Post Office).

The confirmation part of the response is optional, although fairly common.

22
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1)

2)

3)

5)

5)

APPLICATION

In the sentence 1ldaw si paj td-14at, the action (a) has already taken place (b)

will take place in the future (c) taken place regularly (d) is taking place at present (e) it's
impossible to tell when the action takes place.

In the sentence kha-caw si paj hbéon-mdo, hdbon-mdo is (a) NP,
(b) VP, (c) locative (d) all of these.

In the sentence above, si pajis (a)apre-verb +V, (b) NP,
(c) VP, (d) the predicate.

Which of the following is a possible response to the question paj saj?:
(a) paj ta-laat, (b)hoéopn-sdaj, (c)mEen lesw, (d)paj pym,
(e) khdj si paj.

Which of the following is a correct response to the question

phuak-caw si paj kom-tam-lat boo? (a)si paj, (b) caw boo,
(c)paj leew, (d)mEen leew, phuak-hadw si paj kom-tam-ldat,
() paj, (g) All except (b) are possible answers.

Answers: 1b and d, 2aand c, 3a, 4a, 5g
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M-1

Cycle 5

You are going to school,

aren't you?

This is a pen, isn't it?

He is going to the

restaurant, isn't he?

This is the police

station, isn't it?

caw si paj hodp-hian,

meen boo?

an nili méen paak-kaa,

mEen boo?

laaw si paj haan-

aa-hdan, mEen boo?

nii m€en kom-

tam-1lUat, mEen boo?

L%ﬂ%iUTSj§JU,

CIUD?

SVULLLVUINNA,

CIUD?

2908 L USAUSMIL,

CLIUD?

VUNLONNR20,

CLIVY?
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M-2

No, he is not going to
the hotel. He is going

to the restaurant.

No, this is not a book.

This is paper.

No, I'm not going to the
office building.

| am going to the post
office.

No, this is not the hotel.

This is the restaurant.

b5o mEen, laaw si bdo paj
héon-héem. ldaw si paj
haan-aa-haan.

bdo mEen, an nii bdo mEen

pym. an nii m&en cia.

bdo mEen, khdj si bdo paj
héon-kaan.

kh3j si paj hbop-saaj.

b5o méen, nii bdo

mEen hdéon-héem.

nii méen haan-aa-haan.

Dy, 99280ty
TS9usy. 2988

SAUDNU.

20 |
<0

(U, SUVVCLLU

¢

20

U, §1Jmujm%:].

Coe Coo-

v

Dy, S9880TUIsInau.

soodtulsgmae.

20 |1
<0

D00y, VOIS Yesd.

VIUSIUDNU.

C-1

A. Heis going to the restaurant  A.

isn't he?

B. No, he is going to the hotel. B.

meen bdo?
b0 meEen,
héon-héem.

laaw si paj haan aa-hdan,

laaw si paj

‘Zmamaemi’insan FJWLILILDIN0UNDIU LD LUVNHNUEOT FALDIZIVEONIVE0.

[ 2 [ %4 s ~ 1 ° 1 &
nnSJiJ%mSjmofﬂj wazigalanaucoagdagmhuzoawnnsolty.

A. Thisis atable, isn't it?

B. No, thisis a chair.

A. an nii m&en to’,

mEen bdo?

B. D30 mEen, an nii m&en tap-1ii.
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1)

1)

2)

This is an office, isn't it? A. nii m&en hdop-kaan, mEen boo?

No, this is not an office. B. b5 mEen, nii bdo mEen

This is a classroom. hdon-kaan. nii m&en hdop-hian.
NOTES

mEen bdo can be attached to any statement (S + mE€en b592). The usual affirmative

response isméen lgew or caw with or without confirmatory statement. The usual
negative response is bdo m€en plus a Statement of the actual facts.

Question: laaw si paj haan-aa-haan, mEen boo?

Affirmative
Response: m&en leew, [laaw si paj hdan-aa-hdan]

Or caw, [laaw si paj hdan-aa-hdan]

Negative
Response: bdo m&en, ldaw si paj hbopn-héem.

APPLICATION

Which of the following responses is a correct negative response to 1daw si paj
haan aa-hdan, mEen boo? (a) bdo, (b) bdo mEen,

(c) bdo paj, (d) bdo haan aa-hdan, (e) bdo méen, ldaw si paj
héon-héem.

Which of these sentences is correct

(@) ldaw bdo si paj hbopn-hian
(b) ldaw si bdo paj hdon-hian,
(c) ldaw si paj bdo hdéon-hian
(d) ldaw bdo paj si hdon-hian.

Answers: 1aandb, 2b
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3. Which of these sentences is correct
(@) nii m&en bdo hdopn-héem,
(b) nii bdo mEen hdon-héem
(c) héon-héem bdo nii
(d) b3o nii mEen hdon-héem.

4. Disagree with this statement: 1daw si paj hbéon-kaan.

5. Disagree with this sentence: an nii m€en pym.

6. Translate the following sentences into English
(@) kha-caw si paj hdonp-kaan
(b) khdj si bdo paj ta-laat
() phuak-caw si paj haan aa-hdan, m&en b50°?

(d) caw si bdo paj kom-tam-lGat m&en bd0?

(e) laaw si paj khaaj-thd-haan
() caw si paj saj?
(g) phuak-hadw si bdo paj hbéon-mdo

(h) caw si paj hbéon-héem, mEen boo?

Answers: 3 b,

4 laaw si bdo paj hbéop-kaan.

5 an nii bdo m&en pym.

6 (a) They are going to the office. (b) I'm not going to the market. (c) You're
going to the restaurant, aren't you? (d) You're not going to the Police
Station, are you? (e) He/she is going to the military post. (f) Where are
you going? (g) We are not going to the hospital. (h) You're going to the
hotel, aren't you?

27



LAO BASIC COURSE

CYCLE-6
M-1

Souksomboun sik-sém-buun INILYY

Manivone ma-nii-wdon Lelioau

She laaw Q99

This person khén phtu nii augyy

My teacher niaj-khau khdj U1egeoe)
His name is Souksomboun. laaw syy suk-som-buun. mofé@n%ugn.
Her name is Manivone. ldaw syy ma-nii-wdon.  928u=lo9W.
Her name is Manisone. ldaw syy ma-nii-sdon.  a%08u=Usov.
This person's name is khén phiu nii s§y fuguZusUaou.
Manisone. ma-nii-sdon.
My teacher's name is ndaj-khiu khdj sjy RIS
Manisone. ma-nii-sdon. LelR9u.
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M-2

You

This student
This service-man
That police-man

That business person

That government employee

caw (39
nak-hian phiu nii ﬁn%yu@%
tha-hdan phtu nii msmﬂUQ%
tam-1dat phtu nan m%maao@ﬁu
nak-thi-1a-kit phiu nan  dngasfogiy

What's you name?

What's this student's

name?

What's this serviceman's

name?

What's that policeman's

name?

What's that business

person's name?

What's that government

employee's name?

caw syy njan?

nak-hian phtu
njan?
thd-hdan phiau
njan?

tam-1Gat phtu
njan?

nak-tha-13-kit phau

nan syy njan?

pha-nak-paan-1at phiu

nan syy njan?

(99801&97?
nii syy ﬁnsqjméﬁé”mﬁg?
nii syy NeMAWGUENEY?
nan syy nANR00LUSYEY?

C-1
A. What's your name?
B. Mynameis.......
C-2
A. Your student's name is...isn't it?
B.

No, my student's name is...

29
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1)

2)

NOTES

The verb sy "to be named" requires an animate noun (or noun substitute) as a
subject and a personal name as complement:

NP + syy + NP
laaw sy ma-nii-wdon
"She is named Manivone."

A further restriction in this type of sentence is that the name must be appropriate (in
terms of sex) to the subject. Manivone is a female name; Souksomboun is a male
name.

The Noun Complement of s§y may be replaced by njan in question:

Question:  caw syy njan "What's your name?"

Response: khdj syy kham-desp "My name's Khamdaeng."

Since Lao nouns are not marked for number or for the definite, indefinite category, the
Noun Phrase is marked only if it contains a Classifier Phrase. If it contains Classifier +

Determiner, it is marked as definite (not generic). Compare the marked and unmarked
examples below:

Generic: thi-haan " (a) soldier”, "soldiers"

Definite: thd-hdan phiu nii "This soldier"

phiu is a classifier for human nouns. It is used only in the singular.
nii is a determiner. It refers to something near the speaker.
phtGu nii is one type of classifier phrase.

nan is also a determiner. It refers to something not near the speaker.
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APPLICATION

1) A possible answer to the question : caw syy njdn is
(@) khdj m&en kom-tam-1dat, (b) khdj syy hdonp-kaan,
(c) khdj syy ma-lii-can, (d) khdj bdo syy.

2)  Which of the following sentences is correct Lao? (a) ndaj-khiu laaw sjyy

suk-som-buun, (b) ldaw syy nak-hian, (c) to’ syy njan,
(d) pdak-kaa syy tan-ii, (e) ldaw mEen ma-lii-can.

3) Translate the following NP into English: (a) ndk-hian phtu nii, (b) thd-haan
phtGu nii, (c) phd-ndk-paan-14t phtu nan, (d) tam-ldat phGu nan,

(e) khén phtu nii, (f) ndaj-khiu phtGu nan.

4)  Match the questions with correct answers:

(@) caw syy njan? (@) m&en lgew,
(b) lédaw syy Peter, m&en bd0? (b) khdj si paj ta-laat,
(¢) an nii m&en to’ bdo? (¢) khdj syy ma-lii-can,
(d) caw si paj saj? (d m&en leéew, an nii m&en to’.
Answers: 1l.c, 2.a, 3. (a) This student, (b) This serviceman, (c) That government
employee, (d) That policeman, (e) This person, (f) Thatteacher. 4.a/c, b/
a, c/d, d/b
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Cycle 7
M- 1

To be tall, high suup g9

To be pretty paam 9L

To be fat tuj C’J:EJ

To be skinny c50] 999

To be short, low tam &

To be good dii 3]
Is he tall? lédaw stup boo? 2908907
Is she pretty? ldaw naam boo? 29099007
s he fat? ldaw tuj boo? aﬂoéaﬁ?
Is he skinny? ldaw cdoj boo? 29099907
Is he short? ldaw tam boo? 2990907
Is he good? ldaw dii boo? 210007
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M-2
To be good dii 3]
To be kind caj-dii 126
To be bad stia 20
To be courageous kaa-haan nazaU
To be studious dG-man Qundy
To be intelligent sa-laat N0, IO
He is a good person, ldaw pen khén dii, 292(JUaVY, KIVD?
isn't he? mEen boo?
He is a kind person,  ldaw pen khén caj-dii, 92Juaulad, (oud?
isn't he? mEen boo?
He is a bad person, ldaw pen khén s@a, mEen  92JUOUSD, (cIVD?
isn't he? boo?
He is a courageous ldaw pen khén kaa-haan, Qaacduaunanay,
person, isn't he? mEen boo? [V ?
He is a studious ldaw pen khoén di-man, [acdudiugniy,
person, isn't he? mEen boo? VD ?
He is an intelligent ldaw pen khén si-laat, 92 JVAVS0.
person, isn't he? mEen boo? VD ?
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M-3
To be strong kKheep-héen (6296689
To be weak Son-ee 29UL(D
To be softhearted caj-3on Tlagou
To be hardhearted caj-khéen 1acey
To be lazy khii-khaan S0y
He is a very strong ldaw pen khén khéepn-héen 92Juduegsy
person. laaj NRE).
He is a very weak ldaw pen khén Son-ee Q9ouaussuie
person. laaj. NN,
He is a very softhearted laaw pen khoén caj-5on acduaulageu
person. laaj. NN,
He is a very hardhearted laaw pen khoén caj-khéen anacduaulacey
person. laaj NN,
He is a very lazy laaw pen khén khii-khaan amoudugaan
person. laaj NN,
C-1
A. s hetall? A. laaw suun boo?
B. Yes, heis. B. suup.
C-2
A. Heis a (studious) person, isn't he? A. laaw pen khoéon [dia-mén]
mEen bdo?
B. Yes, he is a very (studious) person. B. m&en leew, lAdaw pen khoén

34
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Cycle 8
M-1

To be polite su-phaap SIRES

To be intelligent sa-laat 90

To be stupid no60 19

To be fat uan 20U

To be skinny C50] 999

To be good dii 3]

To be tall, high suun g9

To be short (height) tia ESJ

To be short (height) tam B9
This person is very polite. khén phtu nii st-phaap laaj. ﬁn@ﬁ@maumms.
This person is very intelligent. khén ph@u nii sa-laat laaj. ﬁmﬁ&momms.
This person is very stupid. khén ph@u nii pdéo laaj. émﬁ?jznmg.
This person is very fat. khén phtu nii uan laaj. ﬁ:ucjﬁyammme.
This person is very skinny. khén phGu nii cdoj laaj. émﬁféeammg.
This person is very good. khén phtu nii dii laaj. ancéﬁama‘lﬂ.
This person is very tall. khén phtu nii suup laaj. énc‘éﬁ@jmmy.
This person is very short. khén phtu nii tia laaj. ﬁmjﬁc%mmy.
This person is very short. khén phtu nii tam laaj. allt’éﬁcé)‘lmaﬂu
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Woman
Unmarried woman
Girl student
Secretary
Unmarried man

Young man

phiu-njin
phiu-saaw
nadk-hian njin
lée-khda-ni-kaan
phiu-baaw

sdaj-nam

97

AL

Y
Tnsjudy
(229N
AL

Y

2982111

That woman is a polite
person.

That unmarried woman

is a polite person.

That girl student is a

polite person.

That secretary is a

pretty person.

That unmarried man is
handsome person.

That young man is a

phGu-njin phtu nan pen
khén su-phaap.

phiiu-sdaw phtiu nan pen
khén su-phaap.
nak-hian njin phGu nan

pen khén su-phaap.

lée-khaa-nt-kaan phtu nan

pen khén paam.

phiu-bdaw phiu nan pen

khén paam.

sdaj-nim phiu nan pen

w89eiiucuaugwa.
U U Q
g9 0uduEy
WY

Tnsjudygiincdviiv

e‘i)Z.U‘]U.

Lagﬂymmjﬁmi'jn

au99L.

Qdﬂ@@jﬁmcﬁwﬁnﬁﬂ

5-5\‘3?

gaomyeiuduauERag

handsome person.

khén paam.
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Your friend
Government official
Military officer
Police officer
Mailman

Interpreter

phyan caw
khéda-1at-tha-kaan
ndaj tha-haan
ndaj tam-ldat
khén-soén-nan-syy

nadaj-phaa-saa

(&ou (39

29807ENU

VISINEUMIL

UILONNRI0

aug9ni9F, wengautused

VJWIK

What sort of person is

that friend of yours?

What sort of person is

that government official?

What sort of person is

that military officer?

What sort of person is

that military officer?

What sort of person is that

mailman?

What sort of person is that

interpreter?

phyan caw phfiu nan pen

khén can-daj?

khda-1lat-tha-kaan phau

nan pen khén cap-daj?

nidaj tha-hdan phtu nan

pen khén can-daj?

nidaj tam-lUat phGu nan

pen khén can-daj?

khén-sén-nan-syy phiu

nan pen khoén canp-daj?

ndaj phéda-saa phtu nan

pen khén can-daj?

Lzﬁeuc%ﬂ@ﬁmﬁmﬁu

59207

2a80nen1ueiudy

au3910?

memwnw@ﬁmﬁn
au3910?

Vs nRo0gludy

au39107?

20
o

augmiyseyiucdu
Y

au39107?

mswﬂaﬂcjﬁmi’mﬁw

59707
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C-1
A. s this woman tall? A. phiu njin phtu nii suup boo?
B. Sheis very tall. B. 1laaw stup laaj.
C-2
A.  What sort of person is A. sdaj-num phtu nan pen khoén
that young man? cap-daj?
B. He is a polite person. B. 1laaw pen khoén su-phaap.
NOTES

1) Words like stun "tall", dii "good" are called stative verbs (Vs). They function as the

Main Verb (MV) in sentences describing the state or condition of something or
someone.

NP + Vs
laaw suu
"He (is) tall.”

Since words having similar meanings are adjectives in English, "be" must be added in
translation.

2) The following are transformations of the sentence laaw suun (NP +Vs):

Negative statement:. ldaw b50 suup "He isn't tall."

Affirmative question:  laaw suup boo? "Is he tall?"

Affirmative response: suu "Yes, he is."

Negative response: bdo suun [laaj] "No, not (very) tall"

. These notes and the application are for use with cycles 7 and 8.
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3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

Stative verbs may also function as modifiers of NP:

NP + Vs
khén khii-Kkhaan
(person lazy)

"lazy person”

NP of the type above often occur in sentences with pen as the copula verb:

NP +  pen + NP
liaw pen khén sa-laat

"He's an intelligent person."

mEen boo may be added to form a question.
1daj occurs after Vs as an intensifier: stung laaj "very tall", etc.

Both khéen-héen "strong, powerful" and 5on-ce "weak, frail, feeble" refer to
physical strength.

Both tia and tam may be used to refer to the shortness of a person, but tam is
usually used in referring to objects.

can-daj "what kind of, what sort of" is used with khon to inquire about a person's
personal traits or physical features:

Question:  ldaw pen khén can-daj? What sort of person is she?"
Answer: laaw pen khén sa-1ldat 1laaj She's a very intelligent person.
Answer: ldaw sa-ldat ldaj She's very intelligent.”
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=

APPLICATION

In the sentence caw si-phaap, su-phaap is (a) NP, (b) VP, (c) Q (d) Vs
(3) none of these.

noo laaj is probably (a) a negative statement, (c) an affirmative response, (d) a
negative response.

dii bdo is probably (a) a negative statement (b) a question (c) NP
(d) negative response (e) none of these.

Which of these sentences has an error in it? (a) caw bdo tia (b) ldaw b3o pen
sd-laat (c) khdj cd0j (d) khéon phGu nii pdo laaj.

Translate the following sentences into Lao: (a) What sort of person are you? (b) That
young man is very skinny. (c) That friend of yours is stupid, isn't he? (d) I'm not a very

courageous person. (f) she's not very fat. (g) is she tall?

In the sentence khén phtu nii ndéo ldaaj, phau is (a) a noun (b) a verb
(c) Vs (d) classifier (e) determiner.

In the NP khon c¢59j is (@) NP (b) Vs (c) Q (d) modifier of khén
(e) none of these.

Inthe VP dii 1laaj, laaj is (a) NP (b) VP (c) negative (d) intensifier of dii.

Answers: Ibandd, 2,3b,4b,5(a) caw pen khon candaj (b) sdaj nam

phiiu nan cdo0j laaj (c) phyan caw phtu nan ndo, mEen bdo
(d) khdj bdo pen khén kaa-hdan laaj (e) ldaw bdo tuj [uan]
laaj (f) laaw suuj bdo, 6aandd, 7b andd, 8d,
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Cycle 9
M-1
American khén &-mée-1li-kan fuosUSHU
Laotian khén laaw URD
Thai khén thaj DU
Cambodian khén khéa-méen U2 CUU
Englishman khén an-kit AUS9NO
Chinese khén ciin AU
Is she an American?  l4daw pen khén 4-mée-li-kan, a%2cJusiusziuSHu,
méen boo? CLUUD?
Is he a Laotian? ldaw pen khoéon léaw, 292cJVOVRID, eIV ?
mEen boo?
Is he a Thai? l4daw pen khén théj, R92cTUaVLY, (LUVD?
méen boo?
Is he a Cambodian? ldaw pen khdén khéa-méen, 0 Judugs UL,
méen boo? LUV ?
Is he an Englishman? 1laaw pen khén ap-kit, a90cJuauS9No,
méen boo? CcIVD?
Is he a Chinese? ldaw pen khén ciin méen 2cJuauV, (VD ?
boo?
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M-2

American khén &-mée-1i-kan
Japanese khén njii-pan
Vietnamese khén wiat-ndam
Burmese khén pha-maa

French khén fa-1lap

German

khén jee-1la-méan

U 98tUSHU
U SQU
au NOJOVIL
au wela
au &Is%‘j

U tgJuasIu

Yes, he is an American.

Yes, he is a Vietnamese

Yes, he is a Burmese.

Yes,he is a Frenchman.

Yes, he is a German.

mEen leew, laaw pen khon

ad-mée-1i-kan.

mEéen leew, laaw pen
khén wiat-ndam.
mEéen leew, laaw pen khon
pha-maa
mEéen leew, laaw pen khon

fa-1ang

méen leew, ldaw pen khoén

jee-la-man

EEJ:IIJEE&O, Q92cJUaU

9= (USHL.

EEJ.IJIJEEQO, Q92cJu8U

?J'IOJOIJ‘]JJ.
EEJ.IJIJEEQO, Q92cJu8U

We 9.

EEJ.IJIJEEQO, Q92cJu8U

tJed.

LIV, D92 TuaU

(duasu

Are you an (Englishman)? A. caw pen khéon [ap-kit], mEen boo?
Yes, | am an Englishman. B. mEen leew, khdj pen khén ap-kit.

Is that (teacher) an Englishman? A. [ndaj-khau] phGu nan pen
khén ap-kit, mEen boo?
No, that teacher is not an B. bdo mEen, naaj-khGu phiu

(Englishman).

He is an (American)

nan bdo pen khén an-kit.

ldaw pen khén [4-mée-1i-Kkan]
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1)

2)

2)

3)

NOTES

The Noun khon “"person” + Name of Country is used to refer to nationals of any
country.

Noun + Noun

khén laaw

person Laos
"a Laotian"

pen "be"is a copula Verb (like m€en ) and occurs only in constructions of this type:
NP + pen + NP.

NP + pen + NP.
caw pen khén laaw
"You are a Lao"

Sentences with pen as the liking verb can be converted to questions by adding

mEen boo?. mEen boo is normally used when asking for confirmation of a fact.
The response follows the usual pattern.

Statement: caw pen khoéon thaj "You are a Thai."
Question: caw pen khoéon thaj, m&en bdo? "Are you a Thai?"
Affirmative

Response: méen leew, [Khdj pen khén thaj] "Yes, I'm Thai."
Negative

Response: b5o méen, khdj pen khon laaw "No, I'm a Lao."
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1)

2)

3)

4)
5)

6)

APPLICATION

Answer the following question with the correct information:
(@) caw syy njan? (b) caw pen khén ldaw, mEen boo?

Translate the following NP:
(@) khén an-kit (b) thd-hdan phtu nii (c) kha-caw

(d) khén ciin  (e) khon laaw phtGu nii.

In the NP ndk-hian phGu nan, phau is (a) NP, (b) determiner,

(c) a classifier, (d) a question word, (e) it refers to people.

What would you say to find out if a serviceman you saw was a German?

In answer to a question you say that your teacher is English.

You are asked if you are a Thai. You say that you are not, but that you are an

American.

Answers:

1. Give factual information. 2 (a) Englishman, (b) this serviceman, (c) they,
(d) a Chinese, (e) thisLao, 3(cande) 4

tha-hdan phiu nan pen khén jee-1ad-man, m&en boo?

5 nadaj-khtu khdoj pen khon an-kit, 6 bdo m&en, khdj bdo
pen khén thaj, khdj pen khén a-mée-1i-can
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Cycle 10
M-1
U.S.A. sd-ha-1lat a4-mée-li-kaa FEMES02EUSNI
Laos pa-theet laaw U099
Thailand pad-théet thaj Y0t
Vietnam pa-theet wiat-naam Jznoajona
China pa-théet ciin UL n0IU
England pad-théet ap-kit Je 08910
He is from the USA. ldaw mda cldak sa-héa-lat RIDUIINJENESO
d-mée-1li-kaa. 2 LUSNA.
He is from Laos. ldaw mda caak pa-theet QDUIIINYLNORND.
laaw.
He is from Thailand. ldaw méa cdak pa-théet thij. a92u99NUz0ty.
He is from Vietnam. laaw mda cadak pa-theet QIDUINYE N0
wiliat-néam. 22OV,
He is from China. ldaw méa cldak pa-théet RIDUIINULCNOTL.
ciin.
He is from England.  l4aw mda cdak pa-théet 12U INULN0SIN0.
an-kit.
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M -2 .
You caw (99
French fa-lap wsgj
This student nak-hian phiiu nii ﬁn§}UQ§
That person khén phiu nan augyiiu
That teacher ndaj-khu phiu nan Vaegey
What country are you caw mida céak pa-theet Ravaranusolo?

from?

What country are
Frenchmen from?

What country is this

student from?

What country is this

person from?

What country is that

teacher from?

daj?

khén fa-1lap méa céak
pa-theet daj?

ndk-hian phtu nii méa
cdak pa-theet daj?
khén phu nii mda caak
pa-theet daj?

ndaj-khuu phGu nan maa

cdak pa-theet daj?

aueledguamndznlo?

20
Qo

ﬁﬂSJth}éiJJJ‘]‘WJ’]UBCU]O
10?

20
Ca) Qo

fuglaNds o

107

nﬂaggﬁn¢mwﬂntmcmo
10?

C-1

A. What country are Americans from?  A.
B. Americans are from the U.S.A. B.
C-2

A.  Where are you from?

B. I'mfrom Laos.

khén a-mée-1li-kan maa

cdak pa-theet daj?

khén a-mée-li-kan maa caak

sa-ha-1lat a-mée-1li-kaa.

A. caw mda cdak saj?

B. kh3j maa cédak pa-theet laaw?
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NOTES

1) The Main verb (MV) may be composed of two or more individual verbs in a series. The

verb maa "to come" (like paj " to go" and other verbs of motion) may be followed by
verbs showing direction of motion (like caak " (to move) away from").

NP MV NP (loc)
kh3j maa cdak sa-ha-1at 4-mée-1li-kaa
"l come

came from the United States.”

am coming

Since there is no time indication in this sentence, maa may refer to present, past, or
future time.

2) daj "which" is a question word substitute. It substitutes for the determiners
[nii, nan], for names, and some other nouns.

Question: pa-theet daj?  "Which country?
Response 1: pa-theet ciin " China"
Response 2. pa-theet nii "This country."
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

APPLICATION

In the sentence, khdj mia cdak pa-theet ldaw, mda cdak is(a)N,
(b) VP, (c) MV, (d) Q, (e) determiner.

In the sentence above, pad-theet laaw is (a) VP, (b) Q, (c) NP,
(d) Locative, (e) S.

In the sentence above, the action is (a) in the past, (b) the future,
(c) in progress, (d) none of these.

nak-hian phtu nii refers to (a) one person, (b) two persons,
(c) more than two, (d) it is unclear.

In the VP mda céak, céak is(a) NP, (b)V, (c) preposition, (d) VP.

In the Noun Compound sad-ha-1at 4-mée-1i-kaa, sa-ha-1at probably means
(a) country, (b) America, (c) United States, (d) nation, (e) none of these.

China is translated into Lao as (a) ciin, (b) ciin pa-theet,
(c) pad-theet ciin, (d) phtu ciin.

"This teacher of mine" would be translated into Lao as:
(@) ndaj-khGu caw nii, (b) néaj-khtu phGu nii kh3j,
(c) ndaj-khau kh5j phtu nii, (d) ndaj-khau caw phtu nii.

Answers: 1.c, 2.candd, 3.aandc, 4.a, 5.b, 6.¢c, 7.c, 8.c
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Cycle 11
M-1
Vientiane myan wian-can Lﬁegaﬁ%u
Sekong province khuep sée-koop ((209(8N99
Washington myan wdo-sin-tan (J299890u
Minnesota 1at miniséotaa Sol0tg0n
California 1at khaaliifdonia §O€]‘]§Zﬁ£l]J
Sikhay village baan sii-khéj DuSle
Houa-phan province khiuen hua-phan (2097108
Keun village baan ken UaucHiu
Where is Vientiane? myan wian-can juu saj? Lﬁ@ﬂ@Jﬁmﬂ%?
Where is Sekong province? khien sée-kooy jiu sdj?  t209ignejyis?
Where is Washington? myay wéosintan jlu sdjz  (Je99890ugia?
Where is the state of lat minisdéotaa juu sdj? Sobligonagla?

Minnesota?

Where is the state of
California?

Where is the village of
Sikhay?

Where is the province
of Houa-phan?

Where is the village
of Ban Keun?

14t khaaliifdonia juu
saj?
baan sii-khaj juu saj?

khien hua-phan jau saj?

baan ken juu saj?

§om§$zi’lesﬁg)?
Uﬂnéﬁaeﬂgj?
te209tiodiue/1e?

Uﬂmﬁu%ﬂ&?
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M-2
The city of Vientiane
The province of Sekong
Washington, D.C.

The village of Sikhay

State of California

Hanoi

Houa-phan

myan wiap-can
khuen sée-koon
myan wdosiptan
baan sii-khaj
1at khdalifdonia
myan haa-ndoj

khiuen hua-phén

(De90]9u
((209(8N99
(2998951
vangle
Soaaddiy]
(Jogsatame

(c2093ioliu

The city of Vientiane

is in Laos.

The province of Sekong

is in Laos.

Washington, D.C. is in
the U.S.A.

The Sikhay village is in

Vientiane.

The State of California
is in the U.S.A.

Hanoi is in Vietnam.

Samneua is in the

province of Houa-phan.

myan wiap-can jUu naj

pa-theet léaaw.

khuen sée-koon juu naj
pa-theet léaaw.

myan wdosipntan jhu naj
sd-ha-1at améelikaa.
baan sii-khaj jau naj
myan wiap-can.

14t khalifdonia jGu naj
sd-ha-1at a-mée-li-kaa.
myan haa-néoj jGu naj
pa-theet wiat-ndam.
myan sam-nya jau naj

khiuen hua-phan.

(Degojyng ludzmn

N1D.

t209gnegglludzinn

N1D.

tJe9989tug luasne

So9uUSNI.

vwdlaglucdes

;)Jj%n.

%oaﬂﬁilnmJgJTuggme

So9wUSNI.

tJegsalowed luuzo

OJOIMU.

tJe9ghnileg ueoy

Mo,
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C-1

C-2

Where is the Nathong village?

The village of Nathong is in
the city of Phonhong

Where is the city of Phonhong?

The city of Phonhong is in the
province of Vientiane.

Where is the province of
Vientiane?

The province of Vientiane is in
Laos.

Where is your school?

My school is in Arlington.

Where is Arlington?

Arlington is in the State of
Virginia.

Where is the State of Virginia?

The State of Virginia is in the
United States.

A.

A.
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baan naa-thdon jau saj?

baan nda-thdon juu naj
myay phdon-hodoy.

myan phoéon-hdon jau saj?

myan phoéon-hdon jau naj
khuen wiap-can.

khlien wiap-can jau saj?

khuen wiap-can juu naj
pa-theet léaaw.

héon-hian caw juu saj?

héopn-hian khdj jau naj
myan aaliptan

myan adaliptan juu saj?

myan aaliptan jGu naj
14t wdsciinia.

14t wdeciinia juu sdj?

14t wdeciinia juu naj
sd-ha-1at a-mée-li-kaa.
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1)

2)

3)

4)

1)

2)

NOTES

This sentence type may be used to indicate deographical location:
NP + jau + LOC

myan sam-nya jau naj khueng hua-phéan

"Sam Neua is located in the province of Houaphan."

The verb jiu "to be located in" is followed by Locatives (LOC). The term "locative"
refers to place expressions. It includes NP, Prep. + NP, and Adverbs of Place.

In questions LOC is replaced by saj "Where (at)?"

baan "village", myan "city", and khuen “"province" are all political and administrative
divisions in Laos.

APPLICATION

Answer these questions giving correct information :
(@) myan wilian-can juu saj

(b) myan haa-ndéoj juu ndj pad-théet wiat-ndam, mEen boo?

Provide a possible question to each of these answers:
(@) bdo mEen, laaw si paj hdon-héem.

(b) khuepn khdm-mian jGu nij pa-theet laaw.

(c) mEem leew, phuak-haw pen khdén njii-pan.

(d) céaak pa-theet a-mée-li-kaa.

Answers:
1(a) jiu naj pa-theet laaw (b)mEen leew
2(a) ldaw si paj hoéop-hian, m&en boo (b) khiuen kham-mtan jau saj (c)
phuak-haw pen khén njii-pin mEen boo (d) ldaw maa céak
pa-theet daj
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3) Fill in the blanks with the correct word:

(@)

(b) 1at niw-jdok juu naj

()

wiapn-can juu naj

nda-thdong juu naj

laaw.

a-mée-1i-kaa.

phdon-hodon.

(d) wianp-can juu naj laaw.
CYCLE 12
M-1

To have one's meal  kin khaw AUcS9

To do work hét-wiak L§OOJ31

To read dan nan-syy 29UNii9E

To write khian nap-syy ggumﬁjg

To study language hian phaa-saa SJUWIR

To teach language sdon phéa-saa VWK

To cook khia-kin §onU
| am having my meal. kh3j kin khéaw. eouRUE.
He works. ldaw hét-wiak. aﬂoggoan.
We read. phtiak-haw aan nap-syy. woniSagaunilys.
They write. khi-caw khian nap-syy. L§ﬂc3ﬂ2jwmﬁ3§.
You study language. caw hian phaa-sda. E%ﬂ%}U&ﬂ&W
The teacher teaches néaj-khiu sdon phéa-sda. UILOIDVWIK.
the language.
Malivanh cooks. ndap ma-l1ii-wan kha-kin.  w99U985U80N.

Answers:

3(a) myan/pa-theet (b) sa-ha-rat (c) baan, myan (d)khuen/pa-theet
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M- 2
To do hét ${s)
To buy Syy 2
To look at ba1 (29
To see hén (U
To look for sook-haa g9nuy°
To fix, repair  peep (69
What are you doing? caw hét njan- L%ﬂcgomﬁg?
What are you buying? caw syy njan? L%ﬂgmﬁg?
What are you looking at? caw bdy njan? L%ﬂcﬁjméj’?
What are you seeing? caw hén njap? L%ﬂcﬁnmég?
What are you looking for?  caw sdok-haa njan? L%ﬂgsnmmﬁj’?
What are you fixing? caw peen njane E%‘]EEUjmgj?
C-1
A. What are you doing? A. caw hét njan?
B. | am working. B. kh3j hét-wiak.
NOTES

1) kin"toeat", hét "todo, work", and dan "to read" are action verbs that require NP
complements.

NP + VvV o+ NP
khdj kin Khaw
(1 eat rice)

"I'm having a meal."
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2)

3)

4)

5)

1)

2)

3)

4)

The NP complement can be replaced by njan in questions:

Question:  caw hian njdp "What are you studying?"
Answer: kh5j hian phda-sda ldaw  "Lao."

badn means "to look at (something or someone)" hén means to see, perceive".

Both sook and hda separately mean "to look for something":

sdo-khda has the same meaning. Combinations of two verbs with the same or
similar meaning are very common in Lao.

khua-kin is the usual verb compound for "the cooking of food."

In VP hét wiak, wiak means "work (in general)" and hét means
"to do, make". hét-wiak means "to have a job" or "to be working on something".

APPLICATION

In the sentence laaw hét-wiak, wiak is (a) suject (b) VP (c) NP
(d) complement to verb hét.

A possible answer to the question caw hét njanp is (a) b3o mEen,
(b) bdo hét, (c) khdj kin khéaw, (d) b3o njan.

A possible answer to the question 1daw hian njan would be
(@) phda-sda laaw, (b) bdo hian, (c) ldaw hian phda-saa ap-kit,
(d) bdo pen njanp.

In the sentence ndaj-khiu sdon phda-sda, sdon is (a) MV,
(b) Subject, (c) NP complement, (d) classifier.

Answers: 1.candd, 2.c, 3.aandc, 4.a,
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5) Complete the following sentences: a) ldaw &an.....,
(b) khdj paj hét..... , (c) khd-caw kin..... (d) caw hian.....

6) Translate the following sentences into English:
(@) caw sd5ok-hda khan hom boo, (b) caw sook-hda njdn,
(c) ldaw si peen hyan laaw, (d) khdj hdn tha-hdan phtu nan,
(e) phiiak-haw syy mGak jGu ta-l4aat.

Answers:
7. (a)nap-syy, (b)wiak, (c)khaw, (d)phaa-saa (laaw, etc.),
6. (a) Are you looking for the umbrella? (b) What are you looking for? (c) He

will repair his house. (d) | see that soldier. (e) We bought a hat at the
market.
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Cycle 13
M-1

To eat kin A

To sit nan 9

To chat 16m-kan QU

To take pictures thaaj-huup 1RENES

To hide 1ii 5
Where are we going haw si kin jtu saj? (Sa&nue 1a?
to eat? Here? jau nii boo? s;,h%”?
Where are we going haw si nap jou siaj? (Sazii9g 1a?
to sit? Here? jiu nii boo? sﬁ?w
Where are we going haw si lém-kan jlu s&j?  (Sa8a0fivela?
to chat? Here? jau nii boo? gjﬁ"?
Where are we goingto  haw si thaaj-huup Sagnresue a?
take pictures? Here? jiu sd&j? juu nii boo? §§°7
Where are we going haw si paj 1ii jau saj? L%ﬂ%‘wgﬁa’?
to hide? Here? jiu nii boo? Sﬁ?"’?
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M-2
To eat kin A
To stand jyyn &
To wait thaa ‘E:[‘]
Tosmoke slup jaa U
To rest saw-mya j (Salou
No. Let's go eat there. bdo, paj kin juu han thd! Z‘I’J,\EUJ?IIJ%'JSZJ%ULUME!
No. Let's go stand there! bdo, paj jyyn jau héan thd! Z‘I’J,\EUQU%'JSZJ%ULUME!
No. Let's go wait there! bdo, paj thda jau han thd! &‘I’J,\EUﬁﬂ%ﬁ}]ﬁmzﬂﬁal
No. Let's go smoke there! bdo, paj stupjaa juu héan &‘I’J, \EUGE)UEJ‘I%IJgiJEZﬂ‘w!
thd!
No. Let's go rest there! bdo, paj saw-myaj juu hén &‘I’J, \ﬁUL§ﬂLﬁ8EJ%IJi%1JLZﬂ“]8!
thd!
C-1
A.  Where are you going to rest? A. caw si saw-myaj jau saj?
Here? jau nii boo?
B. No. I'm going to rest there. B. bdo, khdj si paj saw-myaj
juiu han.
C-2
A.  Where are we going to wait A. haw si théa ldaw jau sdaj?
for him? Here? jau nii bdo?
B. No. Let's go wait for him there! B. bdo, paj thda laaw jau hén

th3!
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NOTES

1)  After jau or Verbs of Motion (paj, méa, etc.)nii means "here"; hdn "there".

2) The particle thd occurs at the end of sentences, which "urge" or "suggest" a particular
course of action.

APPLICATION

1) Complete the following sentences:
(@) ldaw bdo jau hén. laaw jau
(b) jGu nii boo? bdo juu

(c) juu ? jOu nii boo?

2) Change the following statements into suggestion for action:
(@) paj jyyn jGu hén
(b) paj kin khaw
(c) paj thaaj huup

3) Complete the following sentences (Using the English cue word):

(@) paj jiu saj (hide),

(b) haw si 1dém-kan jdGu (where?)
(c) paj saw-myaj jau th3| (there).
(d) bdo paj jau hén thj| (wait)
(e) nii boo? (here?)

() ndg jGu han (Let's...))

Answers: 1) (a) nii, (b) hdn, (c) saj, 2)(a)th3|, (b) th3|, (c) th3|,
3) (@) 111, (b) s&aj, (c) han, (d) thaa, (e) jau, (f) th)|
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Cycle 14
M-1

To stay phak &N

To work hét kaan Sonau

To have one's hair cut tat-phdm Hotw

To make a phone call thbéo-1a-sap Tnsedu

To play lin Y

To listen to the radio fan wit-tha-nja? P9Sme
Where is he staying? laaw phak jau saj? maﬁnsfla?
Where is he working? ~ 1daw hét kaan jau sdj? mm%omngﬁa?
Where did he have his 14daw tat-phdm ju saj? aro8otiugls?
hair cut?
Where did he make the ldaw théo-1la-sap juu saj? ma?mse%’osﬁa?
phone call?
Where is he playing? laaw 1in jau saj? momﬁwsﬁa?
Where did he listento ~ 14aw fap wit-tha-nju? jlu sdj? av0d@9dunyela?

the radio?
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M-2
My house hyan kh3j (Seuzo
The barber shop haan tat-phdm S9u806U
The yard of the house dsden-baan (OVUI
The meeting room hdon pa-sum n9JUrgL
The post office héop-sdaj TS99
He is staying in my house. ldaw phak jGu hyan kh3j. 8‘10&13’1%‘&%81]288.
He has his hair cut at laaw tat phom jau 8‘10508&)%]5‘11]
the barbershop. haan tat-phom. Gotw.
He is playing in the ldaw 1in jGu dén-baan. RNV VU,
yard of the house.
He listened to it in the laaw fan jOu hdop pa-stm.  av0d9gneiuzgu.
meeting room.
C-1
A.  Where is he staying? A. ladaw phak juu saj?
B.  Heis staying at a hotel. B. laaw phak jau hdéop-héem.
C-2
A.  Where is your friend? A. phyan caw jau saj?
B.  Heis ata hotel. B laaw juu héopn-héem.
A. s he staying at the hotel? A. ladaw phak juu hdopn-héem boo?
B.  Yes, heis staying at the hotel. B. m&en leew, laaw phak jau

héon-héem.
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NOTES

1) The verb Phrase juu+ Locative is frequently combined with sentences to indicate
location of some activity.

Sentence + juu + LOC
ldaw phak jtu hyan kh3j

"He is staying at my house."

ldaw fan wi-tha-nju jtu hdon pa-sum

"He listened to the radio in the meeting room."

vo.

saj can replace the Locative in this construction in questions:

ldaw phak juu sdj? "Where is he staying?”

laaw fan wi-tha-nju jou saj? "Where did he listen to the radio?"
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APPLICATION

1) Inthe sentence ldaw phak juu hyan kh5j, hyan khdj is (a) VP,
(b) NP, (c) VM, (d) N

2) Inthe above sentence, jtu is (a) NP, (b) preposition, (c) verb,
(d) locative, (e) none of these.

3) Inthe above sentence, jiu hyan kh3j indicates (a) subject,
(b) location, (c) negative, (d) none of these.

4) Complete the following sentences:
(@) ...juu haan tat-phom,

(b) ldaw 1lin...d3n baan,

(c) ldaw so6n thdéo-la-leek jau...,

(d) ladaw...wit-tha-njaljau sdj,

(e) ladaw...jau hbéon-héem,

(f) khdj si...jdu tuu...saa-thda-13-na

5)  Answer the following questions:
(@) ldaw 1lin jau sdaj?

(b) ldaw fan wi-thd-njd| jau saj?

(c) caw hian phda-saa laaw juu sdj?

(d) ldaw tat-phom jGu sdj?

(e) ldaw thdo-1a-sédp juu sdj?

Answers:

1) (b), 2) (b), 3) (b), 4) (a) tiat-phdm, (b) jGu, (c) hbon-siaj

(d) fanp, (e) phak, (f) théo-1la-sap... thdéo-la-sap, 5)(a)

jau dden-baan, etc. (b) jiu héon-héem (jGu hyan laaw, etc.),
(c) jiu hoéopn-hian, (d) jau haan tat-phom,

(e) jiu tuu-thbo-la-sap saa-thaa-1a-nj|.
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in the state of California.

hdan juou 1lat khalifdonia.

Cycle 15
M-1

To go to eat paj kin khaw YUnueea

To come to work maa hétkaan uaSonau

To come to attend the meeting maa pasum Laegu

To make a phone call paj théolasdp ‘tUlussdu

To come to look for maa sdok-haa UIg29n09

To go and look at paj bay \§3[s3))
He is going to eat at laaw si paj kin khaw a‘];):‘%\EUE”]U@‘]E;JJ
the restaurant. juiu haan aa-hdan. SV,
He is coming to work ldaw si méa hét-kaan 05U9Sonu
in this office building. jau héon-kaan nii. IIEGHLIGT)
He is coming to attend a laaw si méda pa-sum ma%mdzgugﬁ
meeting in the conference room.  jiu hdon pa-sum. 0N99UegL.
He is going to go and make a laaw si paj thoo-la-sap ma%‘wfmsw%ug’]
phone call in his office. juiu hdop-kaan laaw. N2INIURND.
He came to look for you ldaw méa sdok-hda caw RIDUI2ONNICI
at school. jau hoéop-hian. %'JTS‘jSJlJ.
He went to see the military post ~ 1daw paj bdn khaaj tha-  avatdsanenzmau

g,'ﬁs’omz‘STzUwJ.
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M-2
Where saj 127
What njan 089?
What is he goingtodo  l4daw si paj hét njdp jiu ma%‘wg%omﬁggjgw
at the barbershop? haan tat-phdm? Hotwu?
What is he coming to ldaw si mda hét njap ma%mc%’omﬁggﬁﬁ?
do here? jau nii?
Whatis he goingtogo ~ laaw si paj hét njap ma%‘wﬁgomﬁggﬁu?
and do there? jau héan?
C-1
A. What are you going to do at the A. caw si paj hét njan juu
barbershop? haan tat-phom?
B. | am going to have my hair cut. B. khdj si paj tat-phom.
C-2

Where are you going? caw si paj sdj?

A

B. | am going to the restaurant. khdj si paj haan aa-hdaan
A. What are you going to do there? caw si paj hét njapg juu héan?
B

| am going to eat.

w >w >

khdj si paj kin-khaw
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NOTES

1) paj "togo'and mda "to come" may be following by a VP indicating an activity
(_ kin khaw, etc.) This may be followed by jau + LOC indicating the location.

NP + si paj + activity + Location

laaw si paj kin khaw juu haan aa-hdan

"He is going to eat at the restaurant.”

This sentence is made up of 3 basic underlying sentences:

(2) [laaw] kin khaw

(3) [lédaw] juu haan aa-haan

In questions the VP indicating Activity can be replaced by hét njan "do what?”: the
VP of Location by jiu saj.

Statement: laaw si paj kin khaw juu haan aa-haan
Question

(Activity): ldaw si paj hét njapg [jGu haan aa-hdan]?
Question

(Location): léaw si paj kin khaw jau saj?
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APPLICATION

In the sentence 1ldaw si paj sook-hda pym ladaw juu hdopn-mdo.

sook-hda pym is a VP indicating (a) location (b) time (c) activity (d) actor (e) none of
these.

juu hdéon-mdo is a VP indicating (a) purpose (b) location (c) subject (d) time.

si pa]j indicates (a) past time (b) future time (c) present time (d) indefinite time.

In the sentence laaw mda sook-haa caw jGu hdop-hian the time of the action
is probably (a) present (b) future (c) past (d) future or present.

What are the 3 underlying sentences of the following sentence: ldaw si paj son
théo-1a-1eek jGu hdbon-sdaj

(a)
(b)
(€)

Answers: 1c, 2c, 3 (a) laaw si paj ... (b) [ldaw] so6py  thobo-la-leek
(d) [1daw] jau hdbon-sdaj
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4.  Translate the following sentences into English:

() ldaw si paj sook-hdaa pym caw

(b) khdj paj bdn wit-thd-nja? juu haan aa-hdan

(c) ldaw si bdo paj hét wiak jiu myan sian-maj

(d) ldaw mda hét njdn juu hdon pa-sum

(e) caw si paj syy sya-fon jau saj

() phaj mda 1lin jGu dén baan caw

Answers:4 (a) He is going to look for your book.
(b) I wentto look at the radio at the restaurant.
(c)  He will not go work in Chiangmai.
(d)  What did he come to do at the meeting?
(e)  Where will you buy a raincoat?
(f)  Who came to play in your yard?
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Cycle 16
M-1
To come here mda nii Va0
To go there paj hén YUy
To come over here maa phii ol
To go over there paj phun i
He is coming here. ldaw si mda nii 2908095,
He is going there. ldaw si paj han 203U,
He is coming over here. laaw si maa phii 208U,
He is going over there.  ldaw si paj phun ma%‘tdzﬁu.
C-1
A. Is he coming here? A. laaw si mda nii boo?
B. No. He is going there. B. bdo. ldaw si paj héan.
C-2
A. Are you going over there? A. caw si paj phun boo?
B. No. I'm coming over here. B. Dbdo. khdj si maa phii.
NOTES
1). Bothnii and phii refer to space near athand, butnii is more specific (right
here!) and phii is more general ("over here"). nii is more likely to be used in
comands, such as mda nii "come here."
2) han means "there". phun means "way over there."
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APPLICATION

1. Complete the following sentences: (a) ldaw si maa...(or)... (b) laaw si paj...

(on)...

2. Translate the following sentences into Lao :
(a) Come here! (Command).
(b) Go over there!
(c) Go way over there!
(d) Come over here!

3. (&) What would you say if you wanted to indicate that something was in the same
room with you but was about 8 feet away?

(b) What would you say if you wanted someone to come over in your general area but
not right close to you?

(c) If you were asked where someone was, what would you say to indicate that he was
a considerable distance away but still visible?

(d) If you were asked where someone was, how would you indicate that he wasn't near
you?

Answers: 1.(a)niiorphii, (a)hén orphun, 2.(a)méaa nii,
(b) paj hén, (c)paj phun, (d)méa phii, 3.(a) jtu hén,
(b) mda phii, (c) juu phun, (d)ldaw bdo jau nii.
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M-1

American Embassy
His house

This cinema, theater
Barbershop

Radio station

Cycle 17

sd-thaan-thuut 4-mée-li-kan
hyan laaw

hbéon sii-née nii

haan tat-phom

sd-thaa-nii wi-tha-nju

SENIWNODE(USHV
U
(Soua90
a & o &
1898000, Is9gugall
S9u006L

R IRUIET

Do you know the way to

the American Embassy?

Do you know the way

to his house?

Do you know the way to

the movie house?

Do you know the way

to the barbershop?

Do you know the way

to the Radio station?

caw huu théaan paj sa-thdan-

thuut a-mée-1i-kan boo?

caw huu théaan paj hyan

ldaw boo?

caw huu thaan paj hoéon

sii-née boo?

caw huu théaan paj haan

tat-phom boo?

caw huu théaan paj

sd-thda-nii wi-tha-njua boo?

(995099 LUKLIVNO

U U
2x(USAVD?

(350199t UiSauanad?
O o o o
(501991 UTS98 D"

(3950919 tUsawBoiug?

(RIsN99tURED

szgﬁ?
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Turn left
Turn right
Go straight ahead

Turn right then
go straight
No

2 2

liaw saaj JJogIY

liaw khwaa QJo229

paj syy-syy s

liaw khwda léew 5J020ﬂ££50‘£&1§3
paj Syy-syy .

b5o )

Yes (I know), turn left

on the next street.

Yes, turn right on the

next street.

Yes, go straight ahead
on this street.

Yes, turn right on Lane-

Xang street then go straight.

No, | don't know.

huu, liaw saaj juu tha-nodn
naa

huu, liaw khwaa jau tha-non
naa.

huu, paj syy-syy taam

tha-ndn nii.

huu, liaw khwaa jau tha-non

laan saan leew paj syy-syy.

bdo, khdj bdo huu.

EY V)

$, AJogegnuy
.

2

3, aJogm%lnmJ

9.

%, ‘Eué”gmunﬁnﬁ.

2

3, aJogm%lnmJ

5%%13&50‘5&@3.

C-1
A. Do you know the way to the A.

barbershop?

B. Yes, turn left on the next street. B.

caw huu thdan paj haan

tat-phom boo?

huu,
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NOTES

1) The noun thian "way, direction" can be followed by Verb Phrase
"modifiers", such as paj hyan laaw "go to his house" indicating "destination". The

whole construction thaan + VP is a Noun phrase and may serve as the NP
complement of a verb, such as huu "to know".

NP + MV + NP
kh3j huu thdan paj hdéon sii-née
( know way go building cinema)

"l know the way to the movies."
2)  Where English uses Verb+Adverbials or Preposition+Noun Phrase to indicate directions
and locations, Lao normally has Verb + Verb or Verb + VP, as in the following
examples:

(1) English: Verb +  Adverbial

Turn left/right.
Lao: Verb + Verb
liaw saaj/khwaa

(2) English: Verb+  Adverbial + Preposition - NP

Go straight ahead on this street.
Lao: Verb+  Verb + Preposition - NP
paj syy syy taam tha-ndn nii

3) The affirmative response to boo type (Yes-No) questions is repetition of the Verb: the
negative response is bdo, bdo + Verb.

NP + MV + Complement + Question

caw huu thdan paj ta-laat boo

"Do you know the way to the market?"
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Affirmative
Response: huu, [liaw sadaaj juu tha-ndn néa]

"Yes, | do. (turn left at the next block.)"

Negative
Response: bdo, [kh5j] bdo huu
"No, | don't."

The negative is normally followed by another sentence supplying additional information.

APPLICATION

In the sentence 1daw huu thdan paj hyan caw, paj hyan caw is (a)the
predicate, (b) VP, (c) "modifier" of thaan, (d) NP, (e) Verb.

2. Inthe above sentence thdan paj hyan caw is (a) NP, (b) VP, (c) predicate, (d)
complement of verb huu, (e) subject of the sentence.

3. Inthe sentence liaw saaj (a) both 1iaw and saaj are verbs, b) saaj isan
adjective, (c) neitheris a verb, (d) only liaw is a verb.

4. Inthe sentence paj syy syy taam tha-ndn nii, taam is (a) a preposition, (b)
NP, (c) verb, (d) VP, (e) particle, (f) it means "to follow or go along".

5. Complete the following sentences; (a) liaw ...... jiu tha-ndén néa,
(b) ..... syy syy, (c)bdo, khdj .... huu, (d)... khwda jGu tha-ndn
laan-saan (e) caw huu thdan ... hyan ldaw boo,
(f) huu, paj ... ... taam ..... nii.

Answers: l.a, 2.aandd, 3.a, 4.candf, 5.(a) saaj/khwaa, (b) paj, (c) bdo, (d)
liaw, (e)paj, (f)syy sty...tha-non
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M-1

This woman

This man

This child

My younger brother
My younger sister
My older brother
His parents

My older sister

My child

My son

Cycle 18

phGu-njin phiu nii
phiiu-sdaj phtu nii
dék-nooj phtu nii
noon-saaj khdj
ndon-saaw khdj

aaj khdj

phdo-mée laaw

yaj khdj

1tuk kh3j
luuk-saaj khdj

Lﬁnﬂesgﬁ
U99898298)
ﬁejaﬂaéeg
29829¢
DelR90
(Sousoy
@nése

ANF1298

Do you know this woman?

Do you know this man?

Do you know this child?

Do you know my

younger brother?

Do you know my

younger sister?

Do you know my brother?

Do you know his parents?

caw huu-cak phuu-njin
phiiu nii boo?

caw huu-cak phiu-saaj
phiiu nii boo?

caw huu-cak dék-ndoj
phiiu nii boo?

caw huu-céak ndon-
sdaj khdj boo?

caw huu-céak ndon-
saaw khdj boo?

caw huu-cak aaj

khdj boo?

caw huu-céak phdo-
meée laaw boo?

(3953NU9929¢

29907

(3953NU9990

29807

L%ﬂ%%ﬂ%ﬂ@?%gé?

L%ﬂ%%nﬁuhaﬂoé?
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M-1 Continued

Do you know my sister? caw huu-cak ya]j L%ﬂé%mg’eyéeszﬁ?
khdj boo?
Do you know my child? caw huu-cék luuk L%ﬂ%%ﬂ@ﬂé@@ﬁ?
khdj boo?
Do you know my son? caw huu-cak luuk-séaaj L%ﬂ§%n@n2ﬂa
kh3j boo? 2080)?
M -2
Your office héopn-kaan caw TS9NV
Inpeng temple wat in-peep 09Uty
The club sd-mbo-sdon CTARIEL=ST
On the train naj 16t-faj Tuaoty
At the party nadj pdan kin-liapy Tugauiiualg

Yes, | met him at your

office.

Yes, | met her at the

Inpeng temple.

Yes, | met her at the

club.

Yes, | met him on the

train.

Yes, | met her at the

party.

huu, khdj daj huu-cak kap

laaw jau héop-kaan caw.

hiu, khdj daj huu-cik kap

laaw juu wat in-peen.

huu, khdj daj huu-cak kéap

laaw juu sa-méo-sdon.

khdj daj huu-cak kap
laaw juu naj 1ot-faj.
hiu, khdj daj huu-cik kap

ldaw

jlu naj paan kin-lian.

§,289Y0§%nﬁuaﬂo§

TS9naueRa.

$, 209105INNUI0

-]

5089

e

28920§%nﬁuaﬂo

= TUIDU.

e e ¢

2 2

s, 299105 NHivanog
TuRotw.
s, 298 t0gInfiuanog

Tnjﬂnﬁw%jj
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M-3

Husband phia €30

Wife mia Liﬁ

Father-in-law phdo-thaw ijl;g?:[‘]

Mother-in-law mée-thaw (e

Father-in-law phdo-piu ﬁU

Mother-in-law mée-njaa CcUe

Daughter luuk-saaw NJID
'l get to meet her khdj si daj hiu-cék kdp esudtoginiivGoaro.
husband. phua laaw.
I'll get to meet his kh3j si daj huu-cdk kéap ése%f5§%nﬁudﬁaﬁo.
wife. mia laaw.
Il get to meet his khdj si daj hiu-cék kip esuftoginfivdiiaans.
father-in-law. phdo thaw laaw.
I'll get to meet his khdj si daj huu-cak kap ése%f5§%nﬁucuﬂ§ﬂaﬂa.
mother-in-law. mEe-thaw laaw.
Il get to meet her khdj si daj huu-cék kap éee%‘coé%nﬁwﬁgmo.
father-in-law. phdo-ptu léaaw.
Il get to meet her khdj si daj hiu-cék kap éee%‘coé%nﬁucwéﬂma.
mother-in-law. mEe njaa laaw.
I'll get to meet her kh3j si daj huu-cak kéap ésa%i5§%nﬁU@n&ﬂaaﬂo.

daughter. luuk-sdaw laaw.
C-1
A. Do you know this woman? A. caw huu-cak phiu njip
phiu nii boo?
B. Yes, | met her at the. B. huu, khdj daj huu-cak kap laaw

Inpeng temple

Jjuu wat in-peen.
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C-2

C-3

1)

2)

3)

w >

Where did you meet her?

| met her at school.

Do you know his wife?
No, | don't know her.
Will you get to meet her?

Yes, I'll get to meet her.

They will come to my house.

caw daj huu-cak kap laaw
juiu saj?

kh3j huu-cék kap laaw
jau hbéop-hian.

caw huu-cak mia laaw boo?
bdo, kh3j bdo huu-cak laaw.
caw si daj huu-cak kap
laaw boo?

mEen leew, khdj si daj
huu-cék kap léaaw.

khé-caw si mda hyan kh3j.

NOTES

huu-cidk means "to be acquainted or familiar with (someone or something) ".

khdj huu-cdk liaw

caw huu-cdk myan wiapn-can boo?

"I know her."

"Are you familiar with Vientiane?"

daj + Main Verb means "to have the opportunity (to do something)" as in these
examples:

khdj daj huu-cak kap laaw

(I had the opportunity to become
acquainted with him.)

"l got to meet him.'

khdj si daj huu-cak kap laaw

"l will get to meet her."

nadan kin-1lian is a Noun Compound meaning "a party" and is made up of

dan "celebration " + kin "to eat" + 1ian "to treats.o."
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4)

5)

In Lao when referring to the male and female offspring in a family one must indicate not
only their sex but also their relative ages. Consider this hypothetical family of 5 children:

Sex: M F M F M
Age: 21 19 17 15 10
Rank: 1 2 3 4 5

Child number 3 refers to

1 as aaj [khd]j] "older brother".
2 as yaj [kh3j] "older sister".

4 as noop-saaw [kh5j] “younger sister."

5 as nodopn-saaj [khdj] “"younger brother".

When referring to in-laws, one must indicate whether they are the husband's or the
wife's.

phdo-ptu (1) m&e-njaa (2) phdo-thaw (3) mEe-thaw (4)
phua mia
"husband" "wife"
() her father-in-law (2) her mother-in-law
(3) his father-in-law (4) his mother-in-law
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APPLICATION

1. If you heard someone say kh5j daj huu-cadk kap laaw, you would assume that
the speaker (a) knew the person he was talking about, (b) did not know that person,
(c) had met that person, (d) had not met that person.

2. If you heard someone say kh5j huu-cédk myan wian-can, (a)you would know

that he had been to Vientiane. (b) You would know that he know at least where
Vientiane is located.

3. Ifapersonsaysyaj kh5j, you know the person he is talking about is (a) older than

he, (b) younger than he, (c) male, (d) female, (e) you can not tell whether the person is
younger or older, male or female.

A .

4. Ifapersonsaysaaj khdj, youknow the person he is talking about is (a) female, (b)

male, (c) younger than the speaker (d) older than the speaker (e) sex and ages are
unclear.

5. Is the situation described in the following statement possible?
ldaw pen ndon-sdaw khdj 1&| khdj pen ndon-sdaj laaw

6. In the situation described in the following statement possible?
khdj pen yaj caw 1&| caw pen nodon-sdaj khdj.

7.  fill in the blanks with dék-n55j or luuk as appropriate:
caw hén (1) phGiu nan boo? laaw pen (2) sdaw kh3dj

8. If a person said to someone phdo-pau caw pen phyan kh3j would he be talking
to (a) a man, (b) a woman, (c) either, (d) neither

9. If someone said khdj daj huu-cak kap mEe-thaw caw, you would know she

was talking to a man. True or false?

10. Could this be a true statement? mée-njaa caw pen mEe Kkhdj

11.  Could this be true? ph3o-thaw kh3j pen phdo-piu caw

Answers: 1a and c, 2b, 3a and d, 4b and d, 5no, 6yes, 7(1)dék-n5o j
(2)1uuk, 8b, 9true, 10yes, 11lyes
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M-1

Central part
Southern part
Northern part
Eastern part

Western part

Cycle 19

phaak kaan

phaak taj

phaak nya

phaak taa-wén 5ok

phaak taa-wén tok

WANNIY
wanic

WANLNID

WANENIUDON

WANOSVON

| am from the Central part.

He is from the Southern part.

They are from the Northern
part.

John is from the Eastern

part.

| am from the Western part.

khdj méa céak phaak

kaan.

laaw mda caak phaak taj.

kha-caw mAa céaak phaak nya.

kh5j méa ciak phaak

taa-wén 5ok.

khdj méa céaak phaak

taa-wén tok.

298 U999NWIANNY.
9U999nWaNn 6.

(29(UIINWINCNDD.

NIUIDULUIINWIN

096DUDON.

298999 9NUWIN

0963 VON.
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M-2

Central part phaak kaan WANNIY
Southeastern part phaak taa-wén 50k siap-taj wﬂnmcﬁuaenaﬁ%
Northeastern part  phaak taa-wén 50k siap-nya w%nmciﬁnssn&ﬁcmﬁs
Northwestern part  phaak taa-wén tok siap-nya w%nmciﬁn@n&ﬁcmﬁe
Southwestern part phaak taa-wén tdk siap-taj wﬂnmcﬁuﬁnajﬂﬁ

Vientiane is in the myan wiap-can jau thaan LﬁejOJg%n%]mﬂjwﬂn

Central part of Laos.  phaak kaap khdop pa-theet  n9299Uzin092.

laaw.

My village is in the baan kh3j jau thédap phaak 5‘]U§8€J§ij‘]‘jw‘m

Southeastern part of  taa-wén 5ok siap-taj khdonp mﬁﬁueensﬂjj‘ié

Laos. pa-théet laaw. 299U N0R9D.

Hua phan Province is  khw&ep hila-phdn jGu thdap  w=ojdiodivgnagwan

in the Northeastern phaak taa-wén 5ok siap-nya mﬂﬁﬁmesnaﬁﬁmﬁs

part of Laos. khdop pa-théet laaw. 299U N09D.

Bo Keo Province is khween bdo-keew jau thaap cﬁgogﬁcuﬁagjwﬂjwﬂn

in the Northwestern phaak taa-wén tok siap-nya mﬂnﬁmﬁnﬁjjmﬁs

part of Laos. khdon pa-théet léaaw. 299Ut N0R9D.

My hometown is in myay khdj jau théap phaak LﬁSﬂéSEJ%'lU]ﬂjw‘m

the Southwestern taa-wén tok sian-taj khdon maﬁwﬁmgj%gsj

part of Laos. pa-theet léaaw. U= n092.
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C-1

C-2

C-3

>

w > W >

>

What part of Laos is the A.
teacher from?

He is from the ....... part. B.
You friend is from the A.
Southeastern part of

Laos, isn't he?

No, he is from the B.
Southwestern part of

Laos.

What's your name? A.
My name is Souksomboun. B.
You are a Laotian, aren't A.

you?
Yes, | am a Laotian.
Where are you from?

Where is Vientiane?
Vientiane is in Laos

B
A
| am from city of Vientiane. B.
A
B

In what part of Laos is
Vientiane?

Vientiane is in the Central

part of Laos.

B.

ndaj-khuu maa cdak phaak daj
khdon pa-theet laaw?

laaw maa céak phaak.......

phyan caw mda cdak phaak
taa-wén 5ok sian-taj khdon
pa-theet laaw, m&en boo?
bdo méEen,
phaak taa-wén tok sian-taj
khdon pa-theet léaaw.

ldaw maa céak

caw syy njan?
khdj syy suk-som-buun.
caw pen khén ldaw mEen boo?

méen leew, khdj pen khoén laaw.

caw maa céak saj?
khdj méda cédak myan wian-can.
myan wiap-can juu saj?

myan wiap-can juu naj pa-theet

laaw.
myan wiapn-can juu naj phaak
daj khdon pa-theet laaw?
myan wiapn-can juu naj phaak
kaan khdon pa-theet laaw.

83



LAO BASIC COURSE

1)

2)

NOTES

Except for taj "South "and nya "North" all compass points are compounds:

tda-wén 5ok  "East" tda-wén  "sun"+ 5ok  "to come up"

tda-wén tok  "West" tda-wén  “"sun"+ tdék  "tofall"

Compounds such as Southeast are made with sian "direction™:

tda-wén tok sian-nya "Northwest":
tda-wén tok "West" + sian "direction" + nya "North"

tda-wén-50k sian-taj "Southeast :
tda-wén-50k "East" + sian "direction"+taj "South".

tda-wén tdk sian-nya "Northeast" are formed in a similar fashion.

In longer Noun phrases khdon "of " must be used so that the relationship between the
parts of the NP are clear, as in:

phaak tda-wén 5ok siap-taj khdon pa-theet laaw
"The Southeasttern part of Laos."
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Cycle 20
M-1
To put (it) down waan waj 299t2
To stand (it) up tap waj
To run out lgen dok (LRUS9N
Where are you going to caw si waap pym waj L%ﬂ%@ﬂgﬁu‘ts‘ia?
put the book? Over here? sdj? waj phii boo? You)?

Where are you going to

set the table up? Over here?

What exit are you going

to run out through?
(The one) here?

caw si tapg waj saj?
waj phii boo?
caw si 1&en 5ok saj?

50k phili boo?

(9809tnetols?

Y ouw)?

(Aa8ccavgonis?

29NU?
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M-2

To put (something) down
To leave (something)
To stick (something) on

To take (something) out

waan waj 0%325
pa’ waj Jeto
tit saj Gols
aw... 50k (99 ..99n

To drop thim 16ny ﬁuﬁg
I'm going to take the book khdj si aw pym paj 2o8SSautY
over there and put it down. wdan waj phun. Oﬂ‘j\igzh;ll.

I'm going to take my car

over there and leave it.

I'm going to take the picture

over there and stick it up.

kh3j si aw 16t khdj sou8Badosesty
paj pa’waj phun. Uwfsén.

khdj si aw huup paj ése§£§ﬂ§UYU

tit saj phun. Boiéém.

C-1

C-2

1)

A. Where are you going to put
this book? over here?

B. No. I'm going to take this
book and put it over there.

A. Are you going to take this
book and leave it over there?

B. No. I'm going to leave this
book here.

In Lao Verb Compounds are used in situations where Verb + preposition or Verb would

be used in English:

A. caw si waap pym hua nii waj
saj? waj phii boo?

B. Dbdo, khdj si aw pym hua nii
paj waan waj phun.

A. caw si aw pym hua nii paj
pa’waj phun boo?

B. bdo, khdj si pa’pym hua nii
waj nii.

NOTES

waan waj "to put something in a place and leave it there":
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2)

3)

4)

waan "to put, place" + waj "to leave for future use" :

thée 161 "to pour, dump something out":

thée "to pour, dump" + 161 "to go down";

tan waj "to set something up and leave it there":

tan "to put something in a standing position" + waj "Leave for future use"
njin saj "to shoottowards":

njin "to shoot a firearm; etc. "+ saj "to putin;

en 50k "to escape out through" :

en "torun" + 5ok "to go out".

=
(wl]

—
(@]

If we analyze an English verb like "bring", we will see that at least two things are
involved: (1) taking hold of something and (2) moving it from one place to another in the

direction of the speaker. In Lao both of these actions are reflected in the verb
combination aw NP mda

(aw "to take hold of" + mda "to go towards the speaker) aw NP paj is used to indicate
that the action is away from the speaker.

(@) Any object that is to be carried occurs after aw, thus aw pym paj
"take the book away", etc..

(b) A series of other verbs may occur after aw ~ paj, etc. aw paj waan
waj phun "to take (it) over there and leave it".

thim lon means literally "to throw down" but corresponds to English "drop".

&) bl

pa’ means "to leave something", thus p4’ mia "to divorce your wife";
pad’ waj "to leave something temporarily."

87



LAO BASIC COURSE

APPLICATION

A .

In the sentence khdj si aw paj waan waj phun, aw paj waap waj is
(a) a series of Nouns, (b) Verb + Preposition, (c) a series of verbs,
(d) none of these.

True or false? aw means "to bring".

waj inthe Verbs Compound waan waj indicates that (a) the speaker has no
further use for something, (b) He has further use for it, (c) There is no reference to
further use.

Match these Lao sentences with the English sentences:

(@) aw sdo-dam ldaw paj waj (a) He didn'tdrop his umbrella

phun

(b) ldaw si aw miak paj pa’ (b) Is the policeman aiming his
waj saj gun over there?

(c) ldaw bdo daj thim khén (c) Put his pencil over there.

hom ldaw 10p

(d) tamldat si njin saj (d) Where is he going to leave
phun boo his hat?

Answers: 1c, 2false, 3b, 4aand c,band d, cand a, d and b
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M-1

In the box

On top of the cabinet
In the drawer

In the can

Beside the bench

Cycle 21

naj kap

thén lap tuu
naj lin-sak

naj ka-poon

khédan maa-nan

I5T5etS
Lﬁgmﬁgé
WRUEN
TunsUey

2 2 1

2994919

Where? In this box?

Jjuau

saj? jau naj

kap nii boo?

Where? On top of this  jtau saj? juu thép

cabinet ?

lag tuu nii boo?

Where? In this drawer? jau saj? juiu naj

lin-sak nii boo?

Where? In this can?

jau sdj? jau naj

ké-poon nii boo?

gTa?giwﬁUﬁﬁ?

¢l2? JIwaugnid?

¢l=? E;:l‘timgﬂa‘jﬁc?
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M-2
Bag thdp 19
Package h3o 0
Bottle, classifier kéew, ndaj (N9, nUos
Glass, classifier cdok, niaj 99N, NVOY
Basket, classifier kd-taa, niaj N0, NVOL
In that bag jiu nadj thdp nan. %'Jﬁﬂuﬁj%i.l.
In that package.  jGu na&j h3o nan. s;,'JTiJzi'ﬁﬁiJ.
In that bottle. jiu nadj keew ntaj nan glcﬂnctﬁamﬁosﬁju.
In that glass. jiu nadj cdok ntaj nan sﬁn@snmﬁasﬁu
In that basket. jiu naj ka&-taa ntaj gj]“ﬂnmmmﬁosﬁw.

nan.

C-1

A. Where? In this box here? A. juiu saj? juu naj kap nii
nii boo?
B. No.In that box there. B. bdo, jau naj kap nan héan.
A.  Where? In that bottle A. jOu saj? jau naj keew
there? nan han boo?
B. No. In this bottle here. B. bdo, jiu naj keew nii nii
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NOTES

1) As can be seen in this grammatical exposition, n1i may function both as a
Determiner and as an adverb of place:

{HP} /\ Adw. {LDE}

HFP { Loc )
Pre
P- H det
Jjau naj kap nii nii
(It) IS in box this here.)

"It's in this box here."
A complete list of words functioning like nii is given here:

Determiner Adverb of Place

"here"

'_I.

nii "this" ni

phii "around here"
nan "that" han "here"

phun "way over there"
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APPLICATION

In the sentence juu ndj thopn nan hén, héan is (a) NP,
(b) preposition, (c) determiner, (d) averb.

In the sentence above nan is (a) NP, (b) determiner, (c) adverb
(d) none of these.

Complete the following sentences using the English translation as a guide:

(@) jiu naj ka-taa naaj "In that basket there."

(b) jau thép lanp tuu boo?  "On top of this cabinet
here?"

(¢) juu khédan maa-nap boo?  "Beside that bench way

over there?

(d) Jjtu ? "Where?"

(e) juu "Way over there."

f jau "Near here."

(g0 juu naj thony " In that bag."

(h) jau naj kéew nan han "In that bottle there."

() jau tuu nii "On top of this cabinet
nii boo here?."

Answers: 1d, 2b, 3(a) nan héan, (b) n1i phii (or)nii nii, (c) an phun, (d)
saj, (e) phun, (f) phii (ornii), (g) nan, (h) ntaj,
(i) théy lap
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this door ?

Are you going to close
this window?

Are you going to lock

this drawer ?

Are you going to unlock
this trunk?

Are you going down
these stairs?

boo?

caw si a4t pdop-jlam nii

boo?

caw si saj kd-cee lin-sak
nii boo?
caw si khaj ka-cee hiip

nii boo?

caw si 16pg khan-daj nii

boo?

Cycle 22
M-1

Open the door khaj pa-tuu t2Usg)

Close the window a4t pdop-jiam 5OU83€JJU
Lock the drawer saj kéa-cee lin-sak Gﬁénsawguén
Unlock the trunk khaj ké-cee hiip tensiany

Go down the stairs 16n khéan-daj ﬁﬂgnio

Are you going to open caw si khaj pa-tuu nii L%‘]%ﬁQUBQ%ﬁ?

(R9880Ue9ejuld?
(998 19Nz USNY
07?

(9 LN NV ?

(99889801000 ?
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M-2 Open the door khaj pa-tuu t2Usg)
Change the tire pian jaan U'Jilehj
Goto paj haa, U
Help, (classifier) s30j-1ya, 29809
Contact, communicate tit-td5o kap Boo%u
I'm going to open the kh3j si khaj pa-tuu éea%iedzg.
door.
I'm going to change the khdj si pian jaan éeeé’jujnehjﬁo.
tire. lot.
I'm going to go see kh3j si paj hda phtu éea%fdm%jﬁn.
that person . nan .
I'm going to go and help kh3j si paj sdoj-lya, ései‘%‘wéammﬁscj

that person .

I'm going to go and contact
that person .

kh3j si paj tit-tdo

phiu nan. Tu.

2988 LUbnofiugiu.

kap phGu nan.

C-1
A. Are you going to close this
window over here?
B. No. I'm going to close that
window over there.
C-2

A. Are you going to go down
those stairs over there?

B. No. I'm going to go down
these stairs over there?

A.

B.

caw si at pdop-jlam nii
phii boo?

bdo khdj si a4t pdop-jiam
nan phun.

caw si 16pg khan-daj nan
phun boo?

bdo, khdj si 16pn khan-daj
nii phii.
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NOTES

1) phii and phun may serve to indicate the location of the Noun Phrase they follow as in
the example below:

2
//’\
HP WP
/\
Presr WP
vt/\mmﬁ}
NP VP
/\ /\
H det 7 {106 Lo
giar)} Bl plan Jaan, nsn (i phin
(I wrill change that tire i that) iz ower  there)

"l will change that tire over there."

In this example the reference is to a particular thing which is in a particular place. Ifa

person didn't understand the statement above, his question  would be
jaan daj? Which tire?"

2) khaj "toopen, unlock”, 4t "to close", and saj "to putin" occur in
constructions like these:

khdaj pa-tuu, pdon-jiam, tuu, etc. "to open the door, window,
closet, etc.

khaj kd-cee pa-tuu, hiip, tuu, "to unlock the door, trunk,

lin-sak, etc. closet, drawer, etc."

at pa-tuu, pdop-jlam, etc. "to close the door, etc."

saj kdee patuu, hiip, tuu, "to lock the door, etc.”

lin—sék, etc.

3) paj hda + Person means "to go to see a person".
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4) tit-t5o kap+Person means "to contact someone (in person, or by
telephone, or some other way)."

APPLICATION

1. Complete the following sentences using the English translation as a guide:

(@) caw si khaj patuu nii phii boo?

"Are you going to unlock this door over here?.

(b) khdj si paj phyan phGu nan phuu

I'm going to see that friend over there."

() laaw si bdo tuu nii boo?

"Isn't he going to close this closet?"

(d khdj si tit tdo phGu nan phun

"I'm going to cantact that oerson over there."

(e) khdj si laaw
“I'll help her."
2. Read the Noun Phrases and answer the questions:
(@) pa-tuu nii phii. pa-tuu jOu sdj?
(b) jaapn nan phun. jaan jou saj?
(c) phtu nan phun. phliu nan jdu saj?
(d) pdop-jiam nii phii. pdon-jlam jOu saj?

3. Inthe NP lin-sdk nii phii, phii is (a) determiner (b) adverb (c) verb

(d) none of these.

4. Inthe NP above, phii (a) indicates the location of lin-sak, (b) modifies ni1i, (c) has
no grammatical relationshipto 1in-sak nii.

Answers: 1(a) ka-ceeg, (b) haa, (c) at, (d) kap, (e) s50j, 2(a) jiu phii,
(b) jdu phun, (¢) jGu phun, (d) jGu phii, 3b, 4a
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M-1
To read, book, (classifier)

To fix, car, (classifier)

To use, thing, these

Cycle 23

dan, pym, [hua]
peen, 16t, [khan]

saj, khdop, law-nii

o

gau, Ju, (Ho)

(cd9, 80, (8W)

18299, Q-1

(<N

To wash, jacket, (classifier) sak, sya-ndok, [phyyn] &n, EZ‘%SSUS?’],( 1)

Are you going to read
this book?

Are you going to fix this
car ?

Are you going to use
these things?

Are you going to wash

this jacket ?

caw si dan pym hua nii
boo?

caw si peen 16t khéan
nii boo?

caw si saj khdonq

law-nii boo?

caw si sak sya-ndok

phyyn nii boo2d?

(9999VTLNOUD?

(9 ((U9ROEVVD?

(998 18299900 ?

(988N SaueNGULY?
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M-2

To read, book, (classifier) dan, pym, [hia] o9, Ju, (3i0)

To print, type; letter phim, nap-syy o, 0l

To buy, paper syy, cla g ﬁJ

To explain; matter, about sii-ceen, lyany gac@j; Lgeg
I'm going to read khdj si dan pym huanii oougaUufiol
this book.
I'm going to type kh3j si phim ndp-syy couSHuniesn
this letter. nii
I'm going to buy khdj si paj syy cia éeyé’)‘cuéac'i].
paper.
I'm going to explain khdj si paj sii-ceeq couStUSi9iSe9l
this matter. lyan nii
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To repair, fix
Engine, motor,

machine, (classifier)
To assemble

To charge (electricity)
Bowl

Plate

Those

Wash

peen
khyap-cak, [ntaj]

pa-kdop
sdak
thiaj
sdam
law-nan

laan

99
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(19990, (M1U0Y)

Jenoy
&M

ﬁae

29U
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C-1

Tire (car), (classifier) jaan-16t, [sén] 9920, (c8v)
Patch taap (WL

Lamp, (classifier) ta-kian, [nGaj] =N, (00w)
To light taj o

Blanket phia-hom éﬂﬁu

Those law-nan (ndaiiu

To distribute céek-jaa]j ceangag)

Bed, (classifier) tiap, [ntaj] 09, (009)
To set up tan 639

Are you going to read this book
over here?

No. I'm going to read it over
there.

100

A.

caw si dan pym hua nii
jau phii boo?

bdo, khdj si aan

juu phun.
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C-2

Is he going to bring that A.
bulldozer over here and

fix it?

No. He is going to take B.

it over here and fix it.

ldaw si aw lot-dat khan nan

maa peen juu phili boo?

bd5o,

C-3 (With reference to Cycles 20, 21 and 22)

A.

laaw si aw paj
peen juu phun.

Tutor: "He is going to read this book here."
"ldaw si &an pym hua nii nii."

What is he going to do?

He is going to read a book.
Which book is he going to read?
He is going to read this book.

Where is this book?

This book is here.
Where is he going to read the

| don't know.

A.

A.
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laaw

laaw

laaw

ldaw

si

si

si

si

pym hua

pym hua

laaw

si

hét njap-?

dan pym.

dan pym hua daj?
dan pym hua nii.
nii jau saj-?

nii jdu nii.

dan pym jau saj?

kh3j bdo huu.
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C-4

Tutor:

A.

"He is going to change that tire over there."

"ldaw si pilan jaarn sén nan juGu phun."

What is he going to do?
He is going to change a tire

Which tire is he going to
change?

He is going to change
that tire.

Where is he going to change it?

He is going to change it over
there.

Where is that tire?

| don't know.

A.

B.

102

ldaw si
ldaw si

ldaw si
daj?

ldaw si

sén nan.

ldaw si

laaw si

hét njanp-

pian

pian

pian

plan

pian

jaan sén nan

khdj bdo huu.

Jaan.

jaan sén

Jjaap

juu saj-?

jau phun.

juu saj-?
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NOTES

1) If instead of indicating the location of a particular object [pa-tuu nii phii], the

reference is to the location of a particular activity, jiu + LOC is attached to the main VP
as illustrated below:

5
VF
Pray W

vpffffhkhxh““x

f’xﬁfﬂhﬂa&ﬂmp jﬁﬂahk“ﬂahh
v : ﬁr;ffxxxk v]nc LOC

det

kh3j si pian jaan nan juu phun
(I will change tire that (1 will be) over there.

"I will change that tire (in that spot) over there."

The emphasis here is on where the changing will take place not on the particular tire to
be changed; hence, the question which would elicit this response is:

caw si pian [jaap] jGu saj "Where will you change the tire?"

2) law "group, bunch" is frequently used with Count Nouns to indicate
"plurality”.

kKhdon 1aw-nii "these thing"

phda-hom 13w nan "those blankets"

3) Alist of unit classifiers and the nouns they are used with is given below:
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Classifier

hua "head"

khan "vehicle

phyyn  “cloth"

nidaj "unit" (It is used for
fruit,
machines,
furniture,
equipment, etc.)

sén  "string"

Noun Referent

104

pym

1ot
16t-dat
sya-ndok
khyan-cak
ta-kiang
tiap
mdo-14aj

jaap [lot]

"book”
"automobile”
"bulldozer”
"jacket"
"engine"
"lamp"
"bed"

"battery

lltirell
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APPLICATION

In each of the following sentences indicate whether the emphasis is on the location of
the NP or the VP by writing NP or VP in the blank after the sentence;

(a)kh3j si paj dan pym hua nii jGu phun

(b)khdj si paj hda phtu nan phun

(c)caw si 16p khan-daj nii phii boo?

(dlaaw si aw thlaj-sdam law-nan mda laan jau phii boo?

(e) caw si saj khdop law-nii jGu phii boo?

Complete the following sentences using the English as a guide:

(@) caw si aan pym nii boo?
"Are you going to read this book?:

(b) khdj si paj lyang nii jdu phun
"I'm going to explain this mater over there."

(c)aw lot-dat mda peen juu phii
"Bring that bulldozer over here and fix it."

(d ladaw si aw phda-hom law-nan paj céek-jaaj

"He is going to take those blankets over there and distribute them."

(e) khdj si sadk sya-nodok juiu phii
"I'm going to wash this jacket over here."

() laaw si aw jaap-1ot nan paj jau phun
"He's going to take that tire over there and patch it."

Answers: 1(a) VP (b) NP (c) NP (d) VP (e) VP, 2 (a) hua (b) sii-ceen (c)
khan nan (d) jiu phun (e) phyyn nii (f) sén / téap
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M-1
Zero stun U
One nyn ﬁj
Two s30D 899
Three saam U
Four sii g
Five haa e

M-2

Eleven.

Twelve

Twenty.

Twenty one

Twenty two

Thirty.

Thirty one

Thirty two.

Hundred.

One hundred and one
Thousand.
One thousand and one

One thousand one hundred

One thousand two hundred
"One thousand one hundred and
One thousand one hundred is

Two thousand two hundred"

Cycle 24

Six
Seven
Eight
Nine
Ten

sip-ét

sip-sdon

saaw

sdaw-ét

sdaw-sdo1
sdam-sip
sdam-sip-ét
sdam-sip-sdon
hooj
hooj-ét
phan
nyn-phan kap njn
nyn-phan-nyn-hooj
1yy phan-ét
phan-sdon
phan-ét kap
phan-ét pen

sdon-phan-sdon
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o
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SUS0

SUg99
290
292(90
270899
SISV
SIWIVESO
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What is fourteen time
three?

What is four divide
by two?

thaw daj?

sip-sii khGun sdam
pen thaw daj?

sii haan haj sdonq
pen thaw daj?

M-3
Multiply khaun gu
Divide haan RV
Subtract 16p QU
Subtract aw-950k (9999N
Add blak Uan
Add sdm 4
What is two and five? sdon kap héda pen aejﬁuz;mﬁminkﬂ?o?

gugguaauduidinla?

smauimasydunlo?

..and ... iIs how much?

..and ...is ... ...

A. ... kép ...
B. ... kéap ...

107

What is eight minus péet 16p sdam pen gUoRusWcTuialn?
three? thaw daj?
What is twenty six sdaw-hék bliak cét 290TNUINIROTV
and seven? pen thaw daj? ial0?
What is thirty two sdam-sip-sdon som sdop KIWEVIIFUS2YTU
plus two? pen thaw daj? i lo?
What is fifty one haa-sip-ét aw-3ok hék  mSucSocBaseniin
minus six? pen thaw daj? (Juctnalo?

C-1

pen thaw daj?
pen ...
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C-2

w

1)

2)

3)

..and ... is ..., isn'tit? A. ... KAp ... pen ... mEen bdo?
No, itisn't... and ... is ... B. bd%o m€en, ... kap ... pen ...
NOTES

The Lao numerical system is a decimal system and with a few exceptions complex
numbers are made by multiplying by and/ or adding to the numbers from 1 to 10.

The numbers from 1 to 10 are: nyn "1", sdon "2", saam "3", sii "4",
h&a "5", hok "6", cét "7", p€et "8", kaw "9", sip "10".

Multiples of ten (except for 20) are made by putting the multiplier in front of ten, thus 30
is saam sip (3x10), 70is cét sip (7x10), 13is sip saam (10+3), 34 is

sdam sip sii (3x10+4), etc. 20is sdaw, 22 is sdaw sd9o1, €tc.

The number one alone is nyn, but in compounds itis - ét, thus 21  is sdaw-ét; 51,
hda sip-ét, 61, hok sip-ét, etc.

100 is nyn hooj [199j] or hooj [1d0j], but10lishooj ét [100j-ét] 400is
sii hooj [sii 190j]. hooj and 150j are interchangeable. phan-ét means
"1100": 1001 is phan kap nyn.

kap means "and" or "plus" when used as a connective between Nouns, NP, and
numbers. Itindicates that something has been added.

(1) sdon kip sdam pen hia "two plus three is five"
(2) nidaj-khau kap nak-hian "the teacher and students"

kap is not used as a sentence connective.

thaw daj "how much, how many" is used to request a numerical or quantitative
response:

Q: sdam sip sdon kap sdon pen thaw daj
"How much is 32 and 2?"

A; sdam sip sii."34".
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APPLICATION

1. If the correct Lao form is written after the Arabic number, write "correct” after the Lao; if
it is incorrect, write in the correct Lao form.

(a) 93: kaw sip sdam

(b) 27: sdon sip cét

(c) 71: cét sip nypy

(d) 58: pé€et sip haa

(e) 101: hooj ét

) 24: sdaw sii

(9) 605: hok 150j héa

(h) 42: sii sdop

0 1. ét

) 25: sdaw sip héaa

2. Write in the correct answers to the following problems. Use Arabic numbers.

(@) péet kap hdék pen

(b) sdam sip ét kap sii sip kaw pen

(c) héda hooj kap cét sip cét pen

(d) suun kap sluun pen

(e) saaw kaw kap pé€et sip cét pen

Answers: 1(a) correct, (b) sdaw-ét, (c) cét-sip-cét, (d) hda-sip-péct, (e)
correct, (f) correct, (g) correct, (h) sii-sip-sdon,
() nyn, (j) sdaw-héa, 2(a) 14, (b) 80, (c) 577, (d) 0, (e) 116
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Cycle 25
M-1 N

Today myy-nii 00

Tomorrow myy-yyn v

The day after tomorrow myy-hyy g

Yesterday myy-waan nii Soand
Day before yesterday myy-syyn ﬁ‘é’u

Three days ago myy-kdon Snewy

Four days ago sii-myy-kdon Sineu

What day is today? myy-nli méen wan njan? fﬁh&ﬂn5nm§3?

What day is tomorrow?

What day is the day
after tomorrow?

What day was yesterday?

What day was the day
before yesterday?

What day was three days
ago?

What day was four days
ago?

myy-yyn méen wan njan?
myy-hyy m&en wan njan?
myy-waan nii m€en

wan njan?

myy-syyn méen wan
njan?

myy-kdon mEen wan
njan?

sii myy-kdon méen

wan njan?

Duccudungy?

DS tcudunéy?
Doaultcdudungy?

(%;_Q- ! (%4 o
U2 CUUVN897?

& [N [
UNDULUUIVNYY?

1 2
QL |

SnouctluSumE?
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M-2
Sunday wan-aa-thit JUSIN0
Monday wan-can SVIV
Tuesday wan-an-khdan Sud9aau
Wednesday wan-phit Suwo
Thursday wan-pha-hat VWO
Friday wan-suk Sugn
Saturday Wan-saw SuE9
Today is Sunday. myy nii mEen wan-aa-thit.  JUcluSU99%0.
Today is Monday. myy nili mEen wan-can. DUCcVSURL.
Today is Tuesday. myy nii méen wan-ap-khdan. UUccdudusSaau.
Today is Wednesday. myy nii mEen wan-phiat. T {IVVsa)
Today is Thursday. myy nii mEen wan-phd-hat.  DUccluSuvwedo.
Today is Friday. myy nii mEen wan-suk. DijccuuSugn.
Today is Saturday. myy nii mEen wan-saw. DU uSucE.
C-1
A. What day is today? A. myy nii mEen wan njan?
B. Todayis........... B. myy nii m€en .............
C-2
A. Yesterday was ..., right? A. myy-wdan nii mgen méen boo?
B. No, yesterday was ...... B. D20 mEen, myy-wdan nii m&en
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1)

2)

3)

NOTES

myy "day" is used in constructions indicating relative time, thus: myy nii "today",
myy-yyn “"tomorrow", etc.. myy is also used when referring to a period of time, thus
sdon myy "two days", khdn myy "half a day" etc.

wan "day" is usesd when giving the names of the days of the week:
wan aa-thit "Sunday", wan ap-khaan "Tuesday", etc.

When asking the day of the week, myy nii mEen win njan
"What day is today?" is used.

kdon "before", "ago" is used to refer to a specific time in the past: s1i myy
kdon "four days ago", etc.

112



LAO BASIC COURSE

APPLICATION

1.  Starting with the assumption that today is Wednesday fill in the blanks:
(a) myy hyy m&en

(b) sii myy kdon mEen

(¢) myy waan nii m&en

(d) myy nii m&en

(e) myy syn m&en

(f) myy-yyn méen

2)  Starting with the assumption that today is Sunday, fill in the blanks below:

(@) méen wan an-khéan
(b) mEen wan saw
(c) mEen wan suk
(d) mEéen wan aa-thit
(e) mEéen wan pha-hat
f) mEen wan can
(¢)] méen wan phit
Answers: 1 (a) wan-suk, (b)wan-saw, (c) wan-an-khaan, (d) wAn-phut,

(e) wan-can, (f) wan-pha-hat, 2 (a) myy-hyy, (b)myy-waan nii,
(c) myy-syyn, (d)myy nii, (e) myy-kdon, (f) myy-yyn,
(9) sii myy-kdon
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Cycle 26
M-1

January mén-koon [mok-ké-réa] Dynsy (Innesa)

February kum-phéa nuwa

March mii-néa D

April mée-saa LU

May phyt-sa-phéa DoKW

June mi-thi-nda Dyua

July koo-13-két [koo-la-kd-daa] DNazio (NSen=o9)

August sip-haa S92
January is the first month. man-koon méen dyan thii nyn, bgnsmwmﬁsmﬁﬁg,
What's the next month? t50 paj mEen dyan njan? CgJ\EUEEinJLE)Leingﬂ?
February is the second month. kum-phda méen dyan thii :guwmcﬂm&auﬁ&eg,
What's the next month? sdon, t50 paj méen dyan njan? Ce)\EUECilJlJESSiJan‘j?
March is the third month mii-nda méen dyan thii sdam,  JUCCUUODUNINL,
What's the next month? t50 paj mEen dyan njan? Ce)\EUEEinJESSiJZJ‘lgj?
April is the fourth month mée-sda mEen dyan thii EU&‘]EEJ:JIJEE)LQDZCDL%,
What's the next month? sii, t5o paj mEen dyan njan? Ce)\EUEEinJESSiJZJ‘lgj?

May is the fifth month.

What's the next month?

June is the sixth month.

What's the next month?

July is the seventh  month.

What's the next month?

August is the eighth month.

What's the next month.

phyt-sid-phda m&éen dyan thii

hda, t3o paj

mi-thGi-nda mEen dyan thii

hék, tdo paj mEen dyan njan?

koo-13-k6t mEen dyan thii

cét, tdo paj mEen

sip-hda méen dyan thii péet,

t50 paj mEen dyan njane?

mEen dyan njan?

dyan njanp-?

I i =3 o
DOKEWI (CDVODVNN,
Ot uO2UNY?

(2] 1 [N Lo
Dyuaccucdouiidin,

O tJituOsUNy?
NRENOLLUVODUNEIO,
O tJituOsUNy?

S9ma IOV IO,

O tJtuOsUNy?
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M-2

The month after January

is February.

The month after February

is March.

The month after March

is April.

The month after April is
May.

The month after June

is March.

lan-cdak dyan mok-ka-raa

méen dyan kum-phéa.

ldp-caak dyan kum-phaa

méen dyan mii-naa.

lan-cdak dyan mii-néaa

méen dyan mée-sda.

lan-cdak dyan mée-saa

méen dyan phyt-sa-phaa.

ldn-cdak dyan phyt-sa-phéaa

méen dyan mi-tha-nda.

N899 O2UINNESY

Luhnﬁew@qu

NF9IINODUNIWA

CcUODUIU.

N899 OsuTUI LI

(O2ULLIA.

N&9IMNCOBDVLUK

ccluOUTOIzW.

N9 OsvioSzW

Lchm&auﬁgm.
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M-3
January mén-koon [mok-ké-réa] Dynsy (Dnnesa )
December than-wéa NV
November pha-cik [phjt-sd-ci-kaa] Wean (AIN9)
October tu-laa 09
September kan-njéa Nuga
August sipn-haa 929
The month before January kdon dyan mén-koon naudoulineu
is December. méen dyan than-wia. CLUVEOSVAVD.
The month before kdon dyan than-waa NOVLODUNUD
December is November. méen dyan pha-cik. CLUVODVWEIN.
The month before November  k3on dyan pha-cik NOVLODVWEIN
is October. mEen dyan tu-laa. (UUODUERA.
The month before October kdon dyan tG-lda mEen  NOUBLURI
is September. dyan kan-njaa. LUV URVL.
The month before kdon dyan kan-njaa NoUO2VAVYY
September is August. méendyan sin-haa. (IUO2UE9.
The month before August kdon dyan sip-hda méen noudsuUSIM9
is July. dyan koo-1a-két. (CUUCODUNIENO.
C-1
A. .. isthe ... month. A. ...mEen dyan thii ..., t30 paj
What's the next? mEéen dyan njan?
B. Thenextis........ B. t50 paj mEen dyan ....
C-2
A. What's the month after .. A. lap-caak dyan... m&en dyan njan?
B. The month after ... is ... B. lap-caak dyan ... mEen dyan...
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C-3

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

A. What's the month before..? A. Kkdon dyan ... m€en dyan njan?
B. Before...is ... B. kdon dyan ... m&€en dyan....
NOTES

The names of the months in Lao are (in order): man-koon [mok-ka-raa], kum-
phda, mii-naa, mée-saa,

phyt-sd-phda, mi-thu-nda, koo-13-két [koo-1la-ké-daa],

sin-haa, kan-njaa, tu-laa, pha-cik [phyt-sa-ci-kaa], than-waa.

Ordinal numbers (first, second, etc.) are formed by placing thii before Cardinal
numbers (one, two, etc.): thii nyn “first", thii sdam "third", thii hék-sip "60th",
thii péet-sip-kaw "89th" etc.

t50 paj "next"is a Verb Phrase made up of t50 "to join, extend" + paj"
(to go) forward" (in this type of construction). t3o0 paj may be used to indicate an

extension in time or space. In time expressions it normally refers to future time.

t50 paj mEen dyan njan "What month is next?"

lan-cdak "after " is a Verb phase and refers to time. It may be followed by NP, VP, or
S.

With NP: lan-cdak dyan man-koon "After January"

With NP: lan-cdak kin khaw "After eating"

With S: lan-cdak laaw paj ta-laat.. "After he went to the
market....."

kdon "before, previous” is a verb. It refers only to time.

It may be followed by NP, VP, or S.

Before NP: kdon dyan than-wia "Before December"
Before VP: kdon paj kin Kkhéaw "Before going to eat"
Before S: kdon laaw paj..... "Before he went....."
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APPLICATION
Fill in the blanks with the name of the month:
(@) dyan thii hék mEen dyan njan?
(b) dyan thii sip - et mEen dyan
(c)dyan thii sdopy mEen dyan
(d dyan thii hda mEen dyan
(¢) dyan thii péet mEen dyan

()dyan thii sii mEen dyan

Fill in the blanks with the number of the month:

(@) dyan thii méen dyan mii-nda

(b) dyan thii méen dyan man-koon [mok-ka-laa]
(c)dyan thii mEen dyan ta-laa

(d) dyan thii méen dyan koo-13-kot [koo-1a-ka-daa]
(e) dyan thii mEen dyan kan-njaa

() dyan thii méen dyan than-waa

Fill in the blank with t50-paj, kdon, or lan-caak as required:

(a) dyan phéa-cik m&en dyan tu-laa. [phyt-sa-ci-kaa]
(b) dyan kum-phéaa m&en dyan mii-naa.
(¢) kan-njaa mEen dyan thii kaw. méen dyan tu-laa.

Answers: 1 (a) mi-tht-néa (b) ti-laa (c) kum-phéa (d) phyt-sa-phaa
(e) sin-haa (f)y mée-saa , 2 (a) saam (b) nyy (c) sip (d) cét (e) kaw
(f) sip-sdon, 3 (a) kdon (b) lan-caak (c) tdo-paj
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M-1
Today
Birthday
Lao New Year
Independence Day

Constitution Day

Cycle 27

myy nii
wan kdet
pii-maj laaw

wan éek-ka-laat

bi ]
SUho
Jlmdaao

SUBNER0

wan lat-tha-tham-ma-ntun SuSnfivvesyy

Labor Day wan kam-ma-koon SUNLLENDU

What's the date today? myy nii mEen wan-thii DUccousuizalo?
thaw daj?

What's your birth date? ~ wan kdet caw mEen SVNORICCLVSVH
wan-thii thaw daj? ial0?

What's the date of the pii-maj laaw mEen JlnlanoccudSun

Lao New Year? wan-thii thaw daj-? ial0?

What's the date of wan éek-ka-laat méen SutenesancIuSun

independence Day? wan-thii thaw daj? i910?

What's the date of wan lat-tha-tham-ma-ndun SuSnALLzYVCIY

constitution Day? méen wan-thii thaw daj?  Sutiialo?

What the date of labor ~ wan kam-ma-koon méen SUALLENSUEIU

Day? wan-thii thaw daj? Sucialo?
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M-2
Born

Get married
Have a date
Have an appointment
Begin a trip

Arrive

kéot

t&ep-naan

mii nat

mii nat

50k deen théanp

paj/maa hoot

(0
(£0)9990
i

Iio
29N0UN99

YU/ 09 s90

What date were you born?

What date did you get

married on?

What date do you have a
date on?

What date did you begin

your trip?

What date did you arrive
there?

caw kdoat wan-thii
thaw daj?

caw t€ep-paan wan-thii

thaw daj?
caw mii nat wan-thii
thaw daj?

caw 5ok deen thaan

wan-thii thaw daj?

caw paj hoot wan-thii

thaw daj?

(RacRodunialo?
(90600990 VAN L
10?

(00003 uHa 10?
(9989NOVNIJS VG
0 10?

(A tUsoodunitialo?

C-1
A.  What's the date today? A. myy nii mEen wan-thii
thaw daj?
B. Today is the 14th of May B. myy nii m&en wan-thii sip-sii
1970. phyt-sa-phda pii phéan kaw
hooj cét-sip.
C-2
A.  What date were you born? A. caw kést wan-thii thaw daj?
B. | was born on the fifteenth B. khdj kést wan-thii sip héaa

of January nineteen
forty-one.

mok-ka-1l4da pii phan kaw hooj

sii-sip-ét
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1)

A. You are going to beginyourtrip A. caw si 50k deen thaanp

on the ninth, right? wan-thii kaw, m&en boo?
B. No. I'll begin my trip on the B. Db%o mEen, khdj si 5ok
tenth of March. deen-théan wan-thii

sip mii-naa.

NOTES

wan thii thaw daj (lit. the how many-eth day) "What day?" is used in asking for

dates. In the response the sequence of elements is (a) day (b) month (c) year.

Q: caw kst wan-thii thaw daj?  "When were you born?"

A:  Kkhdj kéet wan-thii sip héa "l was born January 15, 1941."
mok-ké-14a pii phan kaw hdoj

sii sip-ét.

(a) day :wan-thii sip héa "the fifteenth"

(b) month :mok-ka-laa "January"

(c) year : pii phén kaw hooj sii (Lit. year thousand nine hundred
sip-ét forty one) "1941"

pii "year" always precedes the designation for year. The year is always given thusly;

z .

phan .... hdoj ... (onethousand....hundred .....) and never: sip kaw
hooj (nineteen hundred.....)
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APPLICATION

1. On a separate piece of paper write out in full the dates given below, then check your

answers:

(&) May7, 1931 (b) September 23, 1919

(c) February 1, 1947 (d) December 25, 1963

(e) August 30, 1926 (f)  April 14, 1970

Answers: 1

(@) wan-thii cét dyan phyt-sid-phda pii phédn kaw hdoj sdam-sip-ét
(b) wan-thii sdaw-sdam dyan kan-njda pii phan-kaw-hooj-sip-kaw
(c) wéan-thii nyp dyan kum-phda pii phan kaw hooj sii-sip-cét
(d) wan-thii sdaw-hda dyan-than-wda pii phan kaw hooj hok-sip-saam
(e) wan-thii sdm-sip dyan sipn-hda pii phan kaw hooj sdaw-hodk

(f) wan-thii sip sii mée-sda pii phan kaw hooj cét-sip
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Cycle 28
M-1

Day myy i

Year pii J

Week aa-thit 29910

Occasion oo-kaat Tenao

Time, when wée-1laa (29

Hour stia-mbon S0% w9

Month dyan (09U
When(what day) caw si paj myy daj? (5a8tuiito?
will you go?
When (what year) caw si paj pii daj? (5a8tud0?
will you go?
When (which week) caw si paj aa-thit daj? (598tueaiioln?
will you go?
When (on what occasion caw si paj oo-kédat daj? (5a8tutananlo?
will you go?
When will you go? caw si paj wée-lda daj? (598t Utoaln?
Which hour will you go? caw si paj sua-méon daj? L%ﬂ§EU§OTUﬂO?
What month will you go? caw si paj dyan daj? (5981USauln?
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| will go when you arrive.

kh3 j

mia

si paj wée-laa caw
hoot.

M-2
Second hour stia-méon thii sdon 201191899
Next week aa-thit naa 29R0NU
Next year pii néa T
Tomorrow nyy-yyn Hsu
On the occasion of naj oo-kéaat Tutenao
That Luang festival bun thaat-luang YUNIOLINDY
When you arrive wée-laa caw maa hoot (089(39U9S80
| will go at the second kh3j si paj sta-mboy sovdtUBol u9fives.
hour. thii sdop.
| will go next week. kh5j si paj aa-thit nda. soe8tusaRomue.
| will go next year. kh3j si paj pii néa. goeStUdnua.
| will go tomorrow. kh3j si paj myy-yyn coudtulisu.
| will go on the occasion kh3j si paj nadj oo-kdat eseStdlulenio
of That Luang festival. =~ bun thaat-luang YUNIOINDY.

29081 UDRNLINUISD0.
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M-3
Enter school
Give birth
Report to the police
Return (it) to him

khaw hdop-hian

50k luuk

ceen tam-ldat

aw kKhyyn haj laaw

(29SIS|U
23NN
£L99092100

CRAINCIED)

When will you enter
school?

When will you have you
baby?

When will you report to
the police.

When will you return it

to him?

myy daj caw
héon-hian?

myy daj caw
myy daj caw
tam-1dat.

myy daj caw

hadj laaw?

si

si

si

khaw

Sok luuk?

ceen

aw kKhyyn

locRa&ii@atsgsiu?
Hlo3Iageengn?
D103980099092007

Dloc3088aaulm

NID.
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M-4

To go on a pleasure trip paj thiaw
(or walk)
To teach sdon

‘EUU}'JO

What are you going to do
today?

Where are you going to
go this week?

What are you going to
study this hour?

Where are you staying
at the present time?

Where is he going to go
on a pleasure trip this year?

Who is she going to teach
this Monday?

myy nii caw si hét
njan?

aa-thit nii caw si
paj saje

stia-mbéon nii caw
si hian njan?
wée-l4da nii caw
phak jtu saj-

pii nii laaw si paj
thiaw saj?

myy wan-can nii

laaw si sdon phaj?

ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%%oméj?
ooty ls?
§o?u3§c§ﬂ§)5Jum§3?
Lomﬁﬁ%ﬂiﬁngﬂa?
o908t Uznja‘ia?

20 20
(o4 [

%] ()
D3usulatogsoule?
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To fish
Picnic
Seashore

Sightseeing

Foreign country

tyk-bét

kin-khaw paa
kKhéem tha-1ée
that-sa-naa-coon

tdan pa-theet

Ondo
AucSagia
LOLUNECR
NFUVI9V

099UE N0

This week I'm going
to go fishing.

Next week I'm going

to go picnicking.

This weekend I'm going
to go to the seashore.
Next month I'm going to
go sightseeing.

In two weeks I'm going

to go abroad.

aa-thit nii khdj si paj
tyk-bét.

aa-thit nda khdj si paj
kin-khaw paa.

thaaj aa-thit nii khjj
si paj khéem tha-1lée.

dyan néda khdj si paj
that-si-naa-coon.

1ik sdop aa-thit khdj
si paj taap pa-theet.

990012998 L UdNT0.
gaR0NLgeuStUnuS
e,

Nawgafnnlesus iUl
N,

(OouNLLos8 L Uiigua
991,

o o ¥ o 1
SN9992990299% 109

Je 0.
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C-1

C-3

1)

2)

3)

A. What day are you going? A. caw si paj myy daj?

B. | am going today. B. khdj si paj myy nii.

A. Is she going? A. ladaw si paj boo?

B. Yes, sheis going. B. paj.

A.  What are you going to do A. myy nii caw si hét njan?
today?

B. Today I'm going to go B. myy nii khdj si paj
picnicking. kin-khaw paa.

A.  What year will you complete ~ A. pii daj caw si hian

your studies? sam-1ét?
B. I'll complete my studies next B. kh3j si hian sam-1ét
year. pii néaa.
NOTES

Time Expressions, such as aa-thit n&a, etc. may occur in sentence initial or

sentence final position with little or no difference in meaning. Their position is determined

by the type of sentence they occur in. (1) When they occur in sentences with
njan or saj as question words, they are in sentence initial position:

Q: myy nii caw si hét njan? "What are you going to do today?"
A : myy nii kh5j si paj hét kaan "Today I'm going to go to work."

When they occur in other types of sentences, they may occur in sentence initial or
sentence final position:

Q: myy daj caw si khaw hdop-hian? "When will you start school?
Q : caw si khaw héop-hian myy daj? "When will you start school?"
A : khdj si khaw hoéop-hian myy-yyn "I'm starting tomorrow."

A . myy-yyn "Tomorrow".

myy-yyn khdj si khaw hdopn-hian might occur in a statement, but it would not
occur in a response to a question.

daj "which, what" may occur after time words like myy "day", aa-thit "week",
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pii "year" etc. with the meaning "one particular unit of time": myy daj "what day? "

pii daj "which year?", etc.... or it may occur after wée-14a  "time" with the meaning
"indefinite time": wée-14a daj "When (what time)"

4) wée-14a "time"is used in the following senses:
(@) atime for doing something

wée-14a kin khaw "time to eat"

(b) a particular moment or period of time

wée-14da ladaw mAa hoot "when (the time) he arrived"

In this last sense it may serve as a connector between the Main Sentence and an included
sentence as illustrated in the example below:

S
/\
NP VP
/\
MV NP
/\
N S
N
NP VP
|
khdj si paj wée-1aa caw méa

"l will go when you come.”

kdon "before" and 14n-cdak "after" can replace wée-14a in the construction above
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APPLICATION

A .

In the sentence kh3j si paj pii nda, pii néa is(a) AP
(b) NP (c) MV (d) time expression.

A possible answer to the question caw si maa pii daj? would be
(@) aa-thit nda (b) pii daj (c) bdo mia (d) pii néa

Which of the following are acceptable answers to the question
caw si paj wée-laa daj? (a)myy-yyn, (b) ndj oo-kdat bun thaat-luan
(c) aa-thit néa (d) sta mdon thii sdon (e) all of these.

Give reasonable answers to the following questions:

(@) caw si mAa wée-laa daj? (b)dyan nda yaj caw si paj saj?

(c) aa-thit néda caw si paj tat-phom jGu haan tat-phdém boo? (d) laaw

si paj myy daj? (e) caw si sook-hda phyan lidaw wée-l4a daj?

Using wée-14a as a connective, combine the following pairs of sentences.

(@) khdj si paj caw mada hoot

(b) laaw si pa] khé-caw 5ok deen-théan

(c)ldaw si paj thbéo-1la-sap kha-caw phak saw-myaj

(d khdj si paj kin khaw nik-hian b3o mda hian

() dék-ndoj phtu nan lin mée laaw fan wit-tha-nju
() laaw si sop thbéo-la-leek phdo laaw paj myan-ndok

Repeat No. 5 using kdon as a connective.

Repeat No. 5 using 1an-caak as a connective.

Answers: 1b and d, 2d, 3e, 4(a) khdj si maa aathit nda (or) aathit
naa, etc. (b)dyan nda laaw si paj... (c)bdo, si bdo paj (or)
si paj (d) myy-Fyn (or) ldaw si paj myy-yyn (e) dyan néa (or)
kh3j si sdook-hda phyan ldaw dyan nda 5 put wée-laa inthe
spaces between sentences 6 put kdon in the spaces
7 put 1ap-céaak in the spaces.
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M-1

Eight

Ten

Eight, half
Nine, fifteen

Seven, ten of

Cycle 29
péet
sip
péet, khdp

kaw, sip-héaa

cét, njanp sip

(eJo

v
EE&E),Egﬂ
o, Suma

(50, 8950

Five, twenty héda, séaaw 5%,2ﬂo

Three, 15 of sdam, njan sip-haa 3ﬂU,§3§U£ﬂ

Four, ten sii, sip g, sv

Six, half hék, khap 2in, (819
It's eight o'clock. diaw-nii péet mbon. ojalitotyg.
It's ten o'clock. diaw-nii sip méon. ooli&uTLy.
It's half past eight diaw-nii péet mboy khay. cyaﬁquTUjﬁh.
It's nine fifteen. diaw-nii kaw méon sip-héa. cyaﬁg%TUjguﬁw
It's ten to seven (6:50). diaw-nii cét méon njan sip. OJOﬁE%OTJJj@ﬂs%U.
It's 5:20. diaw-nii héa méop saaw. CﬂoﬁmﬂTUjaﬂa.
It's 2:45. diaw-nii sdam mbopy cyaﬁaﬂufugﬁjguﬁﬂ

njan sip-héaa.
It's 4:10. diaw-nii sii méop sip. CHOﬁQTUjgu.
It's 6:30. diaw-nii hék méoy khap. cyaﬁﬁniumﬁj
M-2

What time is it? diaw-nii cdk mbéoy leew? OJD% SNt ugua0?
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C-1
A. Whattime is it? A. diaw-nii cak mbon leew?
B. It'S .. B. diaw-nii ...
NOTES

1) mbon "o'clock" is used in asking and telling time.
Asking the time:
diaw-nii + Number (Q) + mbon legew
diaw-nii cadk moéon leew
"What time is it?"
2) Telling time:

[diaw-nii] + Number + mbéoy + partof hour

z

diaw-nii péet mbon sip héa
(Now it's 8 o'clock1b)
"It's 8:15."

If it is after the half hour, the number of minutes remaining before the hour is indicated
by putting njan "yet" after the hour followed by the number of minutes remaining:

sip moon njan sip
(ten o'clock yet ten)

"10 minutes to ten."

132



LAO BASIC COURSE

APPLICATION

1. Using the numbers as a guide, complete the following time expressions:

(@) diaw-nii p€et mobon (8:15)

(b) diaw-nii mborn (9:00)

(¢) diaw-nii sip mobon sip (9:50)

(d diaw-nii sii moéon (4:30)

(e) diaw-nii méon leew? (What time is it?)
() diaw-nii haa mobonq (5:10)

(9) diaw-nii sdop mbéon njan (1:35)

(h) diaw-nii cét mbon (7:30)

2. Look at your watch and write out in full the correct time on this line,

Answers: 1 (a) sip-héa, (b) kaw, (c)njan, (d) khdp, (e)céak, (f)sip,
(g) sdaw-héa, (h)séaw, 2 You'll have to decide what the correct answer to
this is yourself.
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M-1

Eight, morning
12, noon

2, afternoon
5, evening

9, night

11, half

Cycle 30

p€et, saw
sip-sdop, thian
sdon, baaj

héda, léep

kaw, kaan khyyn
sip-ét, khap

LLUO,Lgﬂ
guaeI, 0]9
§99, U9g
0, (9
Lﬁﬂ,nﬂggw

U180, (89

| go shopping at 8 in

the morning.

| go shopping at 12

noon.

| go shopping at 2 in

the afternoon.

| go shopping at 5 in
the evening.

| go shopping at 9 in
the evening.

| go shopping at
11:30.

kh3j paj syy khdopn péet goutuUSesyuUot g
moéon saw. Lém

khdj paj syy khdon sip éseré@sy%u&sg
sdog mboy thiap. TUj@Uj

khdj paj syy kh3op baaj ésetUé@sgdas&sg
sdon mboxq. TL9.

kh3j paj syy khdon haa é%@tU§28j£ﬂEU3
moéon léen. (9

kh3j paj syy khdon kaw goutUSasgnatyg
méon kaan Kkhyyn. N99E.

kh3j paj syy khodon és@id%&eg%u
sip-ét mbony khay. L§OT¢@L$}

134




LAO BASIC COURSE

school?

What time do you go
to work?

What time did you
go shop?

What time do you go to
drink coffee?

What time do you go to
drink tea?

What time do you go to
bed?

What time do you go to
swim?

mbon?

caw paj hét-kaan céak

mbon?

caw paj syy khdon cak
mbon?

caw paj kin kaa-fée
cak mobon?

caw paj dym nam-saa
cak moéon?

caw paj ndon cak mobon?

caw paj 199j nam cak

moon?

M-2
School héon-hian Ts93u
Work hét-kaan (Sonay
Shop syy khdon %283
Have coffee  kin kaa-fée AUNa W
Drink tea dym nam-saa %Ubgzﬂ
Sleep ndon U2V
Swim 150j nam Q9819
What time do you go to caw paj héop-hian cék L%ﬂiUYSﬁﬂM%nTug?

(BatuEonausniug?
(AatUS2e95ntLg?
(RatuURunacsniug?
(AatuBuuhgasniug?
(RatUnsusntLg?

(3 tUasouiIning?
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M-3

School héon-hian Ts9su

9:00 a.m. kaw mbéon saw (Nt U989

To work hét-kaan (Sonau

8:30 a.m. péet mbéoy khap LLUOTUjLéﬁg

toon saw memgﬂ

To shop syy khdon %283

11 a.m. sip-ét mboy saw SuiBotugisa

Drink coffee kin kaa-fée AUNa W

3 p.m. baaj saam mbon L LIS

Drink tea dym nam-séa E!)Luu‘gaﬂ

4:30 p.m. baaj sii méon khay dﬂ@%ﬁ)‘jcéj

To sleep ndon U2

10:00 p.m sip méon kaan khyyn  Sulugnageau

Go to the movies  paj bdy sii-née \EUE33§EU,§U£°§‘]

7:00 p.m. cét mbon léeq (FOTLU9ERY

Go swimming paj 1%0j nam YUasauh

12 noon sip-sdop mboy thian  Suaelugy])
| go to school at 9:00 kh3j paj héop-hian kaw éBSJ\EUistJiJcﬁﬂ
a.m. mbon saw. Tu9e.
| go to work at 8:30 khdj paj hét kaan péet 2ot UEonauido
a.m. moéoy khdp toon saw. Tchgﬂmsucgﬂ.
| went shopping at khdj paj syy khdop éss‘cuggsgé’iunéo
11 a.m. sip-ét mobon saw. Tchgﬂ.

Continued...
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M-3 Continued

| go to bed at 10:00 p.m. kh3j paj ndon sip soutUuongulLg
moéon kaan khyyn. N99E.
| went to the movies at kh3j paj bdy sii-née 2o U980
7:00 p.m. cét mbéoy léey. TU96(R9.
| go swimming at twelve kh3j paj 1%0j nam sip seetdasouh
noon. s3on méoy thiapy. Suae9lugy]I.
C-1
A.  What time you go to swimming? A. caw si paj 159j nam
cadk moéon?
B. 1 will go at quarter to 9. B. kh3j si paj kaw mbong
njan sip haa.
C-2
A.  Where did he go? A. laaw paj saj?
B. He went to have coffee. B. 1laaw paj kin kaa-fée
A.  What time did he go? A. laaw paj cak mobon?
B. He went at ten past eight. B. 1laaw paj péet mbon sip.
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NOTES

Words designating the part of the day like saw "a.m." are usually placed after mbon in
time expressions, thus

cét mdéon saw "7 a.m." sip sdon mdéon thian "12 noon".

hda mbon léeny  "5p.m." sip-ét méon kaan khyyn "11p.m."

The approximate period of time referred to by such terms as saw, etc. is indicated on the
clock faces below.

Noon Midnight

6 a.m. 6 p.m.
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APPLICATION

Complete the following examples:

(@) 9:00a.mkaw mbon
(b) 1:30 p.m. mbéon khan
() 5:00 p.m. hda mbong
(d) 12:00 sip sdon mbon
(e) 4:00 p.m. baaj sii
() 11:00 a. m. sip-ét mobon
(9) 10:00 p.m. sip mbon
(h) 8:00 p.m. péet mbony

(i) 6:50 cét mbong sip

() 3:20 p.m.baaj sdam mbon

(k) 10:30 a.m. sip mbopy toon saw

() 12:15p.m. sip sdon mboxn toon thiap

Complete the blanks with the time that you normally do the things indicated:
(@) khdj paj hdéop-hian
(b) khdj paj kin kaa-fée

(¢) khdj paj syy khdop

(d khdj paj ndon

Answers: 1(a) saw (b) baaj (c) 1¢en (d) thian (e) mbéoy (f) saw
(9) kaan-khyyn, 1lé€en (h) 1€en () njan (j) sdaw (k) khan
() sip-hda 2 You will have to check own answers here.
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M-1

To rest
Minute
Ten

To take vacation
Week
Three
Day

Four
Month
Two
Year

Six
Second
Thirty-five
Hour
Half

One and a half hours

Cycle 31

saw-mya j
nida-thii
sip
phak-phdon
aa-thit

sdam

wi-nda-thii
saam-sip-haa
stia-mbon
khan

sta-mbéon kharn
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He rested ten minutes.

He took three weeks
vacation.

He was sick for four
days.

He spent six years
abroad.

He was in line for one
and a half hour.

laaw saw-myaj sip
nda-thii.

laaw phak-phdon sdam
aa-thit.

laaw bdo sa-baaj sii myy.

laaw jOu myan nook hok

pii.

ldaw khaw théew

sta-mbéon khag.

90(89c 028UV,
292UNCIDUINLD9N0.

29009zU 8.

210¢)tJoguending.

992911080 T U918
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M-2

To be in Laos, year jau myay léaw, pii gibo9a2, J

To lose one's way 16y théany NQ9NIY

Hour stia-mbon S0% w9

To read aan 29U

Lesson bét-hian SOSJU

Minute nda-thii U

To travel deen théany [Oun9Y

Week aa-thit 2990

To fight a war tii-sék O8N

Day myy ij
How many years was he ldaw jau myan laaw 210¢)t29a703nT?
in Laos? cadk pii-?
How many hours was he laaw 10p thaap momﬁjmﬁngoiug?
lost? cédk sta-mbon?
How many minutes did ldaw aan bét-hian cék moéwﬁosljﬁu%n
he read the lessons? nda-thiiz UIN?
How many weeks did he ldaw deen thdan céak SLBIGITILL RS
travel? aa-thit? 29907
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M-3

To rest, take vacation phak-phdon dneIou

To practice fyk-hat &Indio

To leave pa’ waj Jelo

Car 16t 0

To delay, be delayed sak-saa énéﬂ

To imprison khan 89

To control khuap-khtm §oUEL
How long will you take caw si phak-phdon don (Fagiincou
for vacation? paan-daj? ovdauln?
How long will you caw si fyk-hat don (50880
practice? paan-daj? ovdauln?

How long will you leave

your car here?

How long will you be

delayed?

How long will you keep

him under control?

caw si pa 16t caw waj

(99Uea0cI0 100

nii don paan-daj? ovdauln?

N . - N\ A [ X% >
caw si sak-saa don (992N
paan-daj? oudauln?
caw si khuap-kham léaw (31R02UELNID
don paan-daj-? oudauln?

C-1
A. What is he going to do? A. laaw si hét njap?
B. Heis going to (take a rest.) B. laaw si [saw-myaj]
A. How many (minutes) will he A. laaw [saw-myaj] cak
(rest)? [nda-thii]?
B. (Twenty minutes). B. [sdaw naa-thii].
C-2
A.  What are they going to do? A. Kkhéa-caw si hét njaj?
B. They are going to (take a B. kha-caw si
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1).

2)

vacation.) [paj phak-phdon]
How long will they be going? A. Kkhéa-caw si [pa]
phak-phdon] don paan-daj?
(Two weeks) B. [sdop aa-thit].
NOTES

The following words are used for various periods of time: pii "year", dyan "month",
aa-thit "week", myy "day", sia-mbéon "hour", nda-thii "minute", and
wi-nda-thii "second." If one wishes to find out precisely how many units of time
(hour, minute, etc.) were used in a particular activity cak + Time Unit is used:

cak aa-thit "how many weeks", etc. The question can be put in a more general and

less precise way by saying don paan-daj (lit. long to what extent) "how long?"
don paan-daj is always used in situations in which the speaker has no idea how long

a time was involved (hence no knowledge of what time units the response might be
given in.)

khan "half" may occur before or after a Time Unit. When it occurs before the unit it

N

means "half of the unit": khdn myy "half a day”, khdg pii "half a year", etc.

When khan occurs after a time unit, it means "one and one half units":
sta-mbéon khadn "one and a half hours", nda-thii khan "one and a half minutes"”,
etc.

If numbers precede a time unit and khan follows it, khdny means "one half is added to
the other number™:

sdam myy khdn "3 1/2 days", hok pii khénp "6 1/2 years." etc.
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APPLICATION

Fill in the blanks below with the correct information:

(@)
(b)
(©)

nyn mii sip-sdon dyan.

nda-thii nyn mii 60

nyng mii 24 sta-mbon

(d)
(e)
(f)
(9)
(h)
(i)
@)
(k)
0
(m)
(n)

dyan nyn mii 30

60 wi-nda-thii m€enl

4 stua-mbéon mEen 240

12 dyan m€enl

7myy mEen 1

myy nyn mii 86,400

stia-méon (how many hours?).

paan-daj (how long?).

sta-méoy (half an hour).

kaw myy (9 1/2 days)

pii (1 1/2 years).

Answers: 1 (a) pii (b) wi-nda-thii (c) myy (d) myy (e) nda-thii
(f) nda-thii (g) pii (h) aa-thit (i) wi-nda-thii (j) cak (k) don
() khadp (m) khag (n) khag
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Cycle 32
M-1
To have time, enough mii wée-laa, phdo
To use saj
To save phéen waj
To lose time, because of sia wée-laa, njoon

Dtox9, W
12
(cwgto

L%Jcom, 310

What did you use this
time for?

What did you save the

time for?

What caused you to

lose time?

caw saj wée-lada nii hét
njan?

caw phéen wée-lda waj
hét njap?

caw sia wée-lda njodon

njan?

(RalgoaauiSondy?
(9069009 1250
089?

L%ﬂcﬁjtamgsn

0n897?

146




LAO BASIC COURSE

M-2

To cook
To fix, motor bike
To rest

To look for, friend

khua-kin
peen, 1lot-cak
saw-mya j

sook-hda, phyan

0N
(cdJg, HOIN
(2acl9e

29NM9, (oL

| don't have enough time

to cook.

| used this time to fix

the motorbike.

| saved this time for

resting.

khdj bdo mii wée-1laa
phdo sam-1ap khua-kin.
khdj saj wée-laa nii
peen lot-cak.

kh3j phéen wée-laa

nii waj saw-myaj.

290 J0a9Ug9RY
foNv.
2o¢18(0090(U920

.

29¢((W9C0U LS9

tDoe.
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M-3
Study, week
Cook, hour
Look for, day
Fix the car, hour
Lose time,

Fix, television

hian nan-syy, aa-thit
khua-kin, sta-mbon
sook-hda, myy

peen 1ot, sGa-mbon
sia wée-laa,

peen, thoéo-1la-that

sjualied, eadio
éaﬁu,gaTUj
gonna, b
(980, Bolwg
L%paaﬂ,

(9, Tnasdio

How many weeks do you

have for studying?

How many hours do you

have for cooking?

How many hours did you

use fixing your car?

caw mii wée-lada hian
nan-syy cak aa-thit?

caw mii wée-1laa khua-kin
cédk sta-mbon?

caw saj wée-laa peen 1ot

cédk sta-mbon?

(90 (0R9S]U

o (<)
NUYININDINN?
(9900098001
INn8otLg?

(Ralgroa9cdy

Q09N80TL9?
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M-4
Have, month, eight mii, dyan, péet 0, 109, (o
Rest, minute saw-myaj, nda-thii (Sacloe, ual
Fifteen sip-haa Suma
Use, eat saj, kin-khaw 12, Aucea
Thirty sdam-sip SIS
Explain, matter, twenty sii-ceeyn, lyapy, sédaw S0699, (229, 890
Fifteen sip-héa Suma
Wait for, five thda, haa 9, 019

You have eight months to caw mii wée-laa hian L%ﬂﬁcaaﬂSJuwﬂaﬂ
study Lao. phida-sda liaw péet dyan. 926U0c09U.
You have fifteen minutes caw mii wée-lda siw-mya (90092998
to rest. sip-héda naa-thii Sumana.

You took thirty minutes caw saj wée-laa kin-khaw 39lgc0a90u29
to eat. sdam-sip nda-thii. SAILFUVIN.

You wasted fifteen caw sia wée-lda khta-kin L%ﬂcﬁJcaaﬂaaﬁn
minutes cooking. sip-hda nda-thii. Sumaua.
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C-1

C-2

C-1

1)

2)

A.  You don't have enough time A. caw bdo mii wée-laa phdo

for what? sam-13p njan?
B. Idon't have enough time B. kh3j bdo mii wée-laa phdo
to cook. sam-1ap khua-kin.
A. How much time did you A. caw sia wée-laa sook-hda laaw
waste looking for him? cak naa-thiiz
B. I wasted forty-five minutes. B. kh3j sia wée-laa sii-sip-héaa
nida-thii

A. Do you have enough time? A. caw mii wée-laa phdo boo?
B. Enough time for what? B. wée-laa phdo sam-1lap njan?
A.  For (cooking). A. sam-lap [Kkhaa-kin].
B. Ohyes, | have tens of B. phdo, khdj mii wée-laa ldaj
minutes. sip naa-thii.
NOTES

As was indicated in Cycle 28, wée-14aa "time" may be followed by VP indicating some
kind of activity: wée-14a kin khaw "time to eat/ for eating". When wée-14a is

followed by phdo "enough, sufficient”, sam-13ap "for the purpose of" occurs before the
VP of Purpose:

mii wée-lada phdo sam-1ap khua-kin (have time enough for (to) cook)

"have enough time to cook"

In questions the VP of purpose is replaced by njan,

mii wée-lda phdo sam-1lap njan? "You have sufficient time for what?"

njoon "because of, due to" + VP of Activity is used to provide an explanation for some
action:

kh5j sia wée-lda njdon sook-hda (I lost time due to looking for my
phyan khjj friend.)

"l spent time (in vain) looking for my friend."
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APPLICATION
1) Complete the following sentences:
(@) khdj mii wée-laa (fix motorbike)
(b) caw bdo mii wée-laa (to rest)
() laaw sia wée-laa thda phyan laaw (due to)
(d khdj bdo mii wée-laa sam-1ap khua-kin (enough time)
(e) caw saj wée-lada kin-khaw cak ? (how many minutes)
() caw mii wée-laa hok dyan (study Lao)
(g) wée-laa njan (for what?)
(h) caw sia wée-lada sook-haa khén saj caw (how long?)
2. Answer the following questions:
(a) myy-waan-nii caw saj wée-lada hian phda-saa laaw
don paan-daj?
(b) myy-yyn caw si mii wée-laa ndon cak sta-mbon?
(¢) wan saw leew nii (Last Saturday) caw jyyn théda mia caw
don paan-daj?
(d) myy-yyn caw si mii wée-1lada phdo sam-1ap hian
phda-saa laaw boo?
(e) caw sia wée-lda njoon njan?

Answers: 1(a) peen 16t-cék (b) sdw-myaj (c) njoon (d) phdo (e) nda-thii

() hian phaa-sda laaw (g) sam-1ap (h) don paan-daj
2 You can work out the answers yourself.
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Cycle 33
M-1

Bus 16t-mée Q0L

Boat hya (Se

Airplane hfa-bin (Sodu

Car 16t 0

Bicycle 16t-thiip oY

Train 16t-faj 0T

Tricycle sdam-159o 08
| will go by bus. khdj si paj nédm lot-mée. 2283 UNIS0WL.
| will go by boat. kh3j si paj nam hya. souStutage.
| will go by airplane.  kh3j si paj ném hya-bin. souStutaSady.
| will go by car. kh5j si paj nam 16t. 2o tUag0.
| will go by bicycle. ~ kh3j si paj nam 1ot-thiip. e9uStuddofy.
| will go by train. kh3j si paj nam 16t-faj. 2o tungoty.
| will go by tricycle. kh3j si paj nam sdam-150. eouStudagaud.

M-2
With, by nam 29
How VP + néew daj? tualn?

How will you go? caw si paj nadm njan? L%ﬂ%f&lf)ﬂmﬁj?
How will you go? caw si paj néew daj? Fagtucuolo?
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C-1
A.  How will you go? A. caw si paj nam njan-?
B. I will go by (car) B. khdj si paj nam [10t]
C-2
A.  How will you go? A. caw si paj néew daj?
B. 1 will go by (boat) B. khdj si paj néam [hya]

£JJ81JITSJ1]£O‘] QCR"’EQﬂT‘VUOSJlJlJ\EOO LQZQO U]ﬂl]‘?“e?)@l]ﬂﬂllTQEJ‘UJZU“]?J]ulJ“EJ“]‘jSlJSﬂﬂ\EO

‘aﬂgcm&gmun%n&mn Eﬁ&""Zﬂ?ﬂﬂiJé‘lOOﬂ'@“tUiJUt o), UO‘jiJiJ'Q"" EUiJJ’]ﬂl]E%JEDEQ‘]EQ‘]fj

NOTES

1) Mode of Transportation may be indicated by nam "(to go) along with" + Type of Vehicle
following a verb of motion.

NP + MV + VP (Mode of Transportation)

khdj si paj nam 1ot-mée
{ will go go along with bus)
"I will go by bus."

2) The Verb Phrase nam + vehicle may be questioned in either of two ways:

Statement: khdj si paj nam 1ot. "“I'll go by car".
Question I caw si paj nadm njan? "How will you go?
Question 2: caw si paj néew daj? "How will you go?”
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APPLICATION

In the sentence khdj si paj nam 16t-faj, nam 16t-faj is(a) NP
(b) VP (c) preposition plus noun (d) MV (e) predicate.

In the question caw si paj nam njan, njdn probably refersto (a) person
(b) avehicle (c) amotion (d) a place

In the question caw si paj néewdaj, néew means something like (a) how?
(b) manner, way (c) by what means? (d) what (e) none of these.

Complete the following sentences:

)
(b)
(€)
(d)
(€)

si paj nam hya
caw si paj néew ?
laaw si paj hya-bin
khdj si paj néam mée
caw si paj njan?

Translate the following sentences into English:

(@)
(b)
(©)
(d)

laaw si paj ném 16t-faj

caw maa hdéop-hian ném njan-?

wée-l4da caw si paj haan-aa-haan, caw si paj nam njan?

phyan caw paj néesw-daj?

Answers: 1b, 2b, 3b, 4(a) caw, khdj, etc. (b)daj (c)nam (d) 1ot

(e) ndm 5(a) He'll go by train. (b) How did you come to school? (c) When
you go to the restaurant, how will you go? (d) How did your friend go?
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Cycle 34
M-1

A guide naaj thaan U999

Return kap paj/mia futylua

His children luuk laaw NI

Consult pyk-sia INg9

Colleagues phiu-hiam-péan SOU9W

Live aa-saj juu 9‘1?&%!

Relatives phii-ndon o9
He will go with the ldaw si paj nam naaj 908 LUVIVILNI9.
guide. théan.
He will return with the ldaw si kap paj ném 05HuTUNauae)
guide. nadaj thaan. 0N99.
He will return with his ldaw si kap paj ném Q087U UNIgNa0.
children. luuk laaw.
He will consult with his ~ 1daw si pyk-sda ndm luuk @%28Ung099na90.
children. laaw
He will consult with his laaw si pyk-sda nam phtu mo%z@m&‘lﬁ‘lcjslou
colleagues. htiam pian laaw. 9IIURID.
He will live with his laaw si aa-saj jau nam mo%sﬂ&sjﬁa@gou
colleagues. phGu hGam pian laaw. IIURND.
He will live with his laaw si aa-saj jau nam mo%sﬁa%]ﬁ‘)zﬁﬁaj
relatives. phii-ndon laaw. Q9.
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M-2
Ask permission khdo 4-nii-njaat 2981890
Practice fyk-hat &ndo
Cooperate hiiam paan SoU99U
Apply for a job sd-médk hét-kaan gonSonav
With whom is he going ldaw si paj fyk-hat nam  «908tUtnfionale?
to go to practice? phaj?
With whom is he going ldaw si paj hGam paan 908 LUSoU9I
to go to cooperate? nam phdj? U9 1e3?
To whom is he going to ldaw si paj sa-mék 08 tUsinSonau
go to apply for the job? hét-kaan nam phdj? vale3?
C-1
A. Who are you goingtoconsult A. caw si paj pyk-saa nam
with? phaj-?
B. | am going to consult with B. khdj si paj pyk-saa nam
the guide. nadaj thaan.
C-2
A.  Who will come to live with A. phaj si mda aa-saj jau
you? nam caw?
B. My colleague is going to B. phGu hGam paan kh3j si maa
come to live with me. aa-sdj juu nam khdj.
C-3
A. What are you going to do A. caw si paj hét njan nam
with them? kha-caw?
B. | am going to practice with B. khdj si paj fyk-hat néam
them. kha-caw.
NOTES
1)  When nam is followed by NP in which the N is human, the relationship between the
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persons involved may be any one of the following:
(&) Accompaniment:

laaw si kép paj nam luuk laaw

"He will return with his child.”
(b) Joint effort (with participants having equal status).

ldaw si pyk-sda nam phtu-hGam-nidan laaw

"He will consult with his colleagues.”

(c) Joint effort (with participants have unequal status).

laaw si paj sid-médk hét-kaan nam phdj?

"Who is he going apply to for a job?"
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APPLICATION

Translate the following sentences into English:

(a) ldaw si njaan paj nadm nik-hian

(b) ldaw si khii 156t ném khdj

(c) ldaw si hian nam naaj-khau

(d) ldaw si khdo-thoot nam kha-caw

(e) laaw si paj hda paa nam kha-caw

(f) ldaw si waw nam ndaj-khau

(g) laaw jiu myan-laaw nam phdo laaw

(h) laaw bdo mak hét-wiak nam hua-nda laaw

() ldaw khdo paj nadj myan nam kha-caw.

() ldaw si bdo pyk-sda nam phadn.

Answers: 1 (a) He will walk with the students. (b) He will ride with me. (c) He will study
with the teacher (or under the teacher.) (d) He will ask their pardon. (e) He
will go fishing with them. (f) He will talk with (or to) the teacher. (g) He lives
in Laos with his father. (h) He doesn't like to work with his boss.

(i) He asked (to be allowed) to go into town with them. (j) He won't consult
with him.
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Cycle 35
M-1

To walk njaan £)99

To drive khap 16t U0

To run l€en (U

To ride in a boat khii hya 820

To jump over tén khéam Sugaw
To swim 150j nam asauh

| will walk. kh3j si njaap [paj/méa. ] sovdeng(td/Lua).

| will drive (there)  kh3j
| will run. kh3 j
| will go by boat. khdj

| will jump overit.  khdj

khép 16t [mda/paj.] 29988030(t1d/u9).

léen [paj/méa. ]

goeSiau(td/ua).

<3

khii hya [paj-mia. ] 2oe588a(tu/ ).

tén khaam [paj/méa.] =ouSi&ugau(ty/va).

M-2
With, by nam 0
How néew-daj? ccwalo?
How will you go? caw si paj nédm njan? L%ﬂ%i&lﬁ‘]m%?
How will you go? caw si paj néew daj? (5a8tuccualo?
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M-3

Walk njaan g9

Ride a horse khii maa S0

Travel desn-théan [OuNag

Exit 50k 29N
He walked to the country ldaw njaan paj baan-ndok. a‘ioé‘]'j\EUZj‘]iJiJSJ’].
side.
He travels to the ldaw deen thdan maa Q92 COUNIJU
country side. baan-njok. Jauuen.
He went (come) out ldaw ok paj [méa] 29299 tU(L9)
to the country. baan-nook. Jauuen.
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M-4

Walk njaany

Eat kin-khaw
Restaurant haan aa-hdan
Drive khap 1ot
Read dan nan-syy
Library hdon sa-mit
Ride on a bus khii 16t-mée
Visit jaam

House hyan

Run l€en

g9
Aucda
SU8IMIL
SUI0
29UNii98
593aqo
S500
gJay

(Sou

A0

I'll walk over to the

restaurant and eat.

I'll drive over to

library and read.

khdj si njaan paj kin
khdw jGu haan aa-hdan.
kh3j si khéap-16t paj aan

nan-syy juu hdon sa-mut.

2988899 lUNVRg
SN,
29u&8Ua0 tUg9U

Jn2910.
U Q
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M-5
Drive khép-16t SURO
Run 1&en 1ENpY
Where is he driving to? ldaw si khap-16t paj saj? 21288ua0tuls?
Where is he running to? ldaw si 1&en paj saj? A08cautdls?
C-1
A. How are you going? A. caw si paj nam njan?
B. I'm going by bus. B. kh3j si paj nadm 1ot-mée.
C-2
A. How will she go? A. ladaw si paj néesw-daj?
B. She will walk. B. 1ladaw si njaan paj.
C-3
A.  Where are you traveling to? A. caw si deen-thdan paj sdaj?
B. I'mtraveling to the country B. khdj si desn-thaan paj
side. baan-ndok.
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1)

2)

NOTES

paj and mda may occur as the Main Verb in the sentence indicating motion in a
particular direction (mda "toward the speaker; paj, "away from the speaker");

mda haan-aa-hdan "to come to the restaurant"

paj kin khaw "to go eat"

paj and méa also occur as secondary verbs indicating direction of motion after VP

indicating type of locomotion [njaan "to walk", khap-16t paj/méaa must follow VP
of this kind:

khap-16t paj "to drive (some place)"
khii hya méa "to come (some place) by boat"
njaan paj kin khaw "to walk (some place) to eat"

khéap-10t paj kin-khaw jtu "to drive to the restaurant to eat"
haan-aa-haan

Although paj nédm njan and paj nésw-daj both mean "How are (you) going?",
there is a little difference in meaning between them. paj nam njan suggests that you

are going in some sort of vehicle; where as, paj néew daj is simply a request as to

how you are going from one place to another. The following exchange will illustrate this
difference:

Q: caw paj nam njan? "How are you going?"
A: khdj si bdo paj nam njan, “I'm not going in any kind of
khdj si njaan paj vehicle. I'm going to walk."
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APPLICATION

Add paj or maa and rearrange the following sentence parts into sentences:

(@) khii hya, hdop sa-mit, &an nap-syy

(b) haan aa-hdan, njaan, kin khaw

() pa-théet ciin, desn thaap

(d) saj, khii kwian

(e) jaam phyan, khap 16t, hyan

() baan ndok, 5ok

(9) hoéop-hian, 1lgen

(h) jau naj myan, lin, njaan

i) pa-sum, khii 16t-mée, juu hdop-hian

0]

() jau sdj, son thoo-la-leek

(k) si, njaapn, phun

() myan wiap-can, desn théap

Answers: Either paj or mda may be used. kh5j, caw, léaw, etc. may be used as

the subject.
(@) khdj khii hya paj &an nan-syy juu hdop-sa-mat
(b) laaw njap maa kin-khdw jGu haan aa-hdan
(¢) caw si deen-thaan paj pa-theet ciin boo
(d) ladaw si khii kian paj saj
() khdj si khap-16t mAda jaam phyan kh3j juu hyan laaw
() khdj si 5ok paj baan-ndok (g) ldaw 1l&en paj hbéop-hian
(h) laaw njaan paj lin jGu naj-myan
() laaw khii 16t-mée paj pa-sum jau hoéop-hian
() caw si paj s6p thbo-la-leek juu saj
(k) laaw si njaan paj phun
() khdj si deen-thaan paj myan wiap-can
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M-1

To work
Walk
Buy
Sleep

Ask question

Answer

Cycle 36
hét-wiak L§OOJTI
njaan paj 8991
sYyy S
ndon U2
thdam U
t5op 09U

Will you be able to work?

Will you be able to walk?

Will you be able to buy?

Will you be able to sleep?

Will you be able to ask?

Will you be able to answer?

si

si

si

si

si

si

hét-wiak daj boo?
njaan paj daj boo?
syy daj boo?

ndon daj boo?
thaam daj boo?

tSop daj boo?

L%y‘ﬂ%c%oajn‘t 0?
(398891t 00?
(595810072
(5a8uautod?
(a8nautod?

(99092UT007?

Yes, (I will be able to...)

No, (I will not be able to...)

N

daj.
bdo dij. 91

Yo.

166




LAO BASIC COURSE

C-1
A.  Will you be able to work? A. caw si hét-wiak daj boo?
B. Yes. B. daj.
C-2
A.  Will you be able to shoot? A. caw si njip daj boo?
B. No. B. Dbdo daj.
NOTES

1) daj means "to be able, possible", and it normally occurs as VP (Predicate) with a
Sentence as NP (Subject).

/S\
S VP
NP VP Vv
Prev Vv
kh3 j si syy daj
(I will buy be able)

"I will be able to buy it."

2) Negation of this type of sentence is: Sentence + bdo daj:

khdj paj bdo daj "l can't go."

The question form is: Sentence + daj boo? "Canyou ....?"
The affirmative response is: daj "Yes, | can."
The negative response is: bdo daj "No, | can't.”
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APPLICATION

1) Change the following questions into "possibility” situations.
(@) caw si khdaj pa-tuu nii phii boo?
(b) caw si At pdop-jilam nii phii boo?
(c) caw si saj kd-cee lin-sdk nii phii boo?
(d caw si khaj kéd-cee hiip nii phii boo?
(e) caw si 16ng khan-daj nii phii boo?

2.  Change the following statements into statements indicating one's inability to do
something.

(@) khdj si khdj pa-tuu nan phun.
(b) khdj si pian jaan nan phun.

(¢) khdj si paj haa phGu nan phun.
(d) khdj si sdoj-lya phiu nan phun.

() khdj si tit-tdo k&p phtu nan phun.

3) Respond affirmatively to the questions in 1 above.

4.  Give negative responses to the questions in 1 above.

Answers: 1 Change boo to daj boo 2 Add b5o daj to the sentence.
3 The response to all questions is daj 4 The response to all questions is
bdo daj.
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Cycle 37
M-1
Drive khap 16t SURO
Fix a car peey 10t (690
Speak English waw phda-saa ap-kit Lgﬂwﬂ&ﬂéjﬁo
Take picture thaaj huup 1RENES
Do you know how to caw khap 16t pen boo? (Fagudotud?
drive?
Do you know how to fix caw peen 1ot pen boo? L%“]cwjﬁmﬂnﬁ?
acar?
Do you know how to caw waw phaa-sda ap-kit E%‘]Eg‘]w‘]&lﬂéﬂﬁo
speak English? pen boo? (Jud?
Do you know how to take ~ caw thdaj huup pen boo? E%‘]ﬁ‘]ﬂ%ULﬂUf)?
pictures?
C-1
A. Do you know how to drive? A. caw khap 16t pen boo?
B. Yes, |do. B. pen.
C-2
A. Do you know how to fix a car? A. caw peen 10t pen boo?
B. No, | don't. B. bdo pen.
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NOTES

1) Compare S+ daj constructions with S + pen constructions

S
/\
NP VP Q
S
/\
NP VP
N
MV NP
|
caw khap 16t pen boo
(you drive car know how Q)

"Do you know how to drive?"

N

The S+ daj and S + pen structure is identical; the difference arises from the
difference in meaning between pen "to know how to perform some activity" and
daj "to be able to do something".

2) The affirmative response to S + pen boo is pen. The negative response is bdo pen.

S + pen constructions are negated by putting bdo before pen.

3) daj and pen may be combined with questions as in these examples;

ldaw hét njan pen? "What does he know how to do?"
caw syy njan daj? "What can you buy?"
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

APPLICATIONS

ldaw peen 10t bdo pen. This sentence indicates that (a) he doesn’t have any
tools (b) doesn't know how to fix cars (c) he doesn't want to fix the car (d) he doesn't
have a car.

If someone said, khdj khap 16t bdo daj, this might indicate that (a) he doesn't

feel like driving (b) he has his right leg in a cast (c) he forgot his driver's license (d) he is
ill.

In the sentence 1daw thdaj huup bdo pen, the subject of the sentence is (a)
laaw (b) thdaj huup (c) ldaw th&daj huup (d) ldaw thaaj.

Which of the sentences below means "I don't know how to shoot a gun"?
(@) khdj njin pyyn pen (b)kh5j bdo njin pyyn pen

(c)khdj njin pyyn bdo pen (d)khdj njin pyyn pen bdo.

Change the following sentences to the negative: (a) caw peen
16t pen boo? (b) khdj waw phda-sda apn-kit pen.

Answer this question affirmatively: caw peen 16t pen boo?

Answer this question negatively: caw thaaj htup pen boo?

Answers: 1b, 2b, c,ord, 3c, 4c, 5(@) caw peen 16t bdo pen boo?

(b) khdj waw phaa-sda an-kit bdo pen 6pen 7 bdo pen.
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Cycle 38
M-1

To type tii-céak 09N

To take pictures sak-huup gngy
To shop syy khdon 2283
To cut hair tat-phdm Hotw
To build a house ptk hyan YniSou
To cook khta-kin foN

Can she type?

Can she take pictures?

Can she cut hair?

Can she cook?

laaw tii-cak daj boo?
laaw sak-huup daj boo?
laaw tat-phom daj boo?

laaw khua-kin daj boo?

29003N1007?
R108N5Ut00?
2908906UT007?

290807100 ?
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M-2
Cook

Build a house
Cut the hair
To shop

Take a picture

Type

khila-kin £onU
pik-hyan YniSou
t4t-phdm Hotw
syy khdon 2283
sak-huup gngy
tii-cék 03N

No, because she doesn't

know how to cook.

No, because he doesn't

know how to cut hair.

No, because he doesn't

know to take a picture.

No, because he doesn't

know to type.

bdo daj, phd-waa laaw

khta-kin bdo pen.

bdo daj, phd-waa laaw

tat-phdm bdo pen.

bdo daj, phd-waa laaw

sak-huup bdo pen.

bdo daj, phd-waa laaw

tii-cak bdo pen.

DYO (W19

foRuL L.

DLO (WALDINND

Hocuucdu.

DO (WALDINND

Ensuoidu.

OX0 (WILDI109D

Oanuu.
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C-1
A. Can he cook? A. laaw khua-kin daj boo?
B. No, because he doesn't know B. bdo daj, phd-waa laaw
to cook. khua-kin bdo pen.
C-2
A. What does he know how to do? A. laaw hét njap pen?
B. He knows how to build the B. 1laaw puk hyan pen.
house.
NOTES

1) phd-waa "because"is a sentence connective. The sentence that follows phd-waa
stands in causal relationship to the one that precedes it.

Sentence 1: laaw khua-kin bdo daj

Sentence 2: laaw khua-kin bdo pen

S1+S2: ladaw khia-kin bdo daj phd-waa [ladaw khuia-kin] bdo pen
"She can't cook because she doesn't know how (to cook)."

2) The difference in meaning between S + daj "to be in a position or situation to do
something” and S + pen "to know how to do something" may be illustrated in sentences
like this one:

(ldaw sak-huup] bdo daj phd-waa ldaw sak-huup bdo pen

"He is unable to (take a picture) because he doesn't know how to take a picture".

However, there are situations in which pen and daj may be interchanged, as follows:

caw waw phda-sda an-kit bdo pen / daj "You can't speak English."
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APPLICATION

1) Complete the following sentences:

(a) bdo daj, phd-waa laaw tat-phdm

(b) bdo , phd-waa laaw sak-huup bdo pen.

2. Fill in the blanks in the following sentences:

(@) khdj si paj nadm 1ot-thiip khdj bdo mii 10t
(b) khdj si njaan paj khdj khap-16t bdo pen
(¢) khdj si khii hya paj khdj njaan paj bdodaj

3.  Fillin the blanks with pen or daj as indicated. If either is possible, put in both.

(@) khdj paj nadm hya bdo

(b) ladaw njaan paj

(¢) laaw hét njap

(d) caw sak-huup b00?

(e) laaw tii-cak bdo

Answers: 1(a) bdo pen (b)daj 2a,bandc:phd-waa 3(a)daj (b)daj
(c)daj/pen (d)daj/pen (e)daj/pen
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M-1

Buy
See
Have
Sell
Get

Raise

Cycle 39

syy 5
hén (U
mii i
khaaj 29¢
daj 10
liap %ﬁg

How many horses did you buy?

How many horses did you see?

How many horses did you have?

How many horses did you raise?

syy maa cak too?
hén maa cak too?
mii maa cak too?

lian maa cédk too?

(9SLU9NL0?
(RUFRVLIFNLIO?
(0 UIFNTIO?

20 2o

(IR IUITNTO?
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M-2
Book pym Ju
Carpenter sdan-maj 2990
Dog maa NU
Orange maak-kiap mmnﬁJj
Fish paa Ja
Picture huup S
Money, kip nén, kiip (9, NV
| see two books. kh3j hén pym sdop hia. ésetﬁnfwasﬁa.
| see two carpenters.  khdj hén sdap-maj sdon khon. ésetﬁnéﬁj‘cﬁasgﬁu.
I see two dogs. kh3j hén mda sdoy too. souidiunuae99t0.
| see two oranges. khdj hén médak-kilan sdon nuaj. ésatﬁnmmnﬁ]ﬂasgmﬁos.
| see two fish. kh3j hén paa sdop too. éseﬁﬁndﬂaeﬁm.
| see two pictures. kh3j hén huup sdon phéen. §88Lﬁn§uasjncc5u.
| see two kips. kh3j hén pdn sdop kiip. gouiFiuEuasyfiv.
C-1
A. How many fish did you buy? A, caw syy paa cak too?
B. Three. B. sdam too.
C-2
A.  What do you see? A. caw hén njan-
B. |see some dogs. B. kh3j hén maa.
A. How many dogs do you see? A. caw hén mda cék too?
B. Four. B. sii too.
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1)

2)

3)

NOTES

When daj is the Main Verb in a Sentence and is followed by NP (object), it has the
meaning "to get, earn, procure”.

kh3j daj pym 2 hua "l procured 2 books."

lian means "to look after, raise". It may occur only with animate NP as objects.

lian luuk "to raise" or "to take care of children"

lian maa "to raise horses"
lian sat "to raise animals"

sdan means "artisan, skilled craftsman". maj means "wood". sdan maj is used to

refer to a "person who is skilled in working with wood", hence it includes carpenters,
cabinet makers, coffin makers, etc...

NO APPLICATION PHASE
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Cycle 40
M-1

Table to’ Toe

Animal sat 80

Book pym Ju

House h§an (Sou

Car 16t 0

Interpreter ndaj phéda-sdaa  UWWIK

Horse maa U9
This table. to’ ntaj nii. Toznvosl)
This animal. st too nii. Sotou.
This book. pym hia nii. JuZion
This house. hyan lap nii. [Sounigl
This car. 16t khan nii. Q08T
This interpreter. ndaj phda-sda phau nii. WLHLILELTA]
This horse. maa too nii. LT,
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M-2

This table té> ndaj nii Toznosl)

This camera kdon-thaaj-htuup ntaj nii ﬁejﬁw§umﬁaaﬁ

This flashlight ~ faj-sdaj an nii Yugaesub

This watch mboy ndaj nii Yugmuosh

This gun pyyn ka-bdok nii Tunzueni

This shirt sya phyyn nii (Sotul

This hat mak baj nii nuonUosh
This table costs t4 ndaj nii léa-khia hdoj Yozoosiaaaada
500,000 Kips. phén kiip. soeliufv.
This camera costs kdoy thdaj huup ndaj nii 593ﬁw§um1)98§
500,000 kips. l4da-khéa hia hdoj kiip. eatiassuiiuRy.
This flashlight costs f4j sdaj an nii laa-khéa Yugaesubanan
500,000 kips. hiaa hdoj kiip. Faseuiinfi.
This watch costs mboy ndaj nii laa-khaa Yugmuoubaen
500,000 Kips. haa hooj kiip. Faseuiiufiv.
This gun costs pyyn kad-bdok nii laa-khéaa Tunzueniae
500,000 Kips. haa hooj kiip. Faseuiiufiv.
This shirt costs sya phyyn nii laa-khéa héaa (Sodutaien
500,000 kips. hooj kiip. Faseuiinfi.
This hat costs miak baj nii laa-khéa héa nuUoNNLosRIe
500,000 kips. hdoj kiip. Faseuiinfv.

180




LAO BASIC COURSE

M-3

This pair of glasses wEen-taa khau nii Lcdwmgﬁ

This pair of socks thdp-thaw khiu nii ﬁjci‘r}y\ﬂgﬂ%

This pack of cigarettes jaa-stup sdon nii sh@uasg%

This box of matches kap-faj kép nii Fotwhod

This knife miit duap nii Sooogs

This briefcase kéd-paw ntaj nii nedamuosh

How much does this pair wgen-taa khtu nii l4a-khéa Lcdwmgﬁﬁmmc%?o?

of glasses cost?

How much does this
pair of socks cost?

How much does this pack

of cigarettes cost?

How much does this box

of matches cost?

How much does this knife
cost?

How much does this

briefcase cost?

thaw daj?

thop-thaw khau nii laa-khaa
thaw daj?

jaa-slup sdon nii laa-khaa
thaw daj?

kap faj-kap nii laa-khaa
thaw daj?

miit duap nii laa-khaa
haw daj?

ka-paw ntaj nii laa-khéaa

thaw daj?

f9cdinguaraaciialo?

gagugeianga

tnalo?

FutuRuianan

inal0?

I & P
UOOO'jiJEOﬂaﬂw]‘]GﬁO?

! I
NeJanUoul89

inalo?
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Book (classifier)
Meat, kilo
Crab (classifier)

Tomato (classifier)

Watch, clock (classifier)

pym, hua Ju, 310
siin, kii-1lbéo S, Nta
ka-puu, too nwg,im

maak-1én, nta]j

mbon, niaj T19, 11008

NUINCSV, N110e)

How many kips do these

books cost apiece?

How many kips does this

meat cost per kilo?

How many kips do these

crabs cost each?

How many kips do these

tomatoes cost apiece?

How many kips do these

watches cost apiece?

pym nii caw khaaj hua 13’
cadk kiip?

siin nii caw khdaj kii-16o
13> cak kiip?

ké-puu nii caw khdaj too
13’ cak kiip

mdak-1én nii caw khaaj
ntaj 13> cadk kiip?

moéon nii caw khdaj naaj

153’ cak kiip?

IneeInnu?

NUINRU IR

NUDLREINAU?

& X
TuglIgay

NUDLREINAU?
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M-5
Fifty thousand kips hda-sip phan kiip maSuiiuHu
320,000 kips sdam 150j sdaw phén kiip sausssiiufiu
Seventeen cents sip-cét sén SUROESV
Twenty-eight thousand kips séaaw-péet phan kiip 292 (JOduNY

Fifty thousand kips each.

320,000 kips per Kilo.

hiia 13> hda-sip phan kiip. dioazmagudiviv.

kii-1lb6o 13’ sdam 199j N AVEIIUSSUL9TUNY.

sdaw phan kiip.

Seventeen cents each.  too 13’ sip cét sén. T08UR0SY.
Twenty-eight thousand kips ntaj 13’ sdaw-péet phén NVOUREL12 ((UOTUNY.
a piece. kiip.
M-6
Take aw (99
Give aw haj 321
0.K., take it! oo, aw saal (9, t9989!
0.K., go ahead! oo, paj saal (S, Uzl
0.K., give it to him! oo, aw haj léaaw saal (3, (8o lmanoz!
O.K., eat t! oo, kin saal (8, Nuga!
C-1
A. How much is this gun? A. pyyn kad-bdok nii laa-khaa
thaw daj?
B. Twelve thousand kips. B. sip sdop phan kiip.
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C-2

C-3

w

What's this?
It's a knife.
How much is this knife?

Forty-five thousand Kips.

How much do these
chickens cost apiece?

They are 53,000 kips each.

How many kips does
this meat cost per kilo?

It's 28,000 kips per kilo.

Can you make it 27,000
Kips?

No, | can't. Take it for
275 kips.

Please give me two
kilos.

an nii m€en njan?

an nii m€en miit.

miit duap nii laa-khaa
thaw daj?

sii sip héa phan kiip.

kdaj nii laa-khaa too 13’
thaw daj?

too 13’ sdam sip héa phan
kiip.

siin nii caw khdaj kii-1ldéo 1&’
cak kiip?

kii-1b6o 13’ sdaw-pécet

phan kiip.

sdaw-cét phan kiip daj boo?
bdo, bdo daj. aw sdon sdaw-cét
phan hda hooj kiip saa.

oo, aw haj khdj sdon kii-1lbo
dee.
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NOTES
1) The following NP contains a CP (classifier phrase) ;
NP
/\
N CP
/\
Cl det
|
t6 niaj nii

The classifier phrase marks the count noun as definite singular:

t46’ ntaj nii "this table"
t4’ nii "these tables"

Some additional unit classifiers and their noun co-occurrents are given:

Unit Classifier Noun
too "body" sat
kaj
an "object" (It can be used faj-saaj
for most objects.)
baj "sheet like" miak
duan "something shiny" miit
ka-bdok "barrel" pyyn
khiu "objects in pairs" wEen-taa
thon-thaw
lap "back” hyan
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"animal"
"chicken"

"flashlight"

"hat"
"knife"

gun
"eye glasses"
"socks"

"house"
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With mass nouns (siin "meat", nam "water, etc.) metric rather than unit classifiers are

used:
Metric Classifier Noun
kii-16o  (either 1000 meters siin "meat"
or 1000 grams)
kap "small box" kap-faj "matches"
sdon "small package" jaa-stup “cigarettes"
kiip "kip (Laotian unit of currency)

2)  When asking or giving the price of something 1da-khaa is used in a verb less
sentence:

S
/\
NP NP
/\
N NP (quantity)
|
t6 nGaj nii laa-khaa hda-hooj kiip
(This table) (price) (500 kips)

"This table costs 500 kips."

In the question NP (quantity) is replaced by thaw-daj.

miit duan nii léa-khéda thaw-daj? "How much is this knife?"
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APPLICATION
1) Fillin the blanks using English as a guide:
(@) ka-puu
(b) siin
(c) wEen-taa
(d maa
(e) koop-thaaj-huup
() mbonp
(9) niaj nii
(h) maak-1én
() maak-1én
() kii-léo____ 320,000 kiip
(K) 14> 4,000,0000 kiip
() pym nii 15’ 15,000 kiip
(m) kaj nii__ cék kilip
(n) baj 1a’ 30,000
(0) miit duap nii
Answers:

"these crabs”

"this meat"

"this pair of glasses"

"this horse"

"this camera"

"these watches"

"this briefcase, bag"

"these tomatoes"

"this tomato"

"320,000 kips per kilo"
4,000,000 kips each (watches)"
"15,000 kips a piece (books)
"how much a piece?"
"30,000 kips apiece"

"What's the price of this knife?"

1 (@) nii (b)nii (c) khtu-nii (d) too nii (e)ntaj nii (f)nii (g)

ka-paw (h)nii ()nGaj nii (j) 1&’ (k) ndaj (I) hua
(m) too 13’ (n)kiip (o) lda-khada thaw-daj?
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Cycle 41
M-1

Buy anything? syy njayg boo? Snd90?

Go anywhere? paj saj boo? YUl00?

Going with anybody? paj nam phij boo? YD les?

To stay in any hotel? phak jGu héop-héem daj boo?  dingisgusulod?
Did he buy anything? laaw syy njan boo? a%o%m’égz‘)?
Did he go anywhere? ldaw paj saj boo? 21011007
Is he going with anybody? ldaw si paj ném phdj? 108t Tes?
Is he going to stay in ldaw si phak jau Q108ingTs9ccsud?
a hotel ? héon-héem daj boo?

M-2

Yes, he will buy one syy, laaw si syy kaj g mo%%ﬁﬁ?mﬁﬂ.
chicken. too nyn.
Yes, he is going to see paj, ladaw si paj hda mdo. U, 2908tunand.
the doctor.
Yes, he is going with his paj, ldaw si paj ném aaj Y, a908tUtaeae
older brother. laaw. Q99.
Yes, he will stay in a phak, l&aw si phak jiu N, 20‘192%%1%[?53
new hotel. héon-héem maj. cesulnd.
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M-3
Mango (classifier)

Banana (classifier)
Vegetable, bunch
Hot pepper, pack

Fish sauce, bottle

maak-miay [nfGaj]

midak-kuaj [ntaj]

phak, mat

maak-phét, hdo

nam

-paa, keew

NUINLDY (1008)
DUINNoY (Mow)
¢&n, Jo
muqnaﬁo,ﬁ

YY), (LN

Are you going to buy any

mangoes?

Are you going to buy any

bananas?

Are you going to buy any
bunches of vegetable?

Are you going to buy any

packages of hot pepper?

Are you going to buy any

fish sauce?

caw

si syy méak-mian

ntaj boo?

si syy maak-kuaj

ntaj boo?

si syy phak
mat bdo?

si syy méak-phét

hd3o boo?

si syy nam-paa c

keew boo?

(RIFSVUINVDIIN

NU2V?

(992NUINN0Y

SnnvosD?

(A9828n5ndod?

(92N LN IO

nny?

2€

ak (R982UHUIN

(ENOV?
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M-4

I'm not going to read any
books.

I'm not going to buy any
chickens.
I'm not going to buy any

bananas.

I'm not going to teach
anybody.

| didn't have any money

(Kips).
| do not know anybody.

khdj si bdo

khdj si bdo

khdj si bdo

cak ntaj.

khdj si bdo

dan pym cak hua.

syy kaj céak too.

syy maak-kuaj

sdon cadk khon.

kh3j bdo mii pdn cak kiip.

kh3j bdo huu-cadk cak khon.

298§USNUINNIY
Fnmuoe.

2

29¢8UIUINEL.

2
QO

2980 UINNY.

2

298USINTE.

eCR ¢
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M-5

Where saj 1=

Buy syy g

With nam 19

Have money mii pdn D

Know huu-cék %“'?v'n

To want to get jaak daj ganto

To stay phak &N

To ask (question) thaam 19U
| didn't go anywhere. khdj bdo paj sdj. ooutuls.
| didn't buy anything. kh3j bdo syy njap. éseﬁgmﬁﬂ.
| didn't go with anybody. kh3j bdo paj nam phdj. 2ou U le.
| don't know anybody. khdj bdo hiu-cék phiu daj. eeudginglo.
| don't know what day. khdj bdo hiuu waa myy daj. éseﬁ%dﬂﬁ‘fo.
| don't know what he wants. khdj bdo huu waa laaw éeezﬂ%dﬂma

jdak daj njap. SJﬂJ’l\E(;U]qEJJj.
| don't know where he's khdj bdo hiu waa laaw ésaé%dﬂmo
staying. phak jau saj. zﬁng}"la.
| didn’t ask anybody at all. kh3j bdo dij thiam phiu oot tonuglo.
daj.
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C-1

C-2

C-3

1

2)

3)

4)

5)

A.  Will you buy anything? A. caw si syy njan boo?
B. Yes, | will buy two books. B. syy, khdj si syy pym sdon hua.

A.  Are you going to buy any fish? A. caw si syy paa cadk too boo?

B. No, I'm not going to buy any B. bdo, khdj si bdo syy paa
fish. cak too.
A.  Are you going with anybody? A. caw si paj nam phdj boo?
B. No, I'm not going with B. bdo, khdj si bdo paj nam phdj?
anybody.
NOTES

maak means "fruit of a tree or plant”, and is the first element in many Noun Compounds
referring to fruits and vegetables, mdak-mian "mango”, mdak-kuaj "banana",

maak-kian "orange", maak-phét "hot peppers". The general word for fruit is

maak-maj however, mdak does occur with this meaning in

ton-maj nii bdo pen maak "This tree has no fruit on it".

mat means literally "to tie up"”. It is used to mean "bunch, or bundle" of vegetables,

h3o "to wrap up" is used to refer to "packages, packets, etc" or things that are

wrapped in paper. It does not refer to boxes.

keew means "glass as a material". It is also used to refer to "glass bottles". The word

for a "glass to drink out of" is c5ok. cdok keew is a "glass drinking glass".

njan, saj, andphaj usually function as question words in sentences:

caw si paj saj? "Where are you going?"
ldaw si khaaj njap? "What is he going to sell?"
caw si deen-thdan nam phaj?  "Who are you going to travel with?"
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But in negative sentence or in question with boo, they function as indefinite nouns:

laaw syy njan boo? "Did he buy anything?"
laaw paj saj boo? "Did he go anywhere?"
caw bdo paj nadm phaj boo? "You didn't go with anybody"

cak "How many?" functions as a question word in

caw mii pym céak hua? "How many books do you have?

but in the negative sentence kh5j bdo mii cak hua "l don't have a single one
(book)", cak means "any" or "a single one". daj "any" has a similar meaning in the
affirmative question.

ladaw si phak jau hbéon-héem daj boo? "Is he going to stay in any

hotel at all?"
bdo, lédaw si bdo phak jidu "No, the isn't going to stay in
hbéon-héem daj any hotel."

cadk and daj are both used in the negative for emphasis. In cases where either
cak and/ordaj canbe used daj is usually more general in meaning. Compare:

kh35j bdo huu-cidk cak khoén "I don't know anybody (in this group).”

kh3j bdo huu-cik phtu daj "I don't know anybody (in this town.)"
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APPLICATION
1) Translate the following sentences into Lao: (Write the answers on a separate piece of

paper or say them aloud and check your answers).
(&) What do you see? | don't see anything.
(b)  Where did your friend go? He didn't go anywhere.
(c) Do you have any money? No, | don't have a single kip.
(d) Do you know anybody in Vientiane? No, | don't know a soul there.

Answers: 1 (@) caw hén njan? khdj bdo hén njap

(b) phjan caw paj saj? laaw bdo paj saj

(c) caw mii pén boo? bdo, khdj bdo mii pén cak kiip
(d) caw huu-cak phtu daj jau wiap-can boo?

bdo, khdj bdo huu-cadk phiu daj juu hdn cak khon.
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Cycle 42
M-1
To know her hiu-cdk kap liaaw $9nfiuano
To go see paj bap YUy
To taste siim S
To buy Syy %
To ride khii g
To read dan 29U
Everybody wants to know  phaj phdj koo jaak ngﬁelm%%nﬁuma.

her.

Everybody wants to go see.

Everybody wants to taste.
Everybody wants to buy.
Everybody wants to ride.

Everybody wants to read.

huu-cak kap laaw.

phaj
pha ]
pha ]
phaj

phaj

phaj
pha ]
pha ]
phaj

phaj

koo jaak paj ban.

koo jaak siim.
koo jaak syy.
koo jaak khii.

koo jaak aan

TgReanteds.
Qs neanSu.
trPesans.
Tgheans.

Lesneangan.
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M-2
She, pretty
The film, good
The food, delicious
Thing, cheap
The car, new

This book, interesting

laaw, paam
nan, mdan
aa-hdaan, scgep
khdon, thyyk
16t, maj

pym nii, néda-son-caj

299, 994
09, vou
299U, ((2U
299, N

20, low

Jui), auagula

She is very pretty. laaw paam ldaj. Q129U
The film is very good. nan mian ldaj. niigUoumang.
The food is very delicious. aa-hdan sgep laaj. 29U EQUNNNL.
Thing are very cheap. khdon thyyk ldaj. 299TNNAY.
The car is very new. 16t maj ldaj. 0lnvnane.
This book is very pym nii nda-sdn-caj Julmuasulamane.
interesting. laaj.
C-1
A. s she pretty? A. laaw paam boo?
B. Ohyes, she is very pretty. B. oo, laaw naam ldaj, phdj phdj

C-2

Everybody wants to know her.

Why does everybody want to
know her?

Everybody wants to know her
because she is very pretty.

A.

B.
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koo jdak huu-cak kap laaw.

pen njan phaj phaj koo cyp jaak
huu-cak kap laaw.

phdj phdj koo jaak huu-cak kap
laaw phd|-waa laaw paam ldaj.
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

NOTES

Doubling of phaj "who, anyone" gives it the general and all-inclusive meaning
"everybody". It is normally followed by koo, which in this case cannot be translated.

jdak "want, would like" is normally followed by VP: 1daw jdak paj bdn nanp
"He wants to go to a movie." jdak should not be confused with mak "like to":

laaw mak paj bdn nap "He likes to go to movies."
laaj "very"is an intensifier when it occurs after stative verbs like pnaam "pretty", etc.
mian "to be enjoyable, to be fun" may have inanimate NP or VP as Subject:

pen tha-hdan mian boo? "Is it fun being a soldier?"

sii-née mian boo? "Did you enjoy the movie?"

The construction pen-njan (NP) cyn VP "Why...(how is it that....)"

pen-njan laaw cyn jéak paj "Why (how is it that...) does he

pd-cam jiu pa-theet laaw> want to be stationed in Laos?"

nda-son-caj “interesting" functions like a stative verb, but it is a compound made up

of nda + VP "to be able" or "ing" + son-caj "to be interested in". nda may occur
before other verbs with a similar function: nda-kin "looks good to eat".

néda-juu "looks nice to live in", etc.
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APPLICATION

Complete the following sentences using the English as a guide:

(a) koo huu lsgew
(Everybody already knows that.)

(b) hian phéa-sda b00?
(Is studying a language fun?)

() 1ot caw b00?
(Is you car new?)

(d aa-haan laaw boo?
(Is Lao food delicious?)

(e) léaaw ldaj boo?
(Is she very short in height?)

(H khdj bdo jaak
(I don't want to be sick.)

(9) khdj bdo maa c39]
(I don't like skinny horses.)

(n) khén naj myan mak baan-ndok
(City folks like to make pleasure trips to the countryside.)

(i) caw hian phéa-saa laaw?
(How do you happen to be studying Lao?)

) mian laaj
(Flying (going by plane) is a lot of fun.)

(k) bdo mak khap-16t
(Nobody likes to drive a car.)

() pym hia nan bdo nia paan-daj.
(That book isn't very interesting.)

Answers: 1 (a) phdaj phaj (b)mian (c)maj (d)scep (e) tam
(f) bdo séa-baaj (g)mak (h)paj thiaw () pen njan / cyn
() paj nadm hya-bin (k)mii phaj (l) sdn-caj
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