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Lesson 2

Lesson Ne2
GEOGRAPHY
YPOK Ne 2

reorradua

HoOpo nmozxkanoBars B PoccHio! Wel-
come to Russia!

Poccus Russia covers more than 6.5 million square miles or, roughly speaking,
an area more than TWICE the size of the United States. The Ural Mountains
divide the country into a European (western) half and an Asian (eastern) half.

To the west, Russia shares borders with Belarus, Ukraine, Latvia and Esto-
nia. Southern Russia extends to the Caucasus Mountains, which form the fron-
tier with Georgia and Azerbaijan. In the east, that portion of Russia known as
Cuodups Siberia stretches from the Arctic Ocean in the north to Kazakhstan,
Mongolia and China in the south.

The southern portion of Russia is composed primarily of flat, treeless plains
known as crens steppe. Siberia itself is comprised of a northern belt of perma-
nently frozen, treeless plains Tyuapa and, more southerly, vast evergreen forests
Taurad. The tundra region has one of the harshest climates known to mankind,
with extremely long, cold winters and brief, often sweltering summers.

Casukr IIeTtepOypr St. Petersburg , founded by IIéTp Benukui Peter the Great
on the Gulf of Finland as a "window to the West", has been nicknamed the "brain"
of Russia. This is mostly due to its "European" look, thanks to a regular, grid-like
pattern of city planning. MockBa Moscow, on the other hand, is often referred
to as the "soul", thanks to its more chaotic growth over the years and a more
"Russian" look.

The climate of Moscow is more continental than that of St. Petersburg, with sum-
mer temperatures averaging in the high 70s. Summers in both cities can be hu-
mid (though the level of humidity there can hardly compare with that of a typical
DC summer!), with frequent thunderstorms that seem to come up without much
warning. Winter can begin as early as October, with the first significant snow-
falls in early November. Winter temperatures in Moscow, as in St. Petersburg,
average in the mid-teens. Thanks to the effects of the Neva River and the Gulf of
Finland, winters in St. Petersburg tend to feel more damp than those in Moscow.
In general, the weather in these cities is similar to that in the northeastern U.S.

PoccHsI 1 KapTa MHpa.

Yuopaxuéaue Nel.

Russia shares common borders with 14 different countries. They are listed here
for you to read in Russian. After reading this list, see if you can find them on a
map. Which of these are former republics of the Soviet Union?
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Hopeérus ITémbIia KazaxcTdu
OUHTSTHOUS Bemopyccus Kurai

ACTOHUSA VkparHa MoHronus
JlaTBus I'py3us Cépepuas Kopés
JIutBa AzepbanimxaH

Russia also borders on several large bodies of water. They are listed below:

BanTiiickoe Mmope

CéBepHLIii JIeMOBUTEHINM OKEaH

QOUHCKUH 3aJIUB

Tuxu okeau

Yépuoe MOpe

AnodHCcKoe MOpe

A36BCcKOE MOpe

OxdTckoe MOpe

Kacmiiickoe Mope

Bépunroro mdépe
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YaopaxHéuue No2.

Using the compass points below, tell your instructor where the 14 nations and
the bodies of water are located:

in the north Ha cémepe
in the south Ha 1ore

in the west Ha 3damage
in the east Ha BOCTOKe

K

Russia is divided into a number of distinct areas, based on the geographic fea-
tures of each region. Some of the most common of these are:

LTeHTPANTbHBIA PalioH Central (region) Russia
Vpan Ural Mountains
[ToBOIXKbLE Volga River Valley
Cubupsb Siberia

Oanpuuii BocTok Far East




Lesson 2

The following cities are located in these geographic areas:

1 MockBa B LleHTpAIbHOM paidHe. Moscow is in Central Russia.

2 ExaTepunOypr Ha Ypane Yekaterinburg is in the Urals.

3 Bonrorpan B IToBOIXKEE. Volgograd is in the Volga River Valley.
4 HoBocubupck B Cubupmu. Novosibirsk is in Siberia.

5 BrnanusocTOk Ha [JanpHeM BocToke. Vladivostok is in the Far East.

See if you can locate these cities on the map shown here.
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After August 1991, the names of many Russian cities were changed:

Present Former
CasnkT-TleTepGypr JIeHuHTPAf,
Huixuuit HoBropon T'épbKuH
ExaTepunGypr CBepamoBCcK
TBephb KanwHuH
Céprues ITocdp 3aropck

The same is true of numerous locations and landmarks in Moscow and other

Russian cities:

Present

Former

TBepckas

ynuiia ['dppKoro

HosuHCKHI OyIbBAP

ynuia YaiiKOBCKOI 0o

TeaTpdnbHast IIOIALb

mwidmans CeepoidBa

JlyGsiHCcKas midianb

mwidimank [I3epKUHCKOTO

MaHéxHasg nnomanb

nnomans 50-métuss OKTIOPst

But "Red Square" is still Red Square!

KpacHana miaomans has been called Kpacnas (red) since the second half of
the 17th century. The square was constructed towards the end of the 15th cen-
tury (around the time of Columbus' discovery of America) when Tsar Ivan the
Great UBan Bemikuir was building the magnificent cathedrals of the Kremlin
Kpemns, that walled fortress which was the heart of the city's defenses. Every
major city in Russia would have had a Kremlin, but the Moscow one is by far
the most famous.

The square was first called Topr (Trading Place) and was the site for some very
lively commerce. Later, in the 16th century, it became known as Tpounkas
(Trinity Square) in honor of the Trinity Cathedral which stood at the southern
end of the square. In 1571 the square was renamed IToxkap (The Fire) after
the great fire of that year. Finally, the square was named KpdcHast when it was
cleared of all the trading stalls at the end of the 17th century. At that time the
word KpacHusbI# (red) meant KpacuBbI# (beautiful), and had nothing to do with
the red brick of the Kremlin wall which runs along one of its sides.

[
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Yaopaxuaénue Ne3.

Listen to the sentences your instructor will read aloud and write down in English
any place names you recognize

1.

2.

N o s~ w

Yupaxuaénue Ne4.

Listen to the statements your instructor will read aloud and indicate whether
they are true (T) or false (F)

1. 4. 7.
2. 5.
3. 6.

YapaxHéuue No5.

Practice writing place names in Russian as your instructor reads them aloud.
He/she will read each one twice and then will write them on the board so that
you can check your work.

1.

2.

N o s~ w
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Yupaxuéaue Neo6.

Answer the following questions according to the model.

Instructor: MockBa - cronuna Poccun?
Student: Ia, Mocksa - cTondiia Poccuu.

1. Ocrno - cromuiia Hopsérum?

2. XéJIbCUHKHU - cTonuIa OUHISTHOUNA?
IMapux - cronuiia OPAHIAN?

BoHH - cTonima 'epMauun?
Bapimdsa - ctonmuna [10mbmm?
OrTédBa - cronuia Kanamer?
BalmHITOH - CTONMHIIA AMEPUKH?

JIOHOOH - cTONMHIa AHTIUU?

© ©° N o o B oW

Mapp#p - cronina Ucnduun?

10.Puwm - ctonuna UTdnuwm?
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YunpaxHéuue No7.

Answer the questions truthfully, according to the models:

Instructor:
Student:
Instructor:
Student:

IMapux - cronniia OPAHIAK?

Ia, ITapux - cTonuia PpaHIINH.
Aukapa - cronvna Uagun?

Hert, HOBu Oénu - cTonuna Munun.

© ©® N e o & W

Toxkuo - cronuna Kutda? (ITexkuH)
Mam#na - cronrna OUIUIIHH?

Manpac - cronuna Maguu? (HoBEIH [1€711)
Ankdpa - cronuna Mpaua? (Terepds)
JIOHOOH - cTOoNMHIla AHTIUN?

CTOKroneM - cromnuia IIpéimu?

Adiinb - cTomuna I'péruum?

Kau6éppa - ctomiia ABctpuu? (BéHa)

Kaup - cromuua ErunTa?

10.Agmric-AGéGa - cTomua Guonuu?

11.Tenb-ABUB - cTONMHIA U3paunsa?

12.Pum - ctonudna Utanuu?

13.Mappup - cromuiia [Moptyrdnuu? (JIuccabon)

14.T'aBdHa - cTonmua Kyow?

Yupaxuaéaue Ne8: Kakou?

Kakoii? is the question word which asks: "Which?". Listen carefully as your in-
structor asks:

Kakou ropop croana AHriuu?

Which city is the capital of England?

You'll answer:

JIounoomn.

Continue, using the cities and countries given in Exercise 7. See how many you
might be able to add on your own.
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Yaopaxuénue Ne9: Yro? Yrto 310?

Y9ro 310? asks "What is this? What is that?" When answering, you'll begin your
answer with 3ro... This is/That is...

Now your instructor will point to various cities on the map and will ask:
Yro 310? What is this? (pointing to Moscow)
You'll answer by naming the city, using this model:

310 MocksBa. That is Moscow.

10
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Yupaxuaéuaue NelO: rae? Bor.

Answer the following questions substituting the appropriate pronoun for the

noun.
Instructor I'me MockBa? I'me JIGHOOH? I'me Yépuoe mope?
Student Bor oH4&. Bor oH. Bort oHO.

A. B.

I'me JIGHOOH? I'me IIpdra?

T'me TTapux? I'me Tupana?

I'me Caukt-IleTepOypr? I'me Mocksa?

I'me Bepnuu? I'me Codus?

I'me Magpun? I'me Bapmdsa?

I'me Pum? I'me Béna?

I'me BamuHTTOH? I'me BpaTtucnasa?

I'me ropopn Tokuo? I'me dAnTa?

I'me répox Ocio? I'me 'adra?

C. D.

I'me Poccus? I'me Kacmuiickoe mope?

I'me Kandpa? I'me Yépuoe mope?

I'me Aunduus? I'me 63epo Bankan?

I'me Dpuodnusa? I'me BanTuiickoe Mmope?

11
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VYVapaxuaénaune Nell.

Take a look at the following advertisements. Pick out all words which are familiar
to you. Any guesses as to what the ads are all about? Ask your instructor if you

need help.
BAAKAH ~uuries |
Cﬂlﬂm'p :;‘:’H}:ﬁ. APEROCAOACTBO
KOTOPDIMM XOUETC  Bowexox B OBCAYKMBAHWN, .
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TOPHEME AMXH
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Bomepen  1570/14 noveh — 0T 430+ 8/6
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Coocesewn  Banal/7 Hovelt — o7 $395, aon. 8
Praonpn 7 0H/B Hovedi — OT 8695 + /6 -
"menzmrm—wm+w
ECNi Bbd NOBEPHTECL =~ Xapape "'I}II!IHIAI-IHB
ABMKOMITAHHHN gﬁ‘l&f‘lllﬁﬂﬂ ) T".H . .
BAJTKAH!I ~ Smexons
dapnaxa stw, . :
DAAS AH! Tuccabon o ummsmm__
- JTondow KRN M RFOICYTT, -5
Macpuo Kypow stemexoro sawna. Flapeoc + JuscHenexs,
mhmlhmrmrhmw Maare W%ﬁmﬂm+m
mLMMMmMm Maivma m:dpaim.ﬂmmm " lt HH* ﬁi‘-
mﬂ‘-‘_ auror geasr socosomws  Miian ropagan Sanotorg ka i ﬂH 51
Muonren
ASTORTC00 Gut soraumam sowvass  Hatipobiu HOBAS) ”PO”’_AMB TYHUCE!
WP i KOMPORY, Seciatem W poncobons [l pia oz ex— $565
B o — fIpaza Banei/T vovedl,  oTRm Yekkk = $730
yn Mymeped wocr. & 2 e 202 f
¥ Copgal 36, van J15-50-30. Cmoxzoaem
Bapwmasa
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YuopaxuHéuue Nel2.

Your instructor wants you to show where various places are on the map. He/she
will ask you:

ITokaxure...
1. TlokaxwuTe Bonry.
. TTokaxw#Te CUOHUPE.
. TTokaxxuTe THXUHA OKedH.
. TTokaxuTe PUHCKUAHN 3aTUB.

2

3

4

5. TTokaxkuTe Kacmuiickoe Mmope.

6. ITokaxuTe CEéBepHEIH JIeMOBUTHIM OKEAH.
7

. TlokaxwuTe YépHoe MOpe.

Yuopaxuénue Nel3.

Read through this list of Russian cities and sort them according to the regions
in the table below. Use the map, or ask your instructor for help.
HpkyTck, BmaguBocTOk, XabdpoBck, Ilepmb, Camdpa, YemnsiOuHCK, MOCKBA,

Hosropon, ExarepunoOypr, IleTpomarmoBck, OpeHOypr, TBepb, KpacHOSPCK,
Koctpoma, HoBocubupck, Bnagrmup, CapaToB, ApOCidBib.

Cubupsb

Oaneau BocTOK

IToBOIXKLE

Vpén

LleHTpANTBHBIN ParioOH

Kiaumat Poccuu. Ilorona.

Pocciist 60bINds CTpaHa. Russia is a large country.

Kiimat Pocciu pa3HooOpdasHuiii:Ha|The climate of Russia is varied:in the Far
Kpatinem CéBepe - apKTHYECKHH. North - arctic.

Ha 16re, B Coun -CyOTPOMIHUYECKUI. In the south, in Sochi - subtropical.

B eBpométickoii yactu Poccriu u B Cubupu|In the European part of Russia and in
KJTUMaT YyMEPEHHHIH, KOHTUHEeHTATbHBIH. Siberia the climate is moderate, continental.
Ha 3dmape - Msirkuii, Ha BOCTOKe u céBepo-|In the west it is mild and in the east and
BOCTOKeE -O4UeHb XOJIOOHEIN U CYPOBHIH. northeast - very cold and severe.

Ha [TdanpHeM BocTOke KITHMAT MOPCKOM. In the Far East the climate is maritime.

13
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Yuopaxuénue Nel4.

Examine the weather forecasts below and:
* a. read the names of the cities and the legend (explanation of symbols).

* b. tell where it is sunny conmeudno, overcast 6671a4Ho, raining mOXKab Or
snowing cHer.

Kapra norogst Ha .18 mmapra

o pGangr-NerepGypr
- (- Tloroga & Mocxae 4 Canr-flerepBypre
- f * Q #‘ B iope w Topuocioms xastpa mﬁ}
) Horapg -uecianm pa -
{-E} | Hoaropopgp, ( .2 ﬂ) s mTeH?aIEH Aa
Pl B Carnr-NeTeplyDre # CORNY COROIKTCH wOpas-
F o= CrmoneHor & Bonarm _ HAR m&m.:l:m a w&n -2 rpagycim.
! wuie Jo 18 " g
) .EI&':"“ oMocksa g EGoRMI CHet, Tevelhyya BOMRYCE 4.0 (par
o,
l (-14) :.

12 AHBapa 19%4 ropa
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Poccusn u biarxkHee 3apyoéxkbe. Russia and
the Newly Independent States of Eurasia

Poccus Mockga - ctonvna Poccuu. B Pocchu XKUBYT PyCCKHE.

YkpadHa Kues - cronuna Ykpavnbsl. B YKparHe KUBYT YKPaUHIIHL.

JIarBus Puira - cronuna JIatBuu. B JIATBUYM KUBYT JIATHIIIIH,

JInTBa BunbHIOC - cTONMHIIa JIUTBH. B JINTBE KUBYT JTUTOBITHL.

9cToHHA TannmmH - cronuia IcToHuu. B 3CTOHUM KUBYT 3CTOHIIHL.

MonagaBus Kumunés - ctonina Monmasuu. B MongaBuu XXKUBYT MOJITaBaHe.

Benopyccusi MuHCcK - cronuiia Bemopyccuu. B Bemopyccuu :KuBYT GeJI0PYCHL.

I'py3us Tounucu - cronua I'py3unu. B I'py3un KUBYT TPY3HUHEL.

Apménusi EpeBaH - cTonuiia ApMméHnunu. B ApMEHUY XKUBYT apMsiHe.

A3epOalmxKau Baky - crom#ila AsepbaiimxdaHa. B AzepbaiimXkdHe KHUBYT
azepOarIKAHITH.

V30ekucran Tamkéur - cronuiia Y3bekucTdHa. B Y30ekucTaHe XKUBYT y30EKHU.

Kaszaxcran AnmMa-Arta - cronuiia Kasaxctdua. B KasaxcTdHe XXKUBYT Ka3dxu.

TypKMEHHUST Amrxa6dn - ctonvna Typkménun. B TypKMEHUY KUBYT TYPKMEHHI.

TagKHUKHCTaH Oymran6€ - cromuna TamXuKucTaHa. B TamXKUKUCTAHE XKHUBYT
TamXKUKH.

Kuprusus Buikéx - cronuiia Kuprisuu. B Kuprisuu xKuByT KUPTU3EI.

15
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Yuopaxuénue Nel5.
Fill in the blanks, orally.

ctonuiia Benopyccuu.

cronuua 'py3umn.

cronuia Kuprusum.

cronuna TypKMEHUH.

cTtonuia JIUTBH.

CTOJIHIIA YKPaWHHI.

Noogms b=

CTONHIa Y30eKucTaHa.

Yuopaxuénue Nel6.
Fill in the blanks, orally.

. B ApMéHuu XKUBYT

. B AzepbaiigkdHe KUBYT

. B MongaBuu KuUByT

. B 9cTOHUM KUBYT

. B TagKUKKUCTaHE KUBYT

. B KazaxcTdHue XKuByT

N O O W N e

. B JI&TBUM KUBYT

Yapaxuaéaue Nel7.

Answer the following questions according the models:

Instructor: TamXUKK KUBYT B TamKUKUCTaHE?
Student: Ia, oMY KUBYT B TamKUKUCTAHE.
Instructor: DCTOHIIH XKUBYT B JIaTBUU?
Student: Hert, oHH XUBYT B DCTOHUH.

. Pycckue xuByT B Poccuu?

. T'py3uHBI KUBYT B I'py3uu?

. Kazdxu xkuByT B Kazaxcrane?

. MonpaBaue xkuByT B Benopyccuu?

. Y306éKku XKUBYT B JIATBUU?

. TYypKMEHEH KUBYT B Kuprusuu?

N OOk W

. A3epGaimXAHUB KUBYT B JINTBE?

Of course, as you well know, the Newly Independent States are home to many
nationalities. The above exercise, and the ones following, in no way suggest that
these new countries have entirely homogeneous populations.

16
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Yuopaxuéuue Nel8.

Using the map, indicate the home countries of the given nationalities.
1. TTokaxWTe rae XKUBYT YKPAUHITEL.
2. TTokaxuTe rae KUBYT y30EKH.

. TlokaxwuTe re XKUBYT apMsiHe.

3

4. TIoKaXWTe TIe XKUBYT PYCCKUE.
5. TIoKaXXHTe rae JKUBYT OEJIOPYCHI.
6

. TTokax#uTe r{e XKUBYT TUTOBIIEL.

Yupaxuénue Nel9.

Using the map, indicate the capitals of the following countries:
1. TlokaxwuTe cTomuily KasaxcTaHa.

. TlokaxwuTe CTONMHUITY MOJIIaBUH.

. ITokaxwuTe cTonmuny TypKMEHUU.

2
3
4. TIoKaXXWUTe CTONMUIYy YKPaWHHI.
5. TTokaxuTe CTONHIY Poccuu.

6

. ITokaxwuTe cTONMHIly ADMEHUH.

Yupaxuaéaue No20.

Listen to the following statements your instructor will read aloud. Indicate
whether they are true (mpaBuabHO) or false (HeIIPABHIBLHO):

1. B Kuprusuu KUBYT KUPTU3LI?

2. TamXuKu KUBYT B TamKUKUCTAHE?
B V36ekucTdHe XKuByT y306KU?
Pycckue XKuByT B Asepbaiimxdue?

B 9cTéHUM XKUBYT Ka3axu?

I

JIaTHIIIY XKUBYT B JIaTBUU?

17
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YaopaxHéuue No21.

Match the countries with their capitals.

AcTOHUA EpeBdn
TagXXKUKUCTAH Pura
Pocciis MuHCK
KasaxcTdn Touncu
JlutBa BuIkéxk
'py3ust KieB
TypKMEHUS BunwHIOC
Monndsus MockBa
JIaTBUSA Iyiranoé
V36ekucTau Armrxa6an
Apménus Kumnuén
VkpanHa Tannuu
AzepbatimxdaH Baky
Benopyccus Anm3a-aTtd
Kuprusus TamkKEHT

18
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In case you were wondering

A. Cases

Russian is an inflected language which simply means that nouns (and their mod-
ifiers) will change their shape to indicate a change of function within the sen-
tence. A noun may function as a subject, an indirect object or direct object or
the object of a preposition. In each instance it will change its ending to inform
you of its particular role.

Each of these functions is indicated by a set of endings (1 each for each of the
genders and 1 for plural), which are grouped into CASES:

1. Nominative names the subject (who? what?)

2. Genitive shows possession (whose?)

3. Dative indicates the indirect object, recipient of the ac-
tion (to whom? to what?)

4. Accusative indicates the direct object (whom? what?)

5. Instrumental indicates instrument or means; or accompani-

ment (how? with what? with whom?)

6. Locative/Prepositional shows location (where?); indicates the object of
the preposition (about whom? about what?)

B. Gender of Russian nouns

All Russian nouns belong to one of three grammatical genders: masculine,
neuter or feminine. Do not confuse gender with sex; the word for table in
Russian is a masculine gender noun, but there's nothing male about the ob-
ject; book in Russian is a feminine gender noun, but there's nothing inherently
female about it. However, nouns referring to male beings will (usually) be mas-
culine gender; those referring to female beings will be feminine gender.

In most cases, the gender of the noun can be determined by its ending. The table
below illustrates this:

MASCULINE NEUTER FEMININE
end in a consonant or-b end in -0 or -e end in -a, -s1 OT -b
MACIIOPT 63epo BH3a
ABTOMOOHIIb Mope bamunus
mopThEns MajabTO Cub#psb
OH OHO oHa

19
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C. Adjectives.

Adjectives agree with the nouns they modify in gender, number and case. This
means that when a singular feminine noun is in the nominative case (the subject
of the sentence), the adjective that describes that noun must be nominative, sin-
gular, feminine. Since the noun and adjective do not necessarily stand together
in the sentence, agreement is especially important. Agreement in the nominative
may look like this:

OH OHO OHA
HOBBIA OOM HOBOe 30dHUue HOBasi KBapTHpa
XOPOIIHUHM CTyOEHT xopoiiee BUHO XopoIas CTynéHTKa
OHHU OHHU OHHU
HOBBIE OMA HOBBIE 3TAHUS HOBBIE KBapPTHPHI
XOPOIIHe CTYOEHTE XOpoIiire BHHA XOPOIITe CTYOEHTKU

D. Personal pronouns.

Russian uses pronouns in much the same way English does; they take the place
of, or refer back to nouns. The table below shows the correspondence between
Russian and English pronouns:

s I

THI you (sing, and informal)
OH/OH&/0HO he/she/it

MBI we

BEI you (pi. and formal)
OHU they

As you can see by this table, Russian has two pronouns for the second person
you. Tl is informal and singular; BsI is formal and/or plural. (See the comments
on TeI and BBI in Lesson 3).

As in English, Russian pronouns change form as their function changes in the
sentence. Take a look at the following sentences:

I know you.

You know me.

I changes to me when it switches from the role of subject to the role of object.
4 3HAI0 Bac.

BbI 3HdeTe MeHs .
E. BOT

Bor is used in Russian in the sense of "Here is..." when pointing to something
or someone. For example:

-T'me 6arax? Where's the luggage?
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-Bort oH. Here it is.
-I'me JIvuma? Where's Linda?
-BoT oHA. Here she is.

F. Why do verbs have different forms?

The verb xkuTth [to live] appears in two forms in this lesson: (oH/0OHaA) KHBET
and (ou#) xkuByT. Verbs in Russian, as in English, agree with their subjects in
terms of person (I, you, he/she, we, they) and number (He lives, vs They live.).
The two forms indicated here are for a singular subject and a plural subject,

respectively.

OH XKUBET B MOCKBE. He lives in Moscow.

Ona xuB€T B Kiiese. She lives in Kiev.

OHH XKUBYT B AMEpHUKeE. They live in America.

KTo X)XuBET B YKpanHe? Who lives in Ukraine?

B YkparHe XKUBYT YKPAUHIIHL. Ukrainians live in Ukraine.

G. The verb xurts (present tense)

Here is the verb xkuTts in all forms of the present tense:

KHUTH / to live

s1 XKUBY MBI JKUBEM
THI JKUBEIIb BBI JKUBETE
OH XUBET OHU XKUBYT

H. The question word Kakou

Kakon, Kkakoe, Kakadsi, KakHe is a question word which asks: «Which?» or
«What kind of? ...» It is an adjective and will agree in gender, number and case
with the word it modifies. The first three forms shown here are the masculine,
neuter and feminine forms, respectively. The fourth is the plural. Compare these
forms to those of the adjectives in the table on page 29.

OH OHO OHA OHU
KakKou Kakoe KaKada KakKue

Nominative Case

The nominative case is used to indicate the subject of a sentence. It is also used
for other nouns in the sentence which give more information about the subject.

As it is the dictionary form for nouns and adjectives, you should memorize nouns
and adjectives in their nominative case forms.

9 uny B TeaTp. I am going to the theater.
Kxiira Ha CcTONE. The book is on the table.
Bot mowm. There is the house.

JT0 MOst pyuUKa. This is my pen.

Mot 6paT - HHKEHED. My brother is an engineer.

21



Lesson 2

B uncTHTYTE pabdTaioT aMepuKaHckue American physicists work in the insti-

dbr3ukmy.

Because Russian has cases, word order in a sentence is less important than it is
in English. The subject [that noun plus its modifiers in the nominative case] can
come at the beginning, in the middle or at the end of the sentence. Knowing the
nominative case endings for nouns and adjectives will help you find the subject
of the sentence more quickly.

Adjectives are linked to their nouns by their endings. The adjective may stand in
front of, after, or at a distance from the noun it modifies. You can always find the
adjective which modifies a noun by looking for the one whose ending matches

tute.

in gender, number, and case that of the noun.

310 BénpI# noM.

OH& yuyHTeNnbHUIIA Xopoliasi, ObITHAS.

Pyccku# 136K 04eHb HHTEPECHBIM, HO TPYIHBIH.

Useful words and expressions

Table 1.1. Useful words and expressions

B

in, inside

BOCTOK; Ha BOCTOKE

east; in the east

(s1 2KUBY, BHI JKUBETE, OHU JKUBYT)

BOT here
I'me? Where?
ropon city, town
Mo6pd moXKAIOBATH! Welcome
KUTh to live

34maj; Ha 3damname

west; in the west

KakoO#i/Kakoe/KaKasi/KaKkue

what kind of; which; which one(s)

KTto? who

KTo 310? Who is that?
Ha on; at; in

OH, OH4, OHO, OHHU he; she; it; they
ITokaxuTe... Show...

moroma weather

céBep; Ha cépepe

north; in the north

CTOJTHIIa capital

4TO what

Yro 310? What is that/this
3TO this/that

I0T; Ha 0re

south; in the south
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