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Occupations Arabic SOLT 1
Objectives Module 2 Lesson 4

At the end of the lesson, you will be able to inquire about military and civilian occupations.
Under these Terminal Learning Objectives, you will learn the following two tasks. At the
end of this lesson, you will be able to:

Discuss Different Occupations

Name different military and civilian occupations
Provide occupations of your family members
Request information about their occupation
Describe different occupations

Exchange information about salary

Describe job skill characteristics

Talk about civilian occupations

e Compare military and civilian occupations

Provide Information about a Person’s Salary and Livelihood

e Discuss the cost of living
e (Compare military and civilian pay

Tip of the Day

Although the general population in many Arab
countries is illiterate, educated individuals with degrees
are highly respected. Most of the technical institutions
only offer two-year degrees, and a woman with a
bachelor’s degree might refuse a proposal of marriage
if the man only has a degree from a technical school.
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Introduction

Module 2 Lesson 4

Scenario: Family members’ occupations

Working in pairs, read the following scenario and identify new vocabulary words you just
learned. After that, your instructor will ask questions about the scenario and will conduct a
brief drill about it using the new words.
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Major Mohammed:

Sergeant Stevens:

Major Mohammed:

Sergeant Stevens:

Major Mohammed:

Sergeant Stevens:

Major Mohammed:

Sergeant Stevens:

Major Mohammed:

Sergeant Stevens:

Major Mohammed:

Sergeant Stevens:

Major Mohammed:

Sergeant Stevens:

Major Mohammed:

Sergeant Stevens, is your father retired?

No Sir, he still works.

What does he do for a living?

He is a government official.

Does your mother work too?
Yes Sir, she does.

What is her occupation?

She is a high school teacher.

Where does she work?

She works at Shubra High School for Girls.

When are your parents retiring?

My father is retiring in two years, but my mother can work until
she is 65years old.

The age of retirement here is 60 and in the army it starts at 40.
That is too early.

I agree with you.
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Scenario (Continued)
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Major Mohammed: Does your wife work, Sergeant Stevens?

Sergeant Stevens: Yes, she works as an engineer at Motorola.

Major Mohammed: Great! Is her income sufficient?

Sergeant Stevens:  Yes, her yearly income is higher than mine by about $15,000.

Major Mohammed: Does this bother you?

Sergeant Stevens:  No, we help each other. I am happy and proud of her.

Major Mohammed: My wife works too. She is a doctor, but if her income were higher
than mine, that would have bothered me.
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Introduction Module 2 Lesson 4

Exercise 1 (Group Work)

Look at the following pictures and read the name of the profession next to each picture.
Your instructor will then introduce you to some family occupations:

4.:..'4).4.0

&l e

Hdiga

YOR\EN
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Exercise 2 (Group Work)

Connect each sentence with its appropriate picture:

2\.»:)&0 3‘)45\ Y

M\J 3‘)45\ Y

Lol Ja )l 13

Z\A.AJAA'&T)AS\D&

ke Ja 138
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Exercise 2 (Continued)

Notes:
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Exercise 3

Study the pictures and find the word in the jumble box below that best defines each:

&‘)“}A () saa ¢ lad cu\_\.uiu_p..da ‘LS,)S-‘-“‘ c:\.L:JJ.L:JLA
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Exercise 4 (Group Work)

Work in groups. Discuss in class how much your father or mother earns in a year, a month,
or a week. Don’t feel obligated to tell the truth since this is private information.

Exercise 5 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. You have a new member on your team. You’ve met
before briefly, but you really don’t know much about him. You want him to feel like he’s
part of the group so you ask him if he wants to go out a get a bite to eat. During lunch,
take turns talking about your families. Exchange information with him about members of
your family and what they do for a living.

?&ijc%gﬂ\j
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A de (S g ) el
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Exercise 5 (Group Work)
Read the following text and guess what type of job the person has:
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Write your answer here.
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Exercise 6 (Group Work)

The class will work together as a group. The class leader is interviewing prospective team
members for an opening on his team. He will act as an interviewer and the other students
will become the interviewees. The interviewer asks questions to each student about where
he or she works, what kind of job he/she does, how long he/she has worked, and his or her
rank. Change roles so that different students can become the leader. Students can provide
their own information or create an assumed identity.

Exercise 7 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs of students. You are meeting your friend’s brother for
the first time. He is a civilian that works as a businessman. You are interested in what
types of civilian jobs there are, and what you might earn in each job. Ask your partner
about what he does and whether he makes a decent living. Reverse roles so both students
can ask and respond to questions.

Exercise 8 (Pair Work)

SFC Smith and SSG Jones run into each other at the commissary. SSG Jones mentions
that it seems like the prices of everything have gone up and SFC Smith agrees. They
exchange and compare information on the prices of items in the store and how much of
their salary they have to devote to take care of their families. Read the following script and
discuss with your partner the increased prices of merchandise you two face nowadays.
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Exercise 9 (Group Work)

Read the following text and answer the questions below:
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Answer the following questions in Arabic:

What is Ahmed’s job?

What does Ismail do?

How long has Ismail had his job?

How does Ahmed feel about his job?
Why was Ahmed’s previous job difficult?
Does Ismail like his job?

What does Samir say about his salary?

Nk W=
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Exercise 9 (Continued)

Write your answers here:

Exercise 10 (Pair Work)

The class will be divided into pairs. Fill out the following scholarship application. In this
application, you are asked to give your profession, as well as those of your family
members. Exchange applications with a partner and conduct a brief interview of each
other as you review the information in the application:
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Exercise 11 (Group Work)

Listen to the following dialogue and answer the questions below:
M\ ga.\.:
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Answer the following questions:

Where does the father work?

What is his occupation?

How long has he had that job?

How much does he earn?

Does the son think that it is good pay?
How does the father like working there?

AU e

Write your answers here:

S




Occupations Arabic SOLT 1
Introduction Module 2 Lesson 4

Exercise 12 (Group Work)

The class will work together as a group. The team has just returned from a deployment.
When they arrive back in garrison, they find that they have two new team members. The
team is happy because they have been short-handed but they would like to know more
about these new two new team members. The instructor will select two students to be the
new team members and the remainder of the class will play the returning team. The “old
team leader” will interview the new team members about their military careers.

Example:
Caigl Suma gl (o JSwsndll 82T e
(lSS (ge 2 5a S (e Ui (S City g2l
S8 (e dantiall ALY Sl 2 A Sa) oS B o el
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Exercise 13 (Pair Work)

King Farouk High School Byl clldl) ‘L-UM is having a festival celebrating the 100th
Anniversary of the Foundation. The following list is of alumni who have applied for
volunteer jobs at the festival. You and your partner are on the organization’s committee

for the festival and are making a record of the volunteers. Using the following information,
ask and answer questions about each alumnus’ occupation and his/her workplace:

Example:
fa, bl gl slue Baal V1T sene 10an
OF) (Tl gS Gudiga Ul L dasha (0 ) 21e &)l L) (3lidia Ul 22 gane
TV ot AT Jarg 1le ¢ Syl (el 00 Ul oo
Name Occupation Workplace
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Tip of the Day

In most Arab countries, government jobs are low-paying — with the
exception of military duty. Some Arab countries have instituted
privatization and sold off state-owned companies to the private sector
in hopes of improving salaries and eliminating expenses. Throughout
the 1970s and 1980s, Arabs from outside the Gulf region strived to
obtain jobs within the Gulf oil-producing nations because of the high
salaries available. The Gulf war, however, disrupted many of the
work opportunities.

143



Occupations Arabic SOLT 1
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Exercise 14

The following list is of job descriptions in English. List the appropriate profession for
each job in Arabic. Then write a complete sentence in Arabic using each of the
professions:

Building a house
Building a school
Repairing a bathroom
Treating a sick person
Sewing

Delivering letters
Selling merchandise
Repairing a car
Fishing

Cutting hair
Translating from one language to another
Cooking

Write your answers here:

Building a house

Building a school

Repairing a bathroom

Treating a sick person

Sewing

Delivering letters

Selling merchandise

Repairing a car

Fishing

Cutting hair

Translating from one language to another

Cooking
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Exercise 15

In the following text, a father queries his children about their future occupations. Read the
text and then answer the questions below:
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Answer the following questions:

What does Tarek want to be? Why?
What does his dad think?

What does Mahmood want to be? Why?
What does his dad think?

What does Samira want to be? Why?
What does Sahar want to be? Why?

SNk W=
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Exercise 15 (Continued)

Write your answers here :
1.

SRRl

Exercise 16 (Group Work)

Read the following Arabic text. Look at the following statements in English and determine
which one is true and which one is false.

; ?e}g\ﬂba_ﬁ:ﬁc‘)}mcw QERTIV!
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Determine whether the following statements are True or False:

Even though the salary is good, Furat complains because his job is hard work.
Naseeb says that his salary is insufficient.

Furat and Naseeb agree that everyone in the company has from a low salary.
The administrative director has a higher salary than the other employees.
Furat hopes that they get a raise.

Nk W=

Write your answers here:

Nk W=
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The Verb t0 be in the Arabic Language
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The verb to be in Arabic is used differently than in English grammar. It is used only in
noun sentences and results in changes to the last vowel the adjective in the sentence. The
verb to be follows the grammar rules applied on other verbs in the same category, i.c.

three-lettered roots, the middle letter is an | , with one exception only:

The verb to be is rarely used in the present tense

Example:

In English you say...

I am a student

In Arabic we say...

s

Like any other verb, to understand the rules of the verb to be, we need to know its “verb

root”.

The root for the verb to be is E)\S

When the verb to be is used in the past and the future tenses, it is conjugated according to
the noun (gender and/or count) used with it.

The following table illustrates the verb to be used with different pronouns:

Future ter]se Past tense Present tense Pronoun
OsSl s JERTS X Ll
OSS g us X Ol
GOS8 g S X el
O oS ga LTS X Gy
LSS 8 g [ORES X (m, f) Ll
O SS agus LS X Al
(OSS Ch g GRS X Gl
BESEE PN o\ X 9
O5S Cagu uils X o
QUsSy g uls X (m) L
QLSS (A g LS X () Laa
OFS B ) $ils X o
OS Cga oS X oA
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Arabic SOLT 1

Grammar Notes

Verb to be in the past tense:

Module 2 Lesson 4

Since the root OIS consists of three letters the middle of which is ), the ! disappears
when the verb is conjugated into first and second person pronouns, but stays for the
third person pronoun. The conjugation of the root follows the same rules for all other

past tense verbs.

Examples In English you say... In Arabic we say...
Example 1 I was happy. e S
Example 2 The man was angry. Lale 'da )l o8
Example 3 The sky was clear. “Aila e laud) cuils
Example 4 You were there. (masculine plural, 3 or more) Sllia 23S
Example 5 They were absent. (feminine pair) Ol LS

Verb to be in the future tense:

Using verb to be in the future tense follows exactly the same rules you learned before

about the future tense verbs, which are:

1) Add the word <.~ or the letter U= before the verb root

2) Change the root to the present tense, keeping in mind that for such type of verb,
(three letters the middle of which is ), the | changes to s in the present tense

(except for the third person plural feminine pronoun (®).

Examples In English you say...

In Arabic we say...

Example 1 I will be rich.

Lie o sST g

Example 2 | The man will be angry.

Laale a8 Cagm

Example 3 | The sky will be clear.

;2_151..\4 )gw\ O 95.\.»:“

Example 4 | You will be there. (masculine plural, 3 or more)

cllia () 53 4S5 b gus

Example 5 | They will be absent. (feminine pair)

.ww.sLé OU Su
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Note:

As stated before, the verb to be is used only with noun sentences having a noun followed
by an adjective.

In English you say... In Arabic we say...
Example 1: The boy is happy " Tl )

The Arabic sentence above = "3 ) starts with the noun 2! sY) and is followed by the

adjective 2w . Notice that both the noun and the adjective carry “dammah”.

Now, when verb to be is used for the same sentence, in the past or the future tense, the
noun will keep its “dammah”, but the adjective will carry a “fatha”. This is explained in the
following examples.

In English you say... In Arabic we say...
Example 2:  The boy was happy Nam Al gl S
Example 3:  The boy will be happy s Al 5Sn

Exercise 1

Read the following sentences and write down the tenses in which the verb to be is used.

A e ¥ il [kl ) Saw -

Ad s sladl) cuols 1Y

(o 7oA Leaie Juall iy a8 7cas Y
bl d Al cland) & oS5 g -
Jeadll b paaing | 1S QM) _o

Write your answers here:
=)

-Y

-¢
o
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Exercise 2

Add the verb to be to the following sentences and make the necessary changes:

_,RBJ:\M Al -
el Y
Asdsallal) Ly

J st Taplall ¢

SR ol o

Write your answers here:

=)
=Y
-Y
-¢
_o
Exercise 3
Remove the Arabic word for verb to be from the following sentences and rewrite them
making the necessary changes:
T b Uikl ) oS )

A s sl culs Y
TS QK gy
JAaai B ) (S -
el g J ) S o

Write your answers here:
=)

-Y

-¢
)
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Grammar Notes

The Verb Still in the Arabic Language

Module 2 Lesson 4

In Arabic, the English word still J') W is considered a mirror image of the verb to be and

it follows all the grammar rules applied to it.

The following table illustrates the word still as used with different pronouns:

Conjugations of “still” Pronoun
@l b ul
WHl ol
eyl el
alyl el
Ly L | (m, ) Lanil
el L =
G e Gl
ok B
il y L =
Yik|(m) Laa
WHk| () Lad
1ol ) e ad
Wl oA

151



Occupations Arabic SOLT 1

Grammar Notes Module 2 Lesson 4

Exercise 4

Read the following sentences. Replace the verb to be in each sentence with the appropriate
Arabic verb for the word “still” and make the necessary changes:

Jlmpe 2 OS -)

el sy (ol 8 )3 oS Saadl) Y
EVNPE NP ICN [,

s da oS -

JAadai 3wl (St -0

Write your answers here:
=)

-Y

-¢
)
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Nouns

accountant “.—‘:“\A:“
actor dixﬁ
artist Bt
auto mechanic é—‘-‘ls-‘-“
banker o paa e
barber é)\;
businessman dl-“‘;\ dﬁ)
butcher )\i}/.é
carpenter Jlé:’
construction worker ey dale
cook G&»Ua/ CUL
counselor Jum
dancer o=3) )
dentist LJL‘-“j Gl
doctor il
electrician g,—'l-’})é
engineer u*’i‘@-i‘
farmer &JU:“
fisherman Aa
interpreter e?,):‘;
journalist i

lawyer ‘;Aléi‘
manager )332
merchant ol
minister ):’J)
musician @:‘M}“
nurse U‘J‘“;
painter B
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pharmacist 4_4%’*“
pilot 5_illa il
plumber Lﬁjﬁl“
policeman GL')-:“
postman 2 ) el
programmer C““J—‘-“
psychiatrist u—‘L"‘“z" Cnda
realtor Dbssdans
salesman Glayie Qg
scientist alle
secretary R B a5 i Ko
singer u,j’d“
surgeon @b
teacher (JM/ O e
trainer @
waiter Jdals
writer s

Verbs

to avoid N
to drive a8
to earn X
to pay &
to sale &L‘

] e
to save DA/ B8
to serve g
to spend b pa
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Nouns
broker Dlbcans
chairperson U-“:‘-U
chemist u—‘\%‘-‘s
clinic salie
composer LP&
dishwasher UJ;)‘:‘ Jule
driver s
farm ‘1‘:))‘“
governor eﬁé
lab technician Jaza ):‘-‘;
model 91—’)‘ oale
neurologist ‘—’\—‘4“—‘ il
ophthalmologist L)}:‘ﬂc S
physicist @LJJ:‘B
politician 45"“1-‘“
poverty )sé
president o)
researcher Galy
salary il
sales associate @L’
security guard u~°‘ JAJ
servant e RIEN
speed :‘-‘:Ji“
steward u&*"j“
urologist Al Ml b
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Adjectives
cheap UA:‘=J
expensive S
fast & )-w
high class \:‘ﬁd\ da.al)
low class 1:‘335\ dalall
middle class Z\_}:L,)jfd\ dalall
poor a8
rich (=
skilled »l
slow ‘»"g)"-‘
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Women are not prohibited from working in most Arab countries and can be found
employed in many fields. In fact, women have served as important political ministers in
several Arab countries. There are certain types of jobs — such as law enforcement — that
are only for men. Although women practice law, they are not allowed to become judges.
In Saudi Arabia, however, women are not permitted to work in most jobs. They are
permitted to work as teachers, doctors and nurses for female patients only. Since the man
is supposed to be the sole provider, a woman’s salary is not normally used for household
expenses unless she volunteers to pitch in.
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Activity 1 (Pair Work)

Imagine that you handle the payroll at your workplace. Your boss wants you to write a
report listing the salaries of ten different people, each of whom does a different job at the
company. Working with a partner, write down the salaries and types of jobs using full
sentences.

Write your report below.
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Activity 2 (Pair Work)

Working in pairs, pretend that you and your partner are managers of a new hospital and

that you need a number of employees of varying skills ranging from doctors to janitors.

Write hiring announcements for the various occupations specifying the skills needed for
each position. Write at least ten hiring announcements for ten different positions.

Write your announcements here.

Activity 3 (Pair Work)

Work in pairs. Imagine that one of you is a landlord and the other a renter. The apartment
in question needs many repairs so the renter needs to ask the landlord for a carpenter,
plumber, painter, etc...in order to get the apartment into shape. The landlord should
suggest the names and phone numbers of people who can do the repairs and maintenance
and what they charge.

Activity 4 (Pair Work)

Work in pairs. One person can pretend to be a career counselor and the other a university
student. The student is seeking advice on possible careers. Discuss various degrees and
careers. What kind of training does each job require? How well does it pay? What are the
important aspects to consider before entering each field?
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Activity S (Group Work)

Work in groups. Each student should give a personal history describing where he or she
formerly worked and lived. Give details of former jobs, apartments and homes, schools,
the cost of living, etc. Which place was the cheapest and which was the most expensive to
live?

Activity 6
Match the following incomes with the Arabic numbers:

34,000 Riyal/yr. o o dnudl/Ju,Yee .
250,000 Riyal/month e

g

.ITL)«-&JD&)YO""

72,000 Riyal/month e o Liyd /dl_u\/y N
26,000 Riyal/yr. o o 4 /d\ﬁ)\' Teoes
38,000 Riyal/month . o Lyl /dlr.’,) FAe oo
72,500 Riyal/yr. 3 o dul/Ju,VYYous
230,000 Riyal/yr. . o Al /Ly YYeann
80,000 Riyal/month . o Lyl /dl-‘..J Aevvana
52,400 Riyal/yr. o e 4 /d‘-,t) oY ¢ v
53,000 Riyal/month e o Lyl /d\_u oY v
Activity 7 (Group Work)

The class will work together as a group. Each student will be given five minutes to
prepare an introduction of him or herself to the class. Each student will give a short
autobiography to the class describing their education, occupations, and family background.
Class members will take turns requesting additional information. Students may use their
own information or create a new identity.
Anladll G yn Cadta Ul
Jlae Y1503 s ya | 5l Ll

Activity 8 (Group Work)

The class will be divided into three groups of students. Each student within the group will
assume an identity, including a career and an income. Ask your group mates about his/her
occupation, monthly income and annual income.
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Activity 9 (Group Work)

While still in the same groups as above, students will take turns describing their identities,
occupations, and incomes to the rest of the class. Members of the other groups must try to
determine the occupation from the cues provided. Alternate turns so that everyone in the
group gets a chance.
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Activity 1 (Group Work)

Work in groups. Compare civilian and the military jobs, to include salaries. Which jobs
are similar and which are different? Which ones pay the best? Which ones pay the worst?

Activity 2 (Group Work)

Students will take turns giving an oral report about their families and the types of jobs that
they have or have had in the past. After each report, the other class members can ask
questions about where, for whom, and other questions that they may have. One student
goes to the blackboard and records the information that has been provided. Include
information about each student’s father, mother, spouse, brother and sister (Fabricate
information when necessary to complete the chart). Which occupation is most common
among the class’ families? Which is most unique?

Example:
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Activity 3 (Group Work)

Assume that you are interested in one job but you need more information to make up your
mind about that job. Write a letter to a company or to an institution and ask them about the
skills, requirements, benefits, and salary of the job. Inquire about the cost of living in the
area.

Write your letter below.
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Activity 4 (Group Work)

Imagine that you want to buy a car or other expensive item but you’re not certain if you
can afford it. Write down all of your living expenses and your income. Calculate your
available funds. Be sure to write full sentences:

For example:

e IS i) i Y 52 Al o

Write your summary here:

Activity 5 (Group Work)

The class will work in a group setting, whereas the instructor will act as the facilitator and
assign roles from the occupations listed. You have been invited to a social function where
you are expected to become acquainted with others. It is a diverse group of people, some
of whom you may never see again but you must still be social. Mingle at the party talking
with the various guests. Make sure that you meet everyone and try to obtain as much
information from each guest as you can. You cannot tell whether or not you may need
someone with the skills that they have. Be subtle in your approach so that you don’t
inadvertently offend someone. You can expect to meet some people who have the
occupations listed on the following page.
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Activity 6 (Group Work)
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Students maintain the same roles as in the previous exercise. The party is a big success. It
is 10:00 p.m. and you are still at the party. You have met almost everyone and you have a
good feel about this eclectic group of people. Since your ride is not due until 10:30 p.m.,
you still have 30 minutes left to socialize. Go back to the people you’ve already met and
try to obtain more specific employment information. Rumor has it that some of the most
important corporations in Saudi Arabia are represented at this function. Try to determine
who works for which firm. Look at the company logos below, as they will provide leads

on the companies:

allall (52l el

wilpliugalibyball
Iragi ainuays

4381yl 4 sall Ja gladl)

RNl il el 26,20

ASL) 1o plall Aalal) 38, a0
ASLLO

&

gossalile syl &2lia] sz 82 4a

assial¥) 5 paall delival jae AS

£

e Y1 delial 43 sal) Uale 48 45

il | 3l il JlgaaY) A8yl

166




Arabic SOLT 1
Module 2 Lesson 4

Occupations
Skill Enhancement

Exercise 7 (Pair Work)

Sergeant Crane and Mr. Fuller are talking to each other about their incomes and monthly
living expenses. Sergeant Crane has table A and Mr. Fuller has table B. Students will
assume a role and debrief their partner to compare the information on the tables.
Determine who has the healthier budget and discuss suggestions for better cash flow.
Write out new budgets and present your improvements to the class:

Example:
Qtﬂjﬂ.\“).\.deusz caS lg8 Ay
Sl iy sl g paal Y U o S s )
|G RO AT IR PR EAR
il ) IS s 5 4 il LSl o S )l
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Table A
Annual income Housing Transportation Family
% Utilities Car payments Education
% Phone Insurance Clothing
% Food Fuel Entertainment
Table B
Annual income Housing Transportation Family
% Utilities Car payments Education
% Phone Insurance Clothing
% food fuel entertainment
New Budget
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Tip of the Day

Many Arabs look down on workers who have menial jobs such as street
sweeping or garbage collection. These jobs are honest but obviously do not
require much education. Family names such as “carpenter” usually reflect an
ancestral occupation. These cultural traits are also common in Western

countries.
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Listen to the following professions on your Homework CD, Track 16, and then rearrange
the letters to form the correct name.

Q‘u.ncd‘ic\

Write your answer below.

c._uoc‘ﬂ

G‘J‘\‘C
G‘J‘C)‘\
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Homework 2

Match the following job descriptions with the name of the appropriate profession by

drawing lines from the right column to the left one

oY) i g
FoN wany (§ S
) mlay 2
Cuiall Jany 5 bl s
L) ey s
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Homework 2 (Continued)

Notes:

Homework 3

Pretend that you are a pilot and your brother is an engineer. Your friend’s two sons want
to become pilots or engineers. Write a letter to your friend explaining the requirements,
responsibilities, and skills of these two professions.

Write your letter here:

Homework 4

Pretend that you are a manager of a new hospital and you need a number of employees
with varying skills — ranging from doctors to janitors. Write hiring announcements for the
various occupations specifying the skills needed for each position. Write at least ten hiring
announcements for ten different positions.
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